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Obfervations and conjeflures on the 
earthquakes of New England, By 
profeffor Williams, F. A. A. 


N looking over fome of the hif- 
tories of New England, I obfer- 
ved that the religious tarn of mind, 
which diftinguifhed the firft planters 
of New England, had led them to 
take notice of all the earthquakes 
which happened in the country, 
after their arrival. Several of them 
feemed to be pretty well defcribed : 
and in fome of their phenomena, 
there feemed to be an agreement. 
Asfeveral of thefe accounts were 
contained in writings but little 
known, I thought i inight be of 
fome fervice to philofophy, if a 

articular account of them could 
Pr colleéted. Yhis is what I have 
attempted in the following treatife. 
Inthe firft part of it, 1 have fet 
down the moft particular accounts 
{could find of their phenomena. 
The fecond contains obfervations 
adremarks upon their agreement 
ad operations. Inthe third, con- 
sttures are propofed as to their 
aufes: and in the fourth, fome ge- 
eral reflexions are added, as to their 
uture, ufe, and effects. 

The moft likely way to come to 
t¢ knowledge of their caufes, is to 


obferve all the phenomena that at- 
tend them. ‘That the reader might 
have a true account of thefe pheno- 
mena, it was my endeavour, in the 
accounts and obfervations, to note 
all the particulars, which feemed to 
relate to them, however minute or 
trivial fome of them might appear. 
With this view I santibed all the ac- 
counts I could find. From feveral 
of them (the honourable profe‘or 
Winthrop’s lectures on earthquakes, 
in particular) ] have received much 
help. Others referred to authors, of 
which I could nothave the advantage 
of a perufal. That gentlemen of 
fcience might have itin their power 
to examine with what fidelity and 
care the accounts are drawn up, or 
how far they might be depended 
upon, I have conitantly referred to 
the authors from which they are 
taken. Some of the accounts, I am 
fenfible, are greatly imperfect. As 
all our conjectures, theories, and 
reafonings, muit depend on the ac- 
counts, it is much to be wifhed, that 
fomething more accurate and perfect, 
as tofeveral of them, might be trané- 
mitted down to potterity, 

What is propofed, as to their 
caufes, will be judged of, by the 
degree of probability and evidence 
with which it is attended. In all 
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philofophical hypothefes, a writer is 
in danger of making more of his 
fubje&t than will bear a ftrict exami- 
nation. I have found fome difficul- 
ty in guarding againft this: and 
whether, at laft, Ihave not carried 
conjeGures, in foane ay too far, 
the reader muft,; judge for himfelf. 
After all, the revolutions of time will 
afford the fureft proof of the truth 
or errors contained in the following 
pages. I would, therefore, make it 
my requeft to pofterity, to note, 
with care and accuracy, the pheno- 
mena that may attend any future 
earthquakes in New England: that, 
if what is here sinbeeiten to their 
caufes, fhall be found to be true, it 
may be confirmed : but if found to 
be falfe, it may meet with the fate 
of other errors, and be rejected, 
The caufe of truth and fcience is 
of infinitely more importance, than 
any of our fchemes or conjectures: 
and this is what I with may prevail, 
in all countries, and in all ages. 


An hiftorical account of the earthquakes 
of New England. 


HE Englith arrived at Ply- 

mouth, in New England, No- 
vember 11,1628. The fir earthquake 
that happened in the country, after 
theirarrival,wason July 2, 1638.0.S, 
The manner of its approach, and the 
violence to which it arofe, are 
pretty well deferibed in accounts 
which are yet exifling. It is defcrib- 
ed as having been preceded with a 
rumbling note or low murmur, like 
remote thunder. As the noife ap- 
proached, the earth began to quake, 
ull the fhock arof to fuch a vio- 
lence, as to throw down the pewter 
from the fhelves, flone walls, and 
the tops of f& veral ‘ himaies and, 
in fome places, made it difficult for 
people toavoid falling. The cour 
of this earthquake in fome of the 
accounts, is deferibed as being trom 


the weitward to the ealtward, 
others, it is reprefented as coal 
from the northward, and going q 
fouthward. It is not ie im 
great care or accuracy was employ 
ed, to determine what particula 
point of the compafs the roar 
thake came from; but only to fix ; 
to that, which was judged to be the 
neareft cardinal point, which fo 
thought was the weft, others the 
north. It is moft probable, there 
fore, that a middle courte, fro: 
about north weft to fouth eat, was 
thetrue; as this will bett agree with, 
and reconcile all the other accounts 
that were given of its courfe, Tg 
what extent this earthquake reached 
on any point of the compafs, we 
have no way to determine. It is 
faid in general, that it reached farin. 
to the land, and was obferved by th 
Indians much beyond any of te 
Englith fettlements, which oo 
but of fmal! extent: and alfo, sh 
fome veilels, which were near re 
coalt, were fhaken by it. In abox 
half an hour there was anoth: 
fhock, but snot fo long or trong s 
the former*. 

Omitting a fhock on Oétober 2 
1653, a8 tov fmall to occafionag 
neral notice, the next memorabk 
earthquake was in 1653. In all t 
ancient hiftories, this is mentione 
as agreat earthquake. But! cano 
find any account of the month, day 
violence, courfe, effeéts, extent, of 
any other particulars of it. 

On January 26, 1663,0.S. “ at 
the fhutting in of the eveningt,” as 
other memorable earthquake fhook 
New England. From the general 
exprefiions the writers, who {peak of 


NOTE 


a - , ‘ 
* Vide Johnfon’s, Ha'hard’s, 
wrt VI ° . ane f eh: h. 
and .viorton § accounts Of this care 
Quake. 


i 
+ Morton, 
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‘+ ole, it feems to have been one of 
the greateft this country ever tele. 
Jt is reprefented as being preceded 
with a great noite and roar. Men- 
tion is made of the houfes rocking, 
ux pewter falli g from the fhels es, 
the topsof feveral chimnies falling 
jo, the inhabitants running out into 
the ftreets - ngers being unable 
to keep ontheir feet, &c, As to its 
coorfe, duration, or extent, nothing 
» to be found in any of the New 
England writers. But they are weil 
bribed in the accounts that were 
ven of this earthquake in Canada. 
At the fame time, Feb. <, 1663, 
N.S. ** about half an hour after 
fve inthe evening,” amoft terrible 
earthquake began there. The hea- 
vens being very ference, there was 
foddenly heard a roar, lke that of 
agreat fire. Immediately the build- 
ings were fhaken with amazing vio- 
lence. The doors opened and that 
of themfelves, with a fearful clatter 
ing. The bells rang, without being 
he walls fplie alunder, 

The floors feparated, and tell down. 


poched. 


The fields puton the appearance ot 
wuntains te 


their place 


| 
precipices the 
tobe moving Out ot 


and armadift the univerfal crafh which 
took place, moft kinds of animals 


ent forth feartul cries and h yw lings. 
the duration of thw carthquake 
Lhe frit thock 


“tore it was 


wis very OrOomMmor. 

continued half an hour 
over: but it began tw abate in about 
i quarter of an hour after it frit be 


gn. The fame day, about eight 
o'clock in the evening, there was a 
tecond fhack, equally viel a the 
trt: and in the fy 5 t hart an 
tour, there were two others. ‘The 


peut day, about three hoers fro 


. 


tc ot ming, 


«k, which lafied a! > tine ams 


it next nog ht, tome coutest tlirty 

ty } mKs; Of Whe meny were 
crt \ Gch t™§ } acs 
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there wae 4 ’ ert 


~pueee: of New Eerivn J Tr 


New England and New York 
were fhaken with no leis 
than the French country. And 
throughout an extent of there han. 
dred leagues, from caft to wett—and 
more than one hondred and hity, 
from north to fouth—the carth, the 
rivers, and the banks of the fea, 
were fhaken with the farme violence. 
The thocks fometimes came on fod- 
denly; at other times by de grees. 
Some feemed to be directed wow arts 
others were attended with an undu- 
latory motion.— And throughout the 
vail extent of country, to which they 
teached, they feemed to refemble the 
motions of an 


, 
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intermitting pulic, 
with wregular returns; and which 


commenced through the whole at 
farne hoar. 
This carthquake was attended wit’) 


fome remarkable etiedts. Nia 
fountains and fmall rivers were dined 
up. In others, the woter became 
fulphercous: and in forme, the ‘ 
nel. in which they ran fore, wos 
fo altered, that it not be dj 
tinguithed. Many t were t 
up. a od ti en tO a nines 
diflance " - tains a 
pear d to rokrn and a 

Hiall way ‘x | ochowtls 
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parts, its courfe muft have been fome 

int between the weft and north; 
probably much the fame with that 
of 1638. 

After an interval of fixty-four 
years, (in which there had been fe- 
veral {mall fhocks, but none fo vio- 
lent as to occafion a very long re- 
membrancet) there came on another 
very memorable one, Oétober 2g, 
1727, O. S. About 10 h. 40, 
P. M. in a very clear air and ferene 
fky, when every thing feemed to be 
in a moft perfeét calm and tranquili- 
ty, a heavy rumbling noife was 
heard. At firft, it feemed to be at a 
diftance, but increafed as it came 
near, till it was thought equal to the 
roar of a blazing chimney, and at 
laft to the rattling of carriages, driv- 
ing fiercely on pavements. In ahout 
half a minute from the time the re- 
port was firft heard, the earthquake 
came on. It was obferved, by thofe 
who were abroad, that as the fhake 
paffed under them, the furface of the 
earth fenfibly rofe up, and then funk 
down again; which muft have pro- 
duced an undulation of the earth or 
a motion like that of a wave, both 
perpendicular and horizontal: firtt 
rifing in a pependicular direétion, 
and as it fubfided, fpreading itfelf 
ina horizontal direétion all around. 
The nature, therefore, orkind of the 


NOTE, 


+ In Phil. Tranf. No. 4397, men- 
tion is made of earthquakes in 1660, 
1665, 1658 and 1669. Dr. Mather 
fpeaks of earthquakes in 1670 and 
in 1705. There was another in 
1720, on January 8. But thefe, 
with fome others, having been too 
fmall to occafion a general notice, 
and being only mentioned without 
any particular account of them, are 
pafied by, as not affording us any 
ight with regard tothe nature, caufe, 
or effecs of thefe phenomena. 
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motion, was undulatory. ‘The vio. 
lence of the fhock, like that of th 
other great earthquakes, was fuch a 
to canle the houfes to fhake and rock, 
as if they were falling to pieces, 
The doors, windows, and movables, 
made a fearful clattering. The pew. 
ter and china were thrown from 
their thelves. Stone walls and the 
tops of feveral chimnies were fhaken 
down. In fome places, the doors 
were unlatched and burft open, and 
people in great danger of falling, 
There were various opinions as to 
the duration of this earthquake. The 
moft probable is, that the fhake be. 
gan about half a minute after the 
roar was firft heard, and rofe to its 
greateft height in about a minute 
more: and was about half a mi- 
nute in going off. Whence, the 
duration may be fuppofed to have 
been about two minutes. It was very 
generally agreed that the courfe of 
this earthquake was from north-wef 
to fouth-eaft. ‘* The noife and 
*6 fhakes,” it is faid,** feemed to come 
*© from the north-weftward, and to 
“ go off fouth-eafterly : and fo the 
** houfes feemed to reel.”’ This ac- 
count of its courfe, was confirmed 
by all the others, one or two except. 
ed, which differ fo much from one 
another, that nothing can be deter- 
mined from them. With regard to 
the limits of this earthquake, it ex- 
tended from the river Delaware, in 
Pennfylvania, fouth-weft, to Kenne- 
beck, north-eaft. At both thefe 
places, it was fenfibly felt; though 
the fhake was but fmall. Its extent, 
therefore, from fouth-weft to north- 
ealt, muft at leaft have been feven 
hundred miles, and probably many 
more. Astoits other limit, from 
north-weft to fouth-eaft, we have no 
way to determine how far it extend- 
ed. It was felt by veffels at fea, 
and in the moft remote wefterly fet- 
tlements. As it came from the un- 
known parts, between the weft and 
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north, and pafled off into the fea, 
jt is probable it might run fome 
thoufand miles in fuch a courfe. 
There were feveral effects attend- 
ing this earthquake, which feem 
worthy of remark. Befides what is 
common, as to the throwing down 
wter, fences, &c. it was obferved, 
that feveral fprings of water, and 
wells, which were never known tobe 
dry or frozen, were funk far down 
into theearth. Some were dried up. 
The quality of the water mended in 
fome, and fo altered in others, as to 
freeze in moderate weather. Some 
fpots of firm dry foil, became per- 
fect quagmires; and others, which 
were full of mire and water before, 
became more dry. The centre of 
this earthquake, or place of greateft 
violence, feems to have been at 
Newbury, a town which lies at 
the mouth of Merrimack River. 
“ There,” according to dr. Colman’s 
account, * the earth opened, and 
“threw up feveral loads of a fine 
“ fand and afhes, mixed with fome 
“ {mall remains of fulphur; fo that, 
“taking upfome of it between the 
“fingers, and dropping it into a 
‘‘chafling-difh of bright coals, in a 
“dark place, once in three times the 
‘blue flame of the fulphur would 
“plainly arife, and yicld a very 
“{mall fcent. By this it feems evi- 
* dent,that it was a fulphureous blaft 
“which burft open the ground, and 
“threw up the calcined bituminous 
“ earth*,”” 


NOTE. 


* Phil. Tranf. No. 409. What is 
bere faid of its being a fulphureous 
blait, feems to be confirmed by the 
acount which mr. Dudley fent to 
the royal fociety, in which he fays, 
“A clergyman, in a town about 
“twenty miles from Bofton, aflured 
“me, that immediately after the 
“ eaithquake, there was fuch aftink, 


Concerning this earth which was 
thrown up, the rev. mr. Lowel, 
minifter in Newbury, mentions an 
uncommon circumftance. ‘* One 
‘* thing,” fayshe, “1 may add, which 
** is very remarkable, and which 
“may be depended on: that about 
“the middle of April, the fine 
«© fand, which was thrown up in 
** feveral places in this parith, at the 
** firft great fhock, October 29, had 
‘« a very offenftve flench; nay, was 
‘“* more naufeous than a_putrifying 
‘« corpfe: yet, in a very little while 
“© after, it had no {mell at all. How 
‘* long it was, before it began to 
“¢ have this ftench, I am not certain. 
“¢ | know it had it not at firit: and, 
‘© J believe, it was covered with 
** {now till a little while before.— 
«© There is no {mell now+.” ‘Thefe 
accounts refer to matters fo eafy to 
be known, that there is no room to 
fufpeét that the authors (both gentle- 
men of a philofophic tzfte, as well 
as of eminence in their particular 
profeffions) could be miftaken. And 
it feems highly probable, from their 
obfervations, that the fand, which was 
thrown out by the earthquake, con- 
tained fome very noxious, ill-fcented 
vapour, or efiluvia; which, fo long 
as there was nothing to confine ir, 
paffed away In quantities too final] 
to be perceptible by the fenfes: but 
when it was kept together by the 
fnow, gathered in fuch quantities, 


NOTE. 


«‘or ftrong fmell of fulphur, that 
«* the family could fcarce bear to be 
«« in the houfe for aconfiderable time 
«“thatnight. ‘The like is alfo con- 
“¢ firmed from other places. Perfons 
“© of credit do alfo atirm, that juit 
‘s before, or in the time cf the 
«‘ earthquake, they perceived flafhes 
* of light.” Phil. ‘Tranf. No. 437. 

+ Letter to dr. Colivan. Phil 
Tranf. No. 409. 
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as ftrongly to infeé&t the air, when 
the melting of the fnow gave it li- 
berty to evaporate freely. 

Some phenomena were obferved a 
few days before this earthquake, 
which deferve our notice, as having, 
probably, forme connexion with its 
approach. The rev. mr, Allin, then 
minifier of Brooklyn, took notice 
of an uncommon alteration in the 
water of fome wells. “ About three 
** days,” fays he, ** before the earth- 
*‘ quake, there was perceived an 
«< ill-ftinking fmell in the water of 
“< feveral wells. Not thinking of 
“‘the proper caufe, fome fearched 
* their wells, but found nothing 


that might thus infeét them. The- 


‘** fcent was fo ftrong and offenfive, 
*¢ that for about cight or ten days, 
“« they entirely omitted ufing it. In 
‘* the deepeft of thefe wells, which 
‘was about thirty-fix feet, the 
** water was turned to a brimftone 
*« colour, but had nothing of the 
“* {mell ; and was thick like puddle- 
“: watert.”” We have this account 
Confirmed by mr. Dudley.—“ A 
** neighbour of his, who had a well 
“ thirty-fix feetdeep, was, about three 
*‘ days before the earthquake, fur- 
‘* prifed to find his water, which 
““ ufed to be very fweet and limpid, 
**ftink to that degree, that they 
“could make no ufe of it, nor 
** fearce bear the houfe when it was 
*‘ brought in: and imagining that 
“«fome carrion was got into the 
«* well, he fearched the bottom, but 
“«« found it clear and good, though 
*¢ the colour of the water was turned 
««wheyifh, or pale. In about feven 
««days after the earthquake, the 
** water began to mend: and in 
*¢ three days more, it returned to 


NOTE, 


+ Account of the earthquake of 
1727, by mr. Allin. 










“© its former fweetnefs and colour*.” 
And jut before the earthquake 
began, feveral wells were found 9 
have no water in them, which had 
great quantities before and after, 
‘To whatever caufe the alterations in 
thefe wells may be afcribed, it can 
hardly be thought but that they had 
fome connexion with the earthquake, 
which in a few days ran through the 
whole country. Several fhocks were 
felt in the northern parts of New. 
England, for fome months after that 
of Oétober 2g: but they were ge. 
nerally fmall, andof a fhort dura. 
tiont. 

In 1732, there was an earthquake, 
which, though fmall, was of a conf. 
derable extent. It came on September 
5» O. S. at about 1th. A. M. be 
ing attended with a rumbling noif,, 
and was of fuch violence, as to occi. 
fion a confiderable jarring of th 
houfes. The duration of it was not 
more than tenor fifteen feconds, Thi 
earthquake was much more eviden 
at Montreal, in Canada, then it wa { 
in any part of New — be: " 
ing attended with confiderable da- 
mage there. As this was the chicifmm *” 


feat of it, it feems to have come ° 
from thence, in a north-wefterly ve 
courfe, to New England. Its ex. t 
tent, from fouth-weft to north-cat, 

was equal to that of moft of they . 
earthquakes that have been in them ~ 
country ; being felt from Maryland : 
to the north eafterly parts of New- : 
England: and from north-weft toi ¢. 


fouth-eaft, it reached from Mon- 
treal, and probably from many f 


NOTES. it 
* Phil. Tranf. No. 437. e 
+ The account of this earthquake 
is colle€ted from the printed accounts dl 
of it in the philofophical tranf- 
attions, and by feveral of the New- 
Eng!and minitters, 
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miles beyond it, to the fea coaft.* 

From the year 1732, though 
there had been fome fmall fhocks, 
there was none that occafioned a ge- 
neral notice, till 1744. That year, 
on June 3, O. S. a fair and hot day, 
there was an earthquake, fo confider- 
able, as to be generally felt thro’ the 
province. It began a few minutes 
after 10h. A. M. being preceded 
with a very loud report ; and is faid 
to have rofe to fuch a violence, as to 
fhake down fome bricks from the 
tops of fome chimnies, and alfo fome 
pieces of ftone wall, The courfe of 
this earthquake, is faid, by fome that 
remember it to have been from the 
wefttward to the eaftward. As to 
other particulars I can find no ac- 
countt. 

The next earthquake that fhook 
the whole country, was in the year 
1755 November 18, N. S. at 4h. 
11/35” {, in a calm ferene and plea- 


NOTES. 


* Vide Phil. Tranf. No. 429, 
and for 1757, p» 1g, and alfo profef- 
for Kalm’s travels, vol. i. p. 44, 2d 
edit. London. On February 6, 
1737, at 43 P. M. and Soomakes 7» 
a little befure eleven at night, {mall 
earthquakes were felt at Bofton : but 
no particulars are mentioned as to 
their phenomena. 

+ Phil. Tranf. for 1757, p. 14, 
aid American Mag. for 1744. 

t The beginning of this earth- 
quake was determined to all the 
exactnefs that could be defired, by the 
following accident.—Profeffor Win- 
throp at Cambridge, fome time be- 
fore, having ufed a pretty long tube, 
in a particular experiment, fhut it up 
in his clock cafe, for fecurity. This 
tube, ftanding nearly perpendicular, 
muft have been overfet by the firft 
fhock, which made it impoflible for 
the pendulum to make any ofcillati- 


en, after the tube had ftruck againft. 


Vol, Ill, No, IV, 


fant night, came on the moft violent 
fhock of an earthquake that was ever 
known in New-England. The firtt 
thing obfervable, was that rumbling 
noife, or roar, which, as a found, /ui 
generis, feemed a prelude to an earth- 
a8 In about half a minute, the 
urface of the earth feemed to be fud- 
denly raifed up: and, in fubfiding, 
was thrown into an univerful trem- 
bling, or a very quick jarring vibra- 
tory motion, which acted in an hori- 
zontal direétion. ‘This motion con- 
tinued for about a quarter of a mi- 
nute, and then abated for three or 
four feconds. ‘Then, all at once, 
came on a violent prodigious fhock, 


~as fuddenly, to appearance, as a 


thunder clap breaking upon a houfe, 
and sttended with a great noife. 
This fudden and great fhock began 
with the fame kind of motion; and 
was immediately fucceeded by quick 
and violent concuffions, jerks and 
wrenches, attended ‘‘ with an undu- 
latory, waving motion of the whole 
furface of the ground, not unlike the 
fhaking and quaking of a very large 
bog.” After this great fhock had 
been gradually declining and going 
off, near half a minute, there was a 
fenfible revival of it, though of fhort 
continuance ; and fo all by degrees 
became ftill and quiet again. 

The violence of this earthquake 
was the greateft of any we have 
ever had in the country, “ In 


NOTE. 


it. The clock ftopped at the time 
mentioned above. Being a very good 
one, and having been adjutted by a 
meridian line, the preceding noon, 
it muft have pointed out the begin- 
ning of the earthquake to a great 
precifion. Had the time been as ac- 
curately determined at any other dif- 
tant place, the velocity of its motion 
might have been determined ,to great 
ee 
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Botton, befides the throwing down 
of glafs, pewter, andother moveables 
in the houfes, about an hundred 
chimuies were, in a manner, levelled 
with the roofs of the houfes; and 
about fifteen hundred fhattered, and 
thrown down in part. Some were 
broken off feveral feet below the 
top; and by the fuddennefs and vi- 
olence of the jerks, canted horizon- 
tally an inch or two over, fo as to 
ftand very dangeroufly. Some others 
thus broken off, were turned round 
feveral points of the compafs, as with 
a circular motion, ‘The roofs of 
fome houfes were quite broken in by 
the fall of chimnies. ‘The ends of 
about twelve or fifteen brick build- 
ings were thrown down, from the 
top to the eaves of the houfes. Many 
clocks were ftopped. The vane upon 
the public market houfe was thrown 
down ;—the wooden fpindle, which 
fupported it, being broken off at a 
place where it was five inches in dia- 
meter, and ten feet in height; and 
which had ftood the moft violent gufts 
of wind. A new vane, upon one 
of the churches in the town, was 
bent at the fpindle, two or three 
points of the compafs: and a diftil- 
ler’s ciftern, made of plank, almoft 
new, and very ftrongly put together 
was burft to Letts, the agitation 
of the liquor init ; which was thrown 
out with fuch force, as to break 
down one whole fide of the thed that 
defended the ciftern from the wea- 
ther ; as alfo to ftave off a board or 
two from a fence, at the diftance of 
eight or ten feet from it.” Much 
the fame things were obferved 
in the country. At Springfield, a 
town diftant about eighty miies in a 
wefterly line from Bofton, a fpindle 
on one of their churches, was bent 
toa right-angle—And through the 
whole province, much damage was 
done by the throwing down of ftone 
fences, cellar walls, Misses. and the 
like. Thefe things may ferve to 


give us pretty juft ideas of its vig. 
lence: but it is to be obferved, that 
the violence of the fhock was diffes 
ent in different places; and not ey, 
attly the fame in towns contiguoy 
to one another; or indeed in all the 
parts of the fame town. 


‘There has been no earthquake inl 


the country, whofe duration was 
determined with fo much accurac 
as was that of this. Profeflor Win. 


throp at Cambridge, the day before, f 


oe 


me 


had adjutted his clock and watch by } 


a meridian line. 


His clock was | 


ftopped at 4h. 11/ 35”. Being awak. | 


ed by the earthquake, he arofe, and 
looking upon his watch found it to 
be fifteen minutes after four. The 
jarring continued about a minute af- 
ter this. The next day the watch 
was found to have kept time very ex- 
actly. So that the duration of the 
earthquake, taking in the whole of 
the time from the firft agitation: of 
the earth, till it became perfectly qui. 
et, was very nearly four and a 
half minutes ; though the violence of 
the fhock did not laft half fo long, 
This obfervation’ of its duration x 
Cambridge, agreed pretty well wit 
fome of the fame kind made at Bot 
ton, by gentlemen who were up, ani 
looked upon their watches when i 
began and ended. In other places 
its duration might be different, a 
cording to the diferent violence ¢ 
the fhock. 

By the accounts of thofe who wer 
in’ the commons and open places 
when the earthquake began, 
courfe of it was nearly from north 
weft to fouth-eaft. It was almol 
univerfally agreed, that the noi 
and fhakes feemed'to pafs in that di 
rection : and thofe things which we 
in fuch a fituation as that they migh 
have been thrown indifferently toan 
point of the compafs, pretty generall 
lay in that dire¢tion. 

The extent of this earthquake 
was traced to a great diftance, On 
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the fouth-weft, it reached as far as 
Chefapeak-Bay in Maryland : be- 
ing felt on the eaftern, but not on 
the weftern fide. To the north-eatt, 
it was felt as far as Halifax, It is 
much more difficult to determine its 
wetervoreafternlimit. It extended 
ro all our back fettlements ; was 
felt at Lake George, and probably 
many miles beyond ; but at Ofwego, 
f{tuate on the fouth eaftern fhore of 
lake Ontario, and diftant from Bofton 
shout two hundred and fifty miles 
wet-by-north, it was not felt at 
all, On the atlantic, the fhock 
was fo great, feventy leagues eaft of 
Cape Ann, that the people on board 
aveflel, in that longitude, thought 
they had run aground, or ftruck 
upon a rock, till on founding, they 
found they had more than fifty fa- 
thom water. By accounts, which 
were foon after received from’ the 
Weft-Indies, it feems probable that 
the earthquake reached as far as thofe 
iflands; or, rather, paffed by to the 
eattwardofthem. ‘The account was, 
‘‘Thaton the 18th of November, 
«about two o’clock in the after- 
«noon, the fea withdrew from the 
“harbour of St. Martin’s, leaving 
“the veflels dry, and fifh on the 
* banks, where there ufed to be three 
* or four fathom water: and it con- 
“tinued out a confiderable time ; fo 
“that the people retired to the high 
“lands, fearing the confequence of 
“its return: and when it came in, 
“ it arofe fix feet higher than ufual, 
“fo as to overflow the low lands. 
“There was no fhock felt at the 
“ above time.” 

As this extraordinary motion of 
the fea happened about nine hours af- 
terthe great fhock was felt in New- 
England, it feems very likely to have 
been occafioned by the fame convul- 
fon of the earth. As this earth- 
quake went off fouth-eaftward into 
the Atlantic, it would pafs confider- 
ably to the eaftward of St. Martin’s, 


which has about 18° of north lati- 
tude, with 624° of weft longitude. 
And this was the cafe at the ifland. 
There was no thock felt: but the 
motion of the fea was probably ow- 
ing to a great agitation, raifed at a 
confiderable diftance, in fome part 
of the ocean, by the paffage, or by 
an eruption of the earthquake, and 
from thence propagated to that 
ifland. And what feems to beacon- 
firmation of this, the length of time 
was no greater than what feems necef- 
fary forfuch a purpofe. We cannot, 
indeed, ftate, with great accuracy, 
the velocity with which the earth- 
quake moved ;: but yet itis very e- 
vident from its duration, and being 
preceded with a roar, that its motion 
was not very fwift: and that of the 
waves, raifed hereby, and propagat- 
ed, to theland, muft have been much 
flower: both of which might eafily 
take up nine hours in being propagat- 
ed, and thatin acircular direétion, 
to fuch a diftance as that of Bofton 
and St. Martin’s. ‘Theextent, there- 
fore, of this earthquake, from fouth- 
weft to north eaft, muft have been a- 
bout eight hundred miles: but from 
north-weit to fouth-eatt, it reached at 
leaft nineteen hundred; and, perhaps, 
many more. 
As the effects of this earthquake, 
reat alterations were obferved inthe 
aewthy wells and ponds of water: 
in fome, the quality of the water 
was altered ;_ in others, the quantity. 
New fprings were opened ; old ones 
dried up; the channel in many was 
much changed; and the water in 
fome was obferved to boil up in an 
unufual manner, for feveral days 
both before and after the earthquake. 
At Pembroke, Scituate and Lancatter, 
there were chafms made in the earth. 
At Pembroke, there were four or 


five of them; out of fome of 


which, water iffued, and many cart- 
loads of a fine, whitihh and com- 
preflible fort of fand, was fpew- 
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ed*. Nor were its effeéts confined 
to the land ;—feveral of the fea- 
faring men agreed in their accounts, 
that almoft immediately after the 
earthquake, large numbers of fith, of 
different forts, both great and {mall, 
came up to the furface of the water, 
fome dead, andothers dying. One of 
the fifhing vefiels, at that time ovt 
upon ring Sax 9 took up and brought 
in {<veral quintals of thefe fifh, which 
were found in large numbers, dead 
and dying, upon the furface of the 
fea. t 
NOTES. 


* Speaking of this fand, ‘* By 
what I have heard,” fays dr. May- 
hew, ‘* it was of a fulphureous na- 
ture.” Itis to be regretted, that no 
experiments were made with it, to 
determine, with certainty, whether 
this was the cafe or not, 

+ In phenomena, of whofe caufes 
we have fo little knowledge, it is beft 
to note every circumftance, however 
minute, and whether it feems to have 
much connexion with the fuppofed 
caufes or not ; as we do not know 
but that they may be of ufe, when 
future obfervations come to be com- 

ared with them. For this reafon, 
it may not be amifs to fubjoin to the 
above account. 1. That at the time 
of the earthquake, there was no 
alteration in the atmofphere, asto its 
weight or temperature: the barome- 
ter and thermometer not undergoing 
anyalteration. 2. A very great white 
fro was obferved in the morning, 
much larger than had been for feve- 
ral years, When it was melted, 
profeffor Winthrop meafured it, and 
found that it covered the ground 
Tose parts of an inch ; which was 
almoft double of any there had 
been for feven years before, and 
about five or fix times as great as 
what is common in this country. 
The account of this earthquake is 
collected from profeffor Winthrop’s 


‘There were feveral fmall thock, 
foon after this of November 18,— 
One in about an hour and a quarte 
after the firft, viz. at sh. 20/. 4 
fecond, on November 22, at twenty. 
feven minutes after eight at night, 
A third, on December 19, at ich, 
P.M. ‘Their violence and duratiog 
was {mall; their courfe, much like 


that of the great fhock ; and their 


extent, fuch as to be pretty general] 
felt through the country.” Many 
others, but very fmall, were felt in 


different parts of the Maffachafetts 
and New-Hampfhire, for feveral 
months after. 

In 1757, there was another earth. 
quake ; which, tho’ fmal!, was rr 
nerally felt. I cannot find any print. 
ed account of this fhock, and, ther. 
fore, can only mention fome 
obfervations, which I then made of 
it. It came on July 8, N.S, x 
about zh. 20’, P.M. 1 was thes 
in an open field, furrounded with 
pretty high hills, from the fouth-weé 
to north-eaft, in company with ano 
ther perfon, ‘The firft thin we per 
ceived was a {mall noife, Tike the 
of a rifing wind, which feemed » 
be at a great diftance, but fwiftly 
advancing. It was half a minue 
before there was any fhock. This! 
inferred, not barely from any cos 
jecture I was then able to make 
which in a ftate of furprife mutt te 
greatly uncertain, but from this cir- 
cumftance : after hearing the noife 
we had enquired of each other what 
it could be ; and as there was no thake, 
concluded it was not an earthquake 
when immediately the fhock came o 
The converfation | well remember; 
and am certain it muft have wkea 


NOTE. 


le€ture, and account of it in Phil. 
Tranf. for 1757, art. 1. and from 
drs. Chauncey’s and Mayhew's «- 
counts of it. 
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up half a minute, if not more. The 


r 18. Mithock itfelf was not of very great 
Quarte MEforce ; but feemed as though fome 
9’. AMMfmall body was fwiftly rolling — 
‘Wenty. Biunder the earth, which gently raife 


night, MBup that part of the furface, that was 


it 10h, seat it, and then left it as gently to 
uration ME {ubGde. The courfe of this earth- 
ch like Hiicuake appeared, to me, to be from 
d their Miithe fouth-weit to the north-ealt.— 
nerally [iE The noife and thake feemed very 
Many plainly to come on, and go off in 
felt in Bb that diretion. 1 might, however, 
huferts Mi be deceived by the reflexion of the 
feveral Mi bond from the adjacent hills, of 

tom fome other caufe ; for almott 
carthe Mewery one judged very differently of 
aS gre ts courfe, that it was from north- 
r Print. wet to fouth-caft, This was the 
, there. judgment of feveral men, who were 
eneral at work together, in a a open 
rade of field, where there was nothing to 
Sa mfett the found, or miflead the 
s thn fe jodgment. It is not impoffible that 
d with och might have been right in their 
h-wet opinion ; and this, upon t whole, 
h ano J am apt to think was the cafe : that 
ve per. although its general courfe was from 
¢ the porth-weft to fouth-caft, yet, in parti- 


cular places, it left its general courfe, 
and run out to any point of the 
compafs, as the fubterrancous veins, 
or channels, might lead it. From 
the effects of other earthquakes, par- 
teularly that of turning and twift- 
ing chimmies, &c. it feems as though 
this had been the cafe with moft of 
the large earthquakes we have had. 
On the t2th of March, 1761, 
there was alfo a {mall earthquake. 
It hegan about 2h. 30/ in the morn- 
ing Tt was faid to have been 
divided into two fhocks, with a {mall 
paule between, the lait of which was 
the greateft. The weather was 
moderate, like that of the preceding 
cay, and a perfect calm retted on the 





Phil. land and water; the horifon all a- 
from roved, being covered with a whitith 
4 x- tog. The duration was fuppofed to 

be about half a minute. Hap- 


yor 


— in the night, and being too 
mall to awake people in general, 
nothing can be collected with any 
certainty as to its courfe. = Its extent 
however, was confiderable ; heing ; 
felt not only in the Mailachoferis, : 
but in mott of the adjoining flates. 
The fame year, on November 1, 
about 8h. P. M. there was anothe 
earthquake, As ufual, this was pr 
ceded with a heavy rumbling nose, 
which increafed to a pretty loud re 
port as itcame near. 
confiderable interval of time between 


There was 1 


the roar and the thake. I endtea 
voured to make fome computation 
of at by this met head raf? as the : 


fhock began to abate, | looked on 
my watch to note the time. ! 
report Ll could hear for about half a 
minate after this. Ic is I 


er bree it 





was aboot as long in ming 
which wou!ld give hall a minut 
tween the noile and fal j 
fhou k itfelf was of the undulato ; 
kind: not violent, bot futhoent 
make the doors and windows | : 
and clatter. Its courie « ery 
plainly from morth weit to | 
and it Was pretty generally ¢ 
the flate, and in New-Hla 
In the veats 1°46, 4° >, avn 1 . ; 
there were {imail carthques Tt ; 
courfes were all, | think. frou 
north-weft to fourth call ! i 
rations not more than twely q 
feconds; and their catent bat fom 
Not bes: g attended with a t 
femarkalic, if i8 Mot ne ary 
write particular accounts of toe 
November 29, 1745, a)» 
s4’, P.M. there was another (mail 
earthquake in New-Eng 
extent was very conic 
felt in Pennfylvania, N 
New York, Looanert 
Ifand, Maflachafetts, and NS 
Hampthire. At Bot 
but one thock - and that « ¢¥ 
lent enough to he gener. ‘ 
At Hastiord and New » mn 
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Conneticut, but one fhock was per- 
ceived; butit feems to have been 
more confiderable than at Bofton. At 
New York, three fhocks were felt, 
about the hours of nine, eleven, and 
two the next morning. At Phila- 
declphia, they had a fhock about ele- 
ven o’clock, and another the next 
morning, about two. At the firft of 
thefe, ‘* molt of the houfes were 
*‘ very fenfibly fhaken,” but the 
other was not generally felt. Being 
but {mall in moft places, and hap- 
pening inthe night, the courfe of 
this earthquake was not much attend- 
ed to. ‘The cnly remark I can find 
upon this, is in an account from 
Newhaven; in which it is faid, 
«* Its courfe was nearly from north 
‘* to fouth, and it continued about 
** one minute.” 


Obfervatio s and remarks on the earth- 


quakes of New-England. 
y ‘O have a general view of the 


agreement and difagreement of 
ahe phenomena that have attended the 
earthquakes of New-England, it may 
be of ufe to make fome general ob- 
fervations on the preceding hiitorical 
account. 

It feems worthy of remark, than 
all the earthquakes of this coun- 
try, have been of the fame kind. 
Writers on this fubje&t, have fome- 
times diftinguifhed earthquakes into 
two cilferent kinds, according to 
the different motions of which they 
have confifled. In fome, an hori- 
zontal, in others, a perpendicular 
motion has been chiefly obferved. 
In the one, the earth feemed to 
move, as it were, from fide to fide: 
in the other, its motion feemed to 
be up and down. Both thefe moti- 
ons have been united in the earth- 
quakes of New-England. All, of 
which we have had any particular ac- 
count, have come on with an undu- 
latory motion, like that of a wave ; 
which-firlt rifes till it comes to its 


greateft height, and then fubfides. 
and in fubfiding, fpreads  itfelf 
with an horizontal motion, all q. 
round. ‘This has appeared, wis) 
the moft fenfible evidence, to be th 
cafe, in all the earthquakes I hay 
ever felt. They have all appeared, 
to me, to come on, as if a folid 
body, or a wave of earth, (if the 
expreffion may be allowed) was rol. 
ling along under the furface of the 


earth ; which firft raifed that part | 


which was over it, and then left it gra- 
dua!ly to fubfide : the confequence 
of which was, a ftrong “undulatory 
motion of the earth ; which was im. 
mediately fucceeded with.an rniver- 
fal trembling, or very quick jarring, 
vibratory motion, as though the 
earth was ftruggling to recover its 
former pofitiun. 

Another thing obfervable in the 
earthquakes of New England is, 
they have all gone in much the fame 
courfe. Astotwoor three af he 
earthquakes, we have no account of 
their courfe : but in all thofe in 
which it was determined, there is 1 
very great agreement. They areall 
defcribed as coming from about 
north-weft, and going off about 
fouth-eaft. As this .was the cafe 
with all whofe dire€tion was obferv- 
ed, we may rationally conclude, 
that they all proceeded in pretty 
much the fame general track ; in 
a path from about north-weft to 
fouth-eaft, though with many fiall 
deviations and irregularities, in par- 
ticular places. ‘This, if I do not 
miftake, has.not been generally the 
cafe in the earthquakes of other 
places. The great earthquakes which 
have fpread defolation in Sicily, 
Peru, and Jamaica, inftead of pro- 
ceeding in any regular courfe, are 
defcribed rather as inftantaneous 


blafts, which ftruck dreadfully up- 
wards,—not proceeding in any cet- 
tain track, from one country to ano- 
ther; but fuch as burft and rent a 











. 


S itfelf 
1, all a. 
d, with 
to be the 
I hav 
Ppeared, 
a folid 
} (if the 
Was rol. 


- of the 


hat part 


frit gra- 
equence 
Julatory 
Was Im. 
univers 
jarring, 
gh the 
over its 


> in the 
and is, 
1¢ fame 
af ithe 
‘ount of 
hofe in 
re is 3 
r are all 
about 
about 
he cafe 
obferv. 
nclude, 
pretty 
k ; in 
veft to 
~ {mall 
in. par- 
lo not 
lly the 
other 
which 
Sicily, 
of pro- 
e, are 
aneous 
ly up- 
y cer. 
0 ano- 
rent a 


Ob fervations and remarks on the earthquakes of News-Englasd. Og 


Jarge circle of earth all around. 
But with us, they have all proceeded 
yn a different manner ; and in a man- 
ner apparently regular ;—fiercely 
driving along, as it were, inthe fame 
pathy as though a paflage had been 
open for, or by them, from one 
country to another ; in fome places 
coming more near, and in others, 
running more remote from the furface 
of the earth, And the diftance to 
which fome, and probably feveral 
have run in the fame courfe, has been 

reatly amazing ;—nineteen hundred 
miles at leaft, and how much more 
we know not. 

From the laft remark it feems pro- 
bable, that the earthquakes of this 
country, have had their origin at 
fome confiderable diftance to the 
north-weft of New England, and 

fibly at much the ; place. 
Wanner might be the cafe with 
thofe {mall fhocks that have had but 
a {mall extent, or wherefoever they 
might begin, the larger ones have 
all been obferved to come from the 
north-weft ; and they were of much 
the fame violence at the moft nerth- 
wefterly fettlements, as at other 
places in the country. The place, 
therefore, where they have had their 
origin, muft have been in fome part 
of the unknown lands which lie to 
the north-weft of New England ; 
and probably at fome vinilentie 
diftance from any of the European 
fettlements ; as there has been no 
acount from any of them, in which 
ithad not the fame direétion, com- 
ing on from the north-weft. Whe- 
ther the great fhocks have all origi- 
nated at the fame place, we have no 
way to determine ; but from the 
agreement of their courfes and mo- 
tions, it feems not an improbable 
fuppofition. 

There feems to have been a parti- 
cular part of the continent of North- 
America, which has been the feat of 
the earthquakes of New England, 


and to which they have always been 
confined. To the fouth-weit, they 
have feveral times reached as far as 
Maryland ; but never fo far as Vir- 
ginia or Carolina. To the north- 
eaft, they have been bounded by 
Nova-Scotia; having never been felt 
much farther than Halifax. From 
the unknown lands, at the north- 
weft, they have gone off fouth-eatt 
into the Atlantic: their extent this 
way, being greater than we are able 
to trace on either point of the com- 
pafs. The province of Maffachu- 
fetts-Bay, or rather, that part of 
New England which is about the 
Jatitude 43° north, where the river 


Merrimack empties itfelf into the 


Atlantic, has generally been the 
centre or place of their greateft vio- 
lence. If from this piace, a line 
be drawn north-weit, it will pretty 
well reprefent the central courfe of 
the earthquakes of this country : and 
from this line they have extended 
about four hundred miles to the 
fouth-weft and north-eatt. Ir is not 
meant to be very particular, but on- 
ly general, as to thefe bounda:ies.— 
And the whole country, within thefe 
limits, has been repeatedly thaken— 
moft violently about the middle, 
and leaft fo towards the fouth-weit 
and north-eaft boundaries. As far 
as can be gathered from the accounts, 
it feems probable, that moft of the 
great fhocks have reached to mueh 
the fame places : the fmall ones, 
indeed, have not had fuch an extent ; 
being felt only in different provinces 
and towns. But all the earthquakes, 
within the above-mentioned limits, 
have come from the fame point, and 
ran in the fame courfe: the great 
ones reaching to much the fume ex- 
tent, as though there was forething 
to direct their motions the fame way, 
and confine them to the fame limits. 
With what velocity thefe earth- 
quakes moved, it is not eafy to de- 
termine. In many accounts.of cathy 
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quakes, their motion has been faid 
to be inttantaneous, like that of the 
electrical fhock. The reverfe has been 
the cafe in the earthquakes of New- 
England. Inftead of being inftan- 
taneous, their motion has never been 
very fwift. ‘To compute, indeed, 
with accura.y, with what velocity 
any of tkem moved, we have no 
fufficient data. Had the times at 
which any of them,begun, been care- 
fully noted at places whofe diftances 
were known, it might have opened 
the way to fome very curious conclu- 
fions, But all the accounts, except- 
ing one of profeflor Winthrop, are 
too general to form any certain infe- 
rences of this kind. There is, how- 
ever, one article in the accounts of 
the earthquakes of 1727,17§5 1757s 
and 1761, from whence we may con- 
clude, that the velocity of their mo- 
tion, was confiderably lefs than that 
of found. Mott of the accounts of 
the earthquakes of 1727 and 1755, 
agree, that the roar was heard at leaft 
half a minute before the fhake began. 
The found, therefore, that was occa- 
fioned by the approach of the earth- 
quake, preceded the fhock with a 
motion confiderably fwifter than that 
of the earthquake itfelf. Now, 
found moves about thirteen miles in 
a minute ; andthe motion of this 
was confiderably fwifter than the 
motion of the earthquake. In the 
earthquakes of 1757 and 1761, the 
found was alfo heard half a minute 
before the fhock was felt: and as 
the report was much lefs, and there- 
fore could not reach fo far as in the 
larger fhocks, the inference will be, 
that thefe fmall fhocks moved with a 
velocity confiderably lefs than the 
larger one. And, indeed, the fup- 
potition feems not improbable, that 
the velocity with which an earth- 
quake moves, fhould bear fome pro- 
portion to its violence—to the 
ttrength and force of thofe caufes, 
by whofe operation it is produced, 


Whether there does not feem fon 
evidence that this has been the caf 
with us, the reader will judge fy the ir 
himfelf, from what has been obfe fm half 


ved above. _If this is the cafe, ajfm howe 
believe it is, future obfervations mali earth 
determine it with much more cele their 
tainty and precifion, than any thai to th 
have yet been made. our 
Bat although we are able to difJam mutt 
cern fome appearances of agreement we, ' 


and fimilitude in thofe phenomenal of ¢! 
that have been mentioned, we can. earth 
not difcern any in the times in which 
thefe earthquakes have happened, 
From their having all proceeded in 
the fame courfe, one might be led to 
fufpect, whether their caufes, what. 
ever they are, operating in the fame 
dire¢tion, would not require neatly 
the fame intervals of time, to 
fufficient force to produce the fame 
effects. But nothing of this natu 
is apparent. The intervals of tine, 
at which they have happened, hay 
been very different, and without any 
apparent regularity. Not to mentia 
the {maller fhocks, there have bea 
five which have been diftinguifhd 
by their being much larger than th 
reft: thofe, I mean, of 1638, 1656 
1663, 1727, and 1755.  Betwer 
the two former of thefe, there w 
an interval of twenty-eight years. 
Between the two next, an interval ¢ 
five years: then one of fixty-four 
and between the two laft, of twen 
years. Ata medium, this will mak 
one in about twenty-feven years. 
in thefe different intervals, there # 
no apparent order, regularity, or pro- 
rtion, in the times of their happee 
ing. Neither does there feem to be 
any proportion between the intervals 
of time, and the violence of the fhock. 
One would be apt to imagine, that 
the longer the caufes were gathering 
ftrength, the greater would be the 
violence of the earthquake when it 
came: and yet that of 1755, was 
greater than that of 1727, though 
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the interval of time had not been 
half fo long. It is to be obferved, 
however, that as our accounts of the 
earthquakes are but imperfect, as to 
their number, and much more fo as 
to the degree of their violence, all 
our reafonings, upon this article, 
muft be very uncertain. Nor could 
we, without very accurate accounts 
of the time and violence of the 
earthquakes—the fmaller ones as 
wellas the greater—ftate any pro- 
rtion between ig! times and the 
fhocks, fuppofing fuch proportions 
to exift. But if tee 4 ae fuch 
ttions, or any order and regu- 
bray, in their periods, it is not ap- 
rent; indeed rather the contrary, 
rom all the accounts I have been 
able to collect. 

It is alfo worthy of remark, that 
thefe earthquakes do not feem to 
have any connexion with any thing 
that falls under our obfervation. It 
has been fufpeéted, by thofe who ac- 
count for the origin of earthquakes 
on the principles of electricity, and 
by many others, that there is fome 
connexion between the ftate of the 
weather, or rather atmofphere, and 
the happening of an earthquake. 
As our knowledge of this fubje€@ is 
fo imperfect, it may not be amifs to 
note every thing of this kind. And 
itis obfervable, that the earthquakes 
have generally happened in calm, 
ferene, and pleafant weather. Some 
of the accounts are very imperfect 
in this refpect: yet, in general, 
they feem to agree pretty much in 
this particular. But though it has 
generally been the. cafe, that the 
arthquakes have come on in fair 
ad pleafant weather, it has not 
len univerfally fo. In the earth- 
wake, which happened November 
12,1755, after the great fhock on 
he 18th, the weather was not clear 
ind fair, but dull, and cloudy, and 
atended with fmall thowers, and a 
kik gale at fouth-weft. And in 

Vol. ILI. No. IV. 


March, 1771, there was a {mall 
fhock, when, inftezd of the wea- 
ther being fair, there was a heav 
ftorm of fnow. But perhaps it is 
of no great confequence to mention 
this. It has been inore common 
for wyiters on this fubject, to at- 
tempt to find fome preceding figns, 
or forerunners, of thefe events, 
And in this refpect, fear and fuper- 
ftition have been abundantly fruitful. 
Philofophy has nothing to do with 
the many idle reports of this kind, 
which have prevailed among the vul- 
gar. But among the many things 
which have been fuppofed to exitt, 
there is one which deferves our no- 
tice, as having probably a feal foun- 
dation in nature. Ancient and mo- 
dern writers have fuppofed, that it 
might in fome cafes be a prelude 
to an earthquake, when the water 
in deep pits, wells, caverns, {prings, 
&c. is thrown into uncommon mo- 
tions, difturbed, altered and chang- 
ed, asto its cour‘e, kind, or qua- 
lity. It is rational to fuppofe, that 
fuch events may, in fome cafes, 
proceed from thofe caufes, which, in 
a little time, have burft out, and rent 
the adjacent country. Some curious 
obiervations of this kind were men- 
tioned by meffieurs Dudley and Allin, 
as happening a few days before the 
earthquake of 1727: and fomething 
of the fame kind was obferved pre- 
vious to the earthquake of 1755. As 
thefe accounts have been mentioned*, 
itis unneceflary to repeat them here. 
Iam far from fuppofing, that any 
certain prediction F earthquakes can 
be generally made from fuch obfer- 
vations ; as fuch events may, and no 
doubt do, happen, without being fol- 
lowed by any fhocks; and earth- 
uakes often take place without any 
fach events. But at the fame time 
it can hardly be doubted that the 


NOTE. 
* Vide p. 293 and 296. 
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alterations obferved in the water of 
thefe wells, were owing to the opera- 
tion of the fame caufes, which in a few 
days burft forth with fuch violence 
as to fhake all New England. With 
regard to the ill effe€ts, which have 
fucceeded earthquakes in fome coun- 
tries, it is well known there have 
been many and fearful accounts. 
In fome places they are faid to 
have been followed by great mor- 
tality, pettilential diforders, and the 
moft raging ficknefs. Nor is it 
improbable that the air fhould be 
infected with noxious effluvia, from 
the vapours which were before con- 
fined, and perhaps corrupted. It 
feems credible, that fomething of this 
nature has been the caufe, and pro- 
bably, the confequence of all <a 
in fome places. Many of thefe reports, 
indeed, feem to be much like what 
has been {aid of the effeéts of comets, 
meteors, ard the conjun@ions of the 

lanets. But at the fame time it 
eems probable, both from ancient 
and modern accounts, that in fome 

laces, peftilential diforders have, 
in faét, and probably as the confe- 
quence, fucceeded great earthquakes. 
Nothing of this nature has been the 
cafe in New England. It is. how- 
ever, highly probable from the rev. 
mr. Lowel’s obfervation*, that fome 
very noxious vapour or effluvia, at- 
tended the eruption of the earthquake 
of 1727: bur no bad effects, no 
peftilential diflempers, no fweeping 
ficknefs, or uncommon diforder, or 
mortality, ave Leen obferved to fuc- 
ceed any of the earthquakes of this 
country; no otherwife, at leaft, than 
what has been common at other 
times. 


NOTE. 


* Vice p. 295. 


(Conjeflures on the caufes of thefe carthe 
quakes will appear in our next.) 


306 Theory of water-/pouts. 


Theory of water-/pouts, by Andrew 
Oliver, ¢ wth Salem, in the Slate 
of Maffachujetts, 


Y laft eflayt contained a the. 
ory of lightning and thunder 
ftorms, which was fuggefted to my 
mind upon the perufal of dogtor Prieft. 
ley’s hiftory of eleétricity. In the 


inveftigation of which theory, while | 


1 was endeavouring to account for 
the exhibitions of thofe phenomena 
upon the ocean, at great diftances 
from the land, foe thoughts natu. 
rally occurred, relative to the water. 
fpout—a phenomenon as curious per. 
haps as any one in nature, and which 
can rarely take place but at fea. 
Water-fpouts have by fome been 
fuppofed to be merely eleétrical in 
their origin ; particularly by fignior 
Beccaria, (Prieftley’s hift. of eleét. p, 
355» 356) who feems to have fup. 
ported bis hypothefis by fome experi. 
ments. But as feveral {ucceffive phe. 
nomena are neceflary to conftitute 1 
complete water-fpout, (fome of whict 
undoubtedly depend upon the elec 
tric principle) if we attend to th 
moft authentic defcriptions of thek 
fpouts, through their varions tages, 
rom their firlt exhibition to their to 
tal diflipation, we fhall be obliged t 
have recourfe to fome other princi 
ple, in order to obtain a complet 
folution. I fhall, therefore, firft d 
fcribe thefe phenomena according tt 
the beft obfervations I have m 
with; and then, endeavour to giv 
a general philofophical folution 0 
them. But I muft here obferve, that 
the following defcriptions are all ta 
ken from the accounts of mariners, 
who are indced the only perfons wha 
have opportunities of viewing them; 
but, ha santana for the caufe o 
philofophy, do not ufually obferve 


NOTE. 


+ See page 226. 
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them with that circumftantial accu- 
racy, refpeCting the previous and {ub- 
fequent ftates of the atmofphere, 
which may be neceffary to found a 
complete phyfical folution upon, nor 
with any view to that end; as it is 
foreign to their main bufinets, trade 
and commerce. But as fuch accounts 
are the bet I have met with even in 
the tranfations of the royal fociety 
down to 1744, lower than which I 
have not feen them; from fuch I fhall 
endeavour to draw the beft conclufion 
which the nature of the evidence will 
jattify. x ’ 

The moft intelligent and beautiful 
account of a water fpout, that I ever 
met with, is in the abridgment of 
the Phil. Tranf. vol. vit, by Mar- 
tin, pa. 655. a8 it was obferved by 
mr. Jofeph, Harris, May 21, 1732, 
about funfet, lat. 32° 30'N. long. 9° 
E. from Cape Florida: which I thall 
here tranfcribe. 

« When firft we faw the fpout 
‘it was whole and entire, and 
* much of the fhape and proportion 
“ of a fpeaking trumpet ; the fimall 
‘end being downwards, and reach- 
“ingto the fea, and the big end 
“ terminatedin a black, thick cloud. 
“The fpout itfelf was very black, 
“and the more fo, the higher up. 
“It feemed to be exaétly perpen- 
“dicular to the horizon, and its 
“fides perfectly fmooth, without 
“the leaft ruggednefs. Where it 
“fell, the {pray of the fea rofe to a 
“confiderable height, which made 
“ fomewhat the appearance of a great 
“fmoke. From the firft time we 
“faw it, it continued whole about 
“a minute—and, till it was quite dif- 
“fipated, about three minutes, It 
“began to waite from below, and 
“fo gradually up, while the upper 
“part remained entire, without any 
“ vifible alteration, till at laft it end- 
“edin the black cloud above. Up- 
“on which there feemed to fall a 
“very heavy rain in the neighbour- 


“hood. There was but little wind, 
*‘and the tky elfewhere was pretty 
** ferene.”’ 

In other accounts, contained in the 
philofophical tranfaétions, thefe phe- 
nomena are defcribed as having the 
appearance of a {word pointing down- 
wards, fometimes perpendicularly, 
fometimes obliquely, towards a co- 
Jumn of water or froth, which feems 
to rife out of the fea to meet it, at- 
tended with a violent ebullition or 

rturbation at the furface. Again, 
in others the appearance is compared 
to fmoke afcending vifibly as 
through the funnel of a chimney, ei- 
ther dire¢tly, or with a fpiral mo- 
tion, which, according to the fancies 
of fome, refembles the afcent of wa- 
ter in the {crew of Archimedes ; by 
fuppofing fomething fimilar to which 
in the atmofphere, they have endea- 
voured to account for the rife of the 
water-from the fea in a water-fpout. 
To which | would add, that, from 
the relations of fome perfons who 
ufe the fea, with whom I have con- 
verfed upon the fubject, I find that 
it is no uncommon thing, during a 
calm below, and a ferene fky above, 
to obferve at the diftance of two or 
three leagues, a {mall cloud hovering 
in the air, from whence the com- 
mencing fpout feems to dart down- 
ward to the fea, upon which the ufu- 
al phenomena take place in their or- 
der. I have alfo been informed 
(and to information I muft truft, 
having never been at fea) that it is 
common, during thefe appearances, 
for fhips to fail, even within hail of 
each other, with different winds ; 
and within the limits of the fame vi- 
fible horizon, with contrary winds : 
and laftly, that the rife and progref3 
of this phenomenon is fometimes fo 
rapid, that, even ina ferene ky, a 
few minutes will be fufficient to ge- 
nerate a cloud from one of thefe 
fpouts, and to difcharge from thence 
a heavy fhower of rain, 
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Before I proceed to attempt a phi- 
lofophical folution of thefe curious 
produ@tions of nature, in which the 
two principal fluids of our globe, 
air and water, are largely concerned ; 
it may be neceffary to make fome 
obfervations upon the nature and 
propertics of fluids in general, as 
fuch. 

1. No fluid can be at reft unlefs 
every pr of it re(peétively be acted 
upon by an equal force or preffure in 
every direétion : till then its feveral 
parts will neceffarily recede from the 
greater preffure tawards the lefler; 
nor can an equilibrium take place, 

z. If twoor more fluids of diffe- 


~ rent natures and denfities come soge- 


ther, fuch as quickfilver, water, oil, 
and air, which will not mix ; they 
will take their places according to 
their {pecific gravities, the moft denfe 
remaining at the bottom. 

3. If a veffel be filled with either of 
thefe fluids, and a denfer one be ad- 
mutted into it, the latter will expel and 
take place of the former. 

4 If au empty cylindrical {pace be 
furrounded on all fides by a fluid, which 
is excluded by fome refitting furface 
terminating that f{pace, the duid will 
neceflarily, upon the fudden removal 
of the obftacle, immediately flow 
in from every fide towards the centre 
of the void: and as it flows inwards, 
the parts, next {urrounding this fpace, 
will thereby be elated together, 
and force each other upwards, tll at 
length, when clofed, the fluid will, by 
its afcent, have formed a column di- 
retly over the middle of the fpace, to 
a height proportionable to the united 
force of the converging currents. 
This mutt be the cafe with every fluid 
thus flowing into a vacuum ; and ina 
leffer degree, when 2 denfer fluid, in 
a fimilar fituation, fupplants a rarer : 
and the greater the difference of the 
denfities of the two fluids might be, 
the more confpicuous would Fe the 
effect. 


This i 
and the conch exemp! 
fatts which muft have occarred tg 
the obfervation of every one. Do 
1 Aes nee when a fhower of 

ail, or rain inlarge drops, falls o 
the furface of fisor t water, i 
the water rifes, wherever they fall, 
like fo many little inverted icicles, 
which again inftantly fublide? the 
caufe of which undoubtedly is, thae 
thefe drops, or hail flones, deicend. 
ing from a great height in the atmo 
fphere, acquire feverally fuch a mo. 
mentum in their fall, as to 
through the farface to a proportional 
deothe driving the ebathadd water 
back on every fide, and leaving a 
momentary vacuum behind them ; 
not in a pure vacuum, but foc 
relative to the furrownding fluid, 
which immediately returns to fil op 
the chafm, and as it clofes, gathe 
and rifes in the little columns abor 
defcribed. When a large roual 
ftone, or any other heavy body 
plunges, the effect is proportionably 
greater. 

s- Let us, for argument’s (ake, 
fu the atmofphere over any cet- 
tain circular tract of ocean, of fome 
miles in diameter, to be for a mo- 
ment annihilated, the {pace it occe- 
pied before being reduced to a pax 
vacuum—the furrounding atmo 
fphere, when at liberty, would mh 
in fromevery quarter towards the 
centre, where the converging cut 
rents would immenfely om each 
other, and force up a vat quanuty 
of air through a very narrow funnel, 
contracted below by the united 
fure of thofe currents from all fides, 
into the higher regions; which foes 
nel, as the denfity of the air lefieas 
according to its height, and the far- 
rounding preffure which contracts # 
mult decreafe nearly in the fewe 
proportion, would more and mor 
diverge and expand, the higher it role 
above the furlace of the ica. Tos 

















EB oPsak 


PeRRTE 


: not in degree; the denfer air 
a quarters without, expelling 


~~ 


ia: tity of this confluent air, 
’ pp sem biped be driven 
wih violence through a like nar- 
vent, yet aot with the fame im- 
etwoGty nor to the fame height, as 
{ forced through a funnel into a 


vacoum. 
That the atmofphere, over large 
tacts of (eaor land, may thus become 


{pecoficaily lighter than that over the 
jerrounding regions, will be evident, 
if we conhi » te That heat has a 
natural tendency to rately and ex 

the ait upon which it atts. 2, That 
the atmofphere, over oor heads, 
dees not confi of mere elementary 
wr, bet is an veiverfal receptacle of 
al the hererogencous va aod 
efivy ia which are perpet exhaling 
temevery fabtlance which exits upoe 
the face Of the carth, whether an- 
mi, vegetable, or meneral. 3. That, 
+ the cafaal difpofition of thefe 
apoers and ciievia in the atmo 
here, the ait, which is, of itkll, 
uteraily enough difpoted to — 
at from the paflage of the tun’s 
wi through it, may hecome more 
Nipofed to imbibe and retan that 
rt, in One regron, than in another 
rim amghboerhoad ; which, from 
te ineervention of clowds, of from 
spenty and freedom from thole 
‘em and vapoers with whch 


7 


te lormer is charged, may, m a 


the atmofphere adtually take place, 
and di the air, at one time 
and in one place, even in the fame 
fealoas of the year, to iminbe and 
retain the heat cxcited by the 
fon’s rays, more than at another, is 
not a matter of mere conjecture 
but, whatewer the caufe may be, 

notorious to all perions of obfer- 
vahon, 

“Thefe things being premifed, | 
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ss 
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portionably to flow in from 
all quartets wi the hits of the 
calm. 


When once this flagnated ais, ef, 
cially if of any great extent, 
comes fpecincally bi gheer than the far- 
rounding air, and fethewently rare to 
be feppianted by io—che latter will, 
of courte, fer in from crery Gide in 
herizoots! corrents; which will 
flow, either divettly of obliquely, 
towards one port, mm or acer the 
centre of the hecalned regvon afore 
fard : ty obbeqartees ol whch cwr- 
sents weil depend epon the dired trons 
edd velocines of the winds, of cur 
reno ot ar, whieh might previo! y 
heave taken place in the ferroendmy 
re gtots. Whee thefe corrents arriy« 


sove 


See theory of bghining, Sc. page 
2 30. 
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at the centre of their mutual conver- 
gency, all the ftagnated and rarefied 
air, which was betore incumbent upon 
the calm furface of the fea, will have 
been expelled and forced higher up 
into the atmofphere; upon which 
thefe currents, by their mutual con- 
courfe in one place, will excetlively 
crowd each other, as obferved a»ove, 
wherever it happens, driving the 
central air upwards with a violent 
blat; which, fhould the currents fet 
in obliquely, and fo converge with a 
— motion, towards the centre of 

ir mutual concourfe, would afcend 
as through the fcrew of Archimedes, 
or the worm of a cork fcrew, to 
both of which navigators have liken- 
ed thefe {fpouts: otherwife, it would 
rife through a ftrait, narrow fannel, 
as in articles five and fix above; 
which, if filled with any opaque mat- 
ter, would become vifible; and, at a 
diftance, would refemble a fpeaking 
trumpet, with the fmall end down- 
wards, in which form the water- 
fpout frequently appears. In the 
r cl cafes a whirlwind round about 
the centre, would undoubtedly be 
the confequence: and in either, a 
water-fpout would probably be pro- 
duced*. For the preffure of the at- 
mofphere is taken off from that part 
of the furface of the fea, which is 
direétly under the funnel through 
which the air is driven up: whereas 
the furrounding furface is at the fame 
time uncommonly prefled, from the 
confluence of the currents from all 
quarters+, whereby the water muft 


NOTE. 


*We fhall in the fequel fee 
abundant reafon to conclude with 
doétor Franklin and others, that 
water-fpouts at fea, and whirlwinds 
or the land, (fome fpecies of them 
ot leaft) are produced by the fame 
caufes. 

+In the abridgment of the philofo- 
pnical tranfaétions, vol. Il, (by Eames 
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neceflarily be forced up to a fea, 
height proportional to the furroundfards ir 
ing preffure, through the fame falirotrudi 


nel with the air itfelf : nor is thisailihe wart 


for in their afcent, the air and wailed. whi 
become confufedly mixed together pon th 
whereby the latter is broken and ric a 
tenuated into the finelt globules anfimmgitts th 
particles, as when one forcibly blo Jes af 
water out of his mouth: and fro; fpent. 
this mixture of the two fluids doubtdlmmperati 
lefs arifes that opacity which reng our, Wi 
the {pout vifible. dof tl 

This opaque column of air andilmith it 
water, together with the pafficelmift { 
through which it afcends, will ex pnume 
pand as it rifes, in proportion as the Ilmorpufc 


com preffare diminithes ; and, to fpec. fie the 


tators at too greata diitance to dif. pe til 
cern the narrow ftem rext the water, Jmment t¢ 
will refemble a fword, or acute cone 


pointing downwards from a final 
cloud ; to which they are frequently 
likened. But that thev do at tk 
fame time communicate with tk 
fea is evident from the perturbatia 
of the water dire&!y under thea, 
which fometimes boils and foams 4 
a great rate. This is ufually the fit 
appearance of one of thefe fpout 
the duration of which is eith 
longer or fhorter, and the fubi 
— phenomena more or lefs ce 
derable, according to the extent ¢ 
the caufe, and the mode of its ope 
ration. 


The water being thus raifed fros 


NOTE. 
and Martin) page 61, at the bottom 



















it appears, that the meeting of two +" 
contrary currents of air or contrary #im thefe 
winds, raifes the mercury in the ba-(ii itirl 
rometer near the place where it hap- i m0 gr 
pens, which indicates an increafe of i dnfe 
the preffure of the atmofphere upon I wher 
the furface of the earth or fea. How it me 
much.more then muft that preffure 3 have 
be increafed, from a general conflu- Hi ral d 
ence of the air from ail quarters to- t 
wards one {pot ? 137. 























‘urroung| 
ime fi 


ve fea, and forced irrefiftably up- 
ards in the fineft globules by the 
otruding air, arrives at length at 
be warm electrical air®* lately expel- 
j, which was previoufly incumbent 
non the calm furface beneath; the e- 
Aric attra@tion of which probably 
Tits the further afcent of thefe par- 
es after the firft fury of the blaft 
fpent. ‘There it undergoes another 
peration, being converted into va- 
sur, whereby it is wholly difcharg- 
Jof the marine falts it carried up 
ith itt; which are now left to 
ift for themfelves, together with 
umerable other heterogeneous 
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1 a5 the Mmorpufcles, which fucceflively float 
to fpec. fi the atmofphere, and which, in 
> to dif. time, become feverally fubfer- 
€ water, Jmentto many wife purpofes in the 
ite cone MBconomy of nature. Thefe vapours 


a {inal 
quently 


‘ill then be greedily attached by 
e craving particles of this air, 


at te Mow deficient of its natural quantit 
rith th Mfof eleGtric matterf, and forma denfe 
irbatia Mcloud, in like manner as thunder 


louds are formed over the land—but 
ith much greater expedition, as the 
the fit MMfupply of vapours is more fudden. 
{pout ME This cloud will then be ready, in a 
eithe—mmfhort time, to difcharge a fhower of 
fubsimfreth water upon the fea, from whence 
fs commit rofe, and may be attended with 
tent ofm™thunder and lightning, or not, as the 
ts opdmmpait, in which the cloud was formed, 
wasmore or lefs electrical, or the 
cloud extenfive. 
NOTES, 


salaries of lightning, &c. page 


r then, 


ams i 


d fros 


ottom Mm 23 
of two + The water, carried up in one of 
ontrary fim tele {pouts, isundoubtedly falt, when 
he ba-MM itfrt rifes from the fea, as it afcends 
it hap- MM ingreat quantities, and in a very 
cafe of MM éenfe column : but it is always freth 
_ vhen it defcends again ina fhower: 
. How Mi it mutt therefore, in the mean time 
preflure HM have gone through a complete natu- 
conflue HH tal dittillation. 

ers t0- t Theory of lightning, &c. page 

137s 
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A previous calm may not be necef- 
fary to the produdiion of thefe phe- 
nomena ; and indeed they frequently 
happen without one: but, upon the 
fame principle, if it be calmer where 
they are produced, or the ftate of the 
atmofphere there be fuch as to dif. 
pofe it to acquire and retain the heat 
acquired from the fun’s rays, more 
than in the furrounding regions, 
which, as we have feen above, may 
be the cafe, the effefis may be the 
fame in kind, though perhaps not in 
degree ; the moft perfect water-fpouts 

robably rifing from whence there 
fe previoully been adead calm, or 
nearly, fuch for the foregoing reafons. 

If there be any wind at the time 
of the phenomena, the aerial funnel, 
through which the water afcends, in- 
ftead of being perpendicular to the 
horizon, as it would be in a calm, 
might incline more or lefs to it, in 
proportion to the flrength or weak- 
nefs of the prevailing current of air: 
or, inftead of continuing in one 
fpot, it might have a progreffive mo- 
tion over the furface of the fea, in 
the dire€tion of the general current; 
both of which circumftances fre- 
quently take place. In either cafe, 
it is natural to fuppofe, that both air 
and water would afcend fpirally, as 
through the worm of a fcrew, every 
current, which fets in towards the 
centre, receiving an oblique bias from 
the prevailing current. . 

It fometimes happens, that after 
the fubfiding of a fpout, it is fuc- 
ceeded by a fecond, and that by a 
third, either in the fame place or at 
no great diftance from it. But this 
alfo is analogous to what we obferve 
upon the plunging of heavy bodies 
out of air into water. For, after 
the firft fubfiding of the fmall column 
of water, which is occafioned by it, 

and is above refembled to an icicle, 
the water again rifes and fubfides as 
at firft, though not in the fame de- 
gree; as may be concluded from thofe 
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fainter concentric circles which ex- 
pand from the fame centre, after the 
fubfidence of the firft column. ‘The 
fame thing which here takes place 
in water, may alfo take place in air, 
under fimilar circumftances. 

Since writing the foregoing, while 
I was endeavouring to contrive 
experiment to age ho fubjec, 
a very fimple one was uggefte to 
my Vind! the fuceefs of which I 
think demonftrates the truth of the 
hypothefis introduced above, to ac- 
count for the firft afcent of the water 
in the fpout; the event being pre- 
cifely the fame as was expected before 
hand, and as ought to have taken 
place, upon the principles above ad- 
vanced, 


EXPERIMENT. 


In a ftiff paper card, I made a hole 
jut big enough to infert a goofe 
quill, fo as that it —_— be fixed per- 
pendicularly to the plane of the card : 
after cutting the quill eff fquare at 
both ends, and fixing it, I laid the 
card upon the mouth of a wine glafs, 
filled with water, to within one fifth 
or fixth part of an inch from the 
lower orifice of the quill: then ap- 

lying my mouth to the upper part, 
I drew out the air in the qual a a 
ftrong fuction; andin one draught 
of my breath drew in abouta fpoon- 
ful of the water: this by ftronger 
fuctions I was able to repeat again 
and again, the quill remaining as be- 
fore. ‘The water, as 1 expetted, did 
not afcend to the mouth ina ftream, 
as it would have done, had the quill 
reached below the furface; but brok- 
en and confufedly mixed with the air 
which afcended with it: as is above 
fuppofed to be the cafe in the afcent 
of water in a fpout at fea. 

In this experiment, the fuction oc- 


- eafioned a vacuum, or at leaft a great 


rarefaction of the air, within and di- 
reCtly under the gaill: the furround- 
ing air of csttelwatd in from every 


rter to fupply it, ruthing up } 
the quill, aad thevegh & low 
mouth: the ure of the atm. 
fj being taken off fro, 
the furface of the water immedia 
ander the orifice, while the preffure 
= the furrounding furface remair 

, and was probably increafed, 
water was forced up, together with 
the air as above, notwithttanding . 

ill had no manner of communica. 
tion with the water. If the fuéion 
be made very ftrong, and the quill 


be fixed at the diftance of a quar.| 


ter of an inch or more from the 
water, a confiderable agitation and 
ebullition takes place in the water 
under it, fimilar to that obferved 
in moft natural water-fpouts, and 
the paflage of the water, from the 
furface to the quill, becomes very 
vifible. 

It was hinted, in the precedin 
note, that water-fpouts at fea, ps 
whirlwinds at land—fome fpecies of 
them at leaft—arife from the fam: 
caufe, how different foever their ap. 

rent effeéts may be. This I thint 
is made fufficiently evident from tl 
obfervations of a couple of lanj 
fpouts at Hatfield, in Yorkhire, b 
mr. Abraham de la Pryme*, whofe 
accounts of them I fhall here tranf. 
cribe, as the tranfaétions of the ro} 
fociety are in the hands of but few a. 
mong us, and the facts related hy him 
tend ftrongly to confirm the prefen 
theory, however his conclufions from 
them may differ from it. 

“ Onthe 15th of Auguft, 1687, 
** appeared a {pout in the air, at Hat- 
** field, in Yorkthire: it was about 
** a mile off, coming direély to the 
és e where I was. I took my pro- 
** {pective glaffes to obferve it as well 
** as I could. 


NOTE. 

® Abridgment of _ philofophica! 
tranfactions, vol, IV. by Jones, page 
106, 107. 
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: « The feafon was very dry, the 
 Intol. weathet extremely hot, and the air 
> the yery cloudy ; the wind aloft, and 
« pretty ftrong, and (which is re- 
< matkable) blowing out of feveral 


ia , 
« quatters at the fame time, and fil- 
mo , % Ting the air heteabouts with migh- 


hee ty thick and black clouds, layer 
” aime opon layer; the wind thus blow- 
ing foon created a great vortex, 
yration and whirling among the 
- "lms clouds; the centre of which every 
ioe snow and then dropt down in 
ear the fhape of a thick, long, black 
‘ the pipe, commonly called a fpout; 
sin which I could diftinétly view a 
water motion like that of a fcrew, con- 
lerved (age tinually drawing upwards, and 
and [ay &rewing up (as it were) whatever 
the fe it pan In its progrefs, it 
moved flowly over a hedge-row 
, and grove of young trees, which it 
edin made to bend like hazle wands, 
ina circular motion; then going 
es of A forward to a great barn, it twitch- 
fam: fg ed off in a minute all the thatch, and 
t ap gm filled the whole air therewith. 
int A Coming to avery great oak tree, 
« itmade it bend like the forego- 
« ing trees, and broke off one of the 
« greateft and ftrongeft branches, that 
«would not yield to its fury, and 
«twifting it about, flung it to a ves 
« ty confiderable diftance off; then 
« coming to the place where I ftood, 
« within three hundred yards of me, 
“I beheld this odd phenomenon, 
«and found that it proceeded from 
“nothing but a gyration of the 
1687,fm ‘clouds by contrary winds meeting 
Hat- (‘in a point or centre ; and where 
about MMM * the greateft condenfation and gravi- 
> the MM ‘tation was, falling down into a 
 pro- fm ‘pipe or great tube (fomething like 
swell HM! the cochlea Archimedis) and dat in its 
‘ working or whirling motion, either 
‘fucks up water, or deitroys fhips, &c. 
‘Having travelled about a quarter 
hical HM of a mile farther, it diffolved by the 
pege Mm prevalency of the wind that came 
‘ out of the eaft.”” 
Vol. III, No. IV. 





The account of the other is as 
follows, viz. ‘* I have feen another 
“ fpout in the fame place, which 
‘¢ very much confirms me in my no- 
‘*tion of the origin and nature of 
** them.—The zift of June, 1702, 
‘* was pretty warm; on the afternoon 
“of which day, about two of the 
** clock, no wind ftirring below, 
*€ though it was fomewhat great in 
“* the air, the clouds began to be 
« Big agitated amd driven to- 

gether; whereupon they became 
** very black, and were (moft vifibly ) 
hurried round, from whence pro- 
“* ceeded a mott audible whirlin 
** noife, like that commonly le 
in a mill. After a while, a long 
tube or fpout came down from the 
** centre of the congregated clouds, 
in which was a fwift {piral motion, 
** like that of a fcrew, or the cochlea 
Archimedis, when it is in motion, 
“* by which fpiral nature and {wife 
** turning, water afcends up into the 
** one as well as into the other. It 
** travelled flowly from weft to north- 
** eaft, broke down a great oak tree 
“* or two, frighted fome out of the 
“« fields, and made others tie down 
** flat upon their bellies, to fave be- 
“* ing whirled about and killed by 
“ jt, as they faw many jackdaws to 
** be, that were fuddenly caught up, 
** carried out of fight, and then catt 
** a great way amongit the corn; at 
“ jait it pafled over the town of 
«© Hatfield, to the great terror of the 
«¢ inhabitants, filling the whole air 
“« with the thatch that it plucked off 
“from fome of the houfes; then 
“© touching upon a corner of the 
‘< church, it tore up feveral fheets of 
‘* lead, and rolled them ftrangely 


** together ; foon after which it dit- 
** folved and vanifhed without doing 
«« any further mifchief. 

«* By all the obfervations that I 
*¢ could make of this, and the for- 
*¢ mer, I found that had they been at 
“* fea, and joined to the furtace there- 
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* of, they would have carried a 
“* vaft quantity of water up into the 
*€ clouds, and the tubes would then 
** have become much more ftron 
* and opaque than they wete, and 
‘* have continued much longer. 

‘© It is commonly faid, that at fea 
“ the water collets and bubbles 
*¢ up a foot or two high under thefe 
“ {pouts, before that they be joined : 
*¢ but the miftake lies im the pelluci- 
“« dity and finenefs of thofe pipes, 
« which do moft certainly touch the 
* furface of the fea before that any 
*¢ confiderable motion be made in it, 
** and that, when the pipe begins to 
« fill with water, it then becomes 
« opaque and vifible.” 

I fhall here make a remark or two 

upon the above-cited author's mode 
of expreffion in the foregoing ac- 
counts, which is evidently adapted 
to a preconceived idea of the cochica 
Archimedis, by fappofing fomething 
fimilar to which, as taking place in 
our atmofphere, he is not alone in 
endeavouring to account for thefe 
henomena. In conformity to this 
idea, he fpeaks of the fpout as draw- 
ing upwards, and fcrewing up what- 
ever it touched; and fuppofes that 
by its fpiral motion and fwift torn- 
ing, water afcends in it as in the 
fcrew of Archimedes, But this hy- 
othefis, however fpecious, has been 
sts fince exploded as unphilofo- 
phical. 

Mr. de lat Pryme mentions the 
appearance of a long black pipe, 
which now and then dropped down 
from the centre of the gyrating 
clouds ; in which pipe he diftinétly 
viewed a motion like that of a fcrew ; 
and as fach he feems to have fuppofed 
it ated, viz. either in the manner 
of a cork-fcrew upon folids, or as 
the cichlea Archimedis upon fluids, 
drawing them up into the atmo- 
fphere. But as he himfelf afterwards, 
when applying his obfervations to a 
fpout at fea, very juftly concludes 


Theory of water /portse 
that the pellucidity and finenefs | 


thefe pipes over the water, ” 
them invifible below, “* notwith 
«* ftanding (as he conceives) that 
‘* pipes do moft certainly touch tk 
“* furface of the fea before any conf 
** derable motion be made in it, and 
‘* that they are then rendered 
«* and vifible when they begin to { 
‘* with water;” might he not with 
equal reafon. have fuppofed that the 
aerial pipes, which he obferved over 
the land, were alfo continued from 
the clouds dowr to the furface 9 
the earth, as from their effe&s below 
one would naturally conclude they’ 
were, and that they were pellucid 
and invifible fo long as they contained 
nothing but air; but that, * evey 
** now and then,” when they mt 
with any fabftances which might 
perchance pafs within the compas of 
their gyration, or which they cout 
eafily carry up; fach as detachd 
parts of the broken clouds ; waterfros 
ftagnant ponds, brooks and riven, 
hay, ftubble, thatch, duft, &e. the 
then became opaque and vifible, 
that they appeared to dart downwa 
by a kind of optical deception; 
upon the foregoing principles, the 
pipes of air mutt neceffarily ' 
broadeft above, as we have alread 
feen, and terminate in a narrow fte 
helow, the broadeft part being, at 
diftance, firft vifible, and the fhank 
feemingly tapering downwards to 
point. It is, however, certain, fro 
the effects of the abovementic 
fpouts, that, whatever the appear 
ances were aloft, they were all occa 
fioned by the rufhing of the airu 
wards through a narrow paflage, tha 
was contratted below, bp he con 
courfe and preffure of the oppofite 
currents of that fluid, and dilated 
above from the diminution of that 
preffure. 

Ihave referved for this place an 
account of a curious fpout which 
made its appearance anno 1694, 0tm@lraa! 







































































fea, but in the ha:bour of Top- 
fham*, and at low water, which 
afled with a flow progreflive motion 
»ver both land and water ; a¢ting as 
complete water {pout over the lat- 
com as a whirlwind upon the 








i ormer : for when it paffed over the 
d opaque hannel of the river, it threw up 
in to filllehe water in a denfe ftream, as if it 
not withlMhad been impelied through the hofe 





fafireengine, and the itream a - 
ptdingly ended in a thick mitt, re- 
mbling a dark f{moke ; the furface 
fthe water, round about the fpot 
rom whence it rofe, being greatly 
vitated, as is ufual in thofe pheno- 
nena. In its courfe, it met with the 











ull of a new fhip, of about one 
** every MBundred tons, which was much 
they mt MMhaken by it, but received no hurt. 
h mi n pafling over the flats, it took hold 


ofaboat which was faftened to an 
nchor, twirled both boat and an- 
hor to fome height in the air, and 


ater from MMrent the boat ‘ from the head to the 
driven, Mi kecl.”” When it reached the fhore, 
Ke. theft lifted up another boat about fix 
ible, tfrom the ground, Jetting it fall 
whw gain upfide down; and had a 


trange effect upon a parcel of planks, 
ome of which were raifed up per- 
pendicularly, and ftood upon their 
ds while it paffled along. In 
ts further progrefs, it was attended 
ith the afnal effects of a whirlwind, 
uch as tripping off, not oniy thatch, 
but fheets of lead from the tops of 
houfes, and tearing off the limbs of 

This account may tend to 
nirm the theory here offered, as it 
povesto a demonilration, that the 
ater {pout therein defcribed, was oc- 
tioned by a previous whirlwind in 
te atmofphere ; which whirlwind 
asalio occafioned by the rufhing of 
large quantity of air upwards, from 


NOTE. 


* Lowthrop’s Abridgm. Phil. 
Iraaf. yo]. Il. page 104. 
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all quarters near the furface of the 
earth, through a very. contracted 
acrial paflage, towards the top of the 


atmofphere. The narrownefs ofthe . 


paflage, as determinable from the ef- 
fects obferved in its progrefs, fhews 
it to have been compreffed upon all 
fides by a general conflux of oppo- 
fite currents of air; as the rafhing of 
the air through it with fuch violence 
from beneath, does, that the denfity 
of the fluid, and the compredfive force 
of the currents, were greateit there. 
The afcending air carried up the wa- 
ter with it through the fame paflage ; 
not by any mechanical operation up- 
On it, like the action of a fcrew of a- 
ny kind ; but, merely, by taking off 
the preffure of the atmofphere Joon 
the furface of the water directly un- 
der it; whence the water muft necef- 
farily afcend, as in any common hy- 
draulic Machine; and that “with a 
force proportional to the preffure of 
the atmofphere upon the furrounding 
farface, now gieatly increafed by the 
confluence of thofe currents. 

Before 1 clofe this fubjeét, I fhall 
juft mention, without making any 
remarks, the effects which a whirl - 
wind had amongft a number of 
fhocks of corn at Warrington, in 
Northamptonfhire, Augutt the firft, 
1694: out of which from eighty to 
a hundred fhocks were carried up in- 
to the air, a great part of them out 
of fight. Thete, when the fury of the 
blatt was fpent, fell down again at 
the diftance of fone miles from their 
own field. The account of this 
whirlwind immediately precedes the 
article laft quoted from the philofo- 
phical tranfagtions, Should — the 
foregoing theory be adjudged tena- 
ble, it will render very credible 
thofe ftrange accounts which we 
have fometimes had, of its raining 
tadpoles and frogs, which have been 
found upon the tops of houfes after 
a fhower; and even fmall fithes, a 
fhower of which fell at Cranftead, 
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316 A fetch of the climate, water, and foil of South Carolina, 


near Wrotham in Kent, anno he 
on the Wednefday before eafter 
(Lowthorp’s abridgment of philo- 
fophical tranfaétions, vol. LI. pa 

144.) For fhould ene of thofe aerial 
pipes pafs over a frog pond, or the 
fhallow parts of a fith pond, the fame 
natural caufe, which in a fpout at fea, 
would catty up the water from the 


ocean, would alfo carry up the water fj 


from the ponds aforefaid, together 
with the contents ; whether tadpoles, 
frogs or fithes. Thefe muft defcend 
again fomewhere ; and rae sae 
fell, a fhower of fithes, frogs, or tad- 


poles, would be the confequence. 
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A fetch of the climate, water, and foil 
in South Carolina, by Lionel Chal- 
mers, M.D. of Charlefton, South Carc- 
lina ; written anno 1776. 


HE province of South Caro- 

I lina comprehends that extent of 
territory, which lies between the 
35th and gift degree 45 minutes 
of north latitude ; ftretching along 
the Atlantic ocean, north eaft by north, 
and fouth weft by fouth, nearly. 

The coaft of this country is fo 
low and flat, that it cannot be feen 
at the diftance of more than feven 
leagues: but, about fifty miles from 
the fhore, the land becomes more 
unequal, and confifts of fpacious le- 
vels, interfperfed with eafy rifings; 
which, gradually advancing in height 
towards the weft, terminate in a 
range of lofty mountains, that form, 
as it were, a chain which runs 
throughout the continent of North 
America, at the diftance of abeut 
three hundred miles from the fea 
coat. 

From the eaft fide of thefe moun- 
tains, many rivers arife, and run in 
very winding courfes, to difcharge 
themfelves into the ocean: and as 
the waters of all the qdjacent lands 


fall into them, thefe rivers are Hable 
to exceflive inundations ; fwelling, 
fometimes, more than twenty feet ig 


rpendicular height, in the aaa 


pace of twelve hours; particular 
in thofe where the dheniehs P 
narrow, and the banks fufficiently 
high to confine the waters. But 
where the land is lower, the waters 
themfelves many miles beyond 
their ordinary limits ; whereby cattle, 
and all other land animals, that cannot 
reach the high grounds, are deftroy. 
ed ; and thus the low lands may con. 
tinue deluged for many weeks, 
Thefe land fleods are owing either 
to the melting of fnow in the moen- 
tains, or the falling of heavy rains 
in the interior parts of the country: 
and they fometimes happen, both in 
the {pring and autumn, but moft fre. 
questly in the latter féafon: and 
ome years the rivers do not fwell x 
all; or this may bein fo fmall 1 
, as not to do any damage. 
Whee fuch inundations ‘fiw ies 
the fpring, the planters cannot fow 
their grain ; and in the autumn, the 
produce of their lands is either 
fwept away by the ftream, or fo rot- 
ted, that little or nothing can he 
reaped for that year. However, fo 
prolific are thofe lands, that if one 
crop is loft out of three, the planters 
are fufficiently recompenfed, fo 
is the increafe, which is yielded by 
thofe places that had thus been re- 
peatedly overflowed, from the vatt 
depth of fine rich mould, that has 
been depofited on them ina long 
courfe of time ; fo that their fertili- 
ty is inexhauftible. 

Some gentlemen, who own lands 
of this fort, have affured me, that 
they can thru a reed, twenty feet 
long, quite down; the whole of 
which depth confifts of a rich mellow 
earth. In order to prepare foch 
lands for planting, dams or banks of 
earth are made, to prevent the waters 
from overflowing them; by which 
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rans the furface foon becomes dry 
velli 4 ft for pay ght 
feet ig #ever grain choofe—if it be wit 
oan : et lees alfo are made 


cularly put the field, fo as to inclofe 
rels are or more acres within each 
ciently 7 ; and at the bottoms of thefe 
. Bur s, hollew trunks of wood are 


wd, having avalve at each end, 
which means the fpring tides 
cattle, [being freth water) can either be let 
or kept out at pleafare, as well as 
cftroy. Hieained on the whole or any part 
y con. the field when it is admitred, and 
weeks, rice requites it; for this is pro- 
cither Hiely a water go — 
moun. | aproper age, it thrives in 
rains ga another great ad- 
untry : atage arifés from this manner of 

















th is owing thofe ficlds; which is, 
ft fre. t thereby not only mof forts of 
: and fs and weeds are deftroyed; but 
ell x [Barious infects alfo, which are per- 
val a jous to the young rice, are hke- 


ife drowned thereby. On the other 
nd, this preventive of the above 


m mm 

t fow nconveniencies, is often productive 
, the f another equally mifchievous; for 
ither ch multitudes of craw fithes breed 
) rot- a the water, that amazing quantities 
n he Mapf rice are cut down by them—nor 
t, fo Higdo the plants that have thus been cut 
one HBO, ever fend out new thoots from 
nters her roots: fo that it is not uncom. 


mon to fee the furface of the water 
porered with young rice that has been 
deftroyed. It is true, that to pre- 
pare afield, perhaps of feveral hun- 
ded acres, by nies fo masy dams, 
siwork of much time and labour ; 
t when once it is done, it will 
md for many years, requiring only 
teme repairs now and then; and thus 
te planters cannot fail in having 
‘gt crops, barring fuch accidents 
awe have mentioned; the common 
matale trom good land being about 
teoty buthels of rough rice per acre, 

1, when beat out and cleaned, 
a yield «wo thoufand pounds 
agt, of four barrels Ht tor market , 


SebaaPEs ai gsaga 
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hefides a confiderable quantity of 
fmail broken rice, which negroes 
cat.—Notice was taken above, of 
ipring tides in the freth water rivers, 

reafon of which fhould be ex. 
plained—thefe are owing to the 
teater influx which the fea makes 
or three days before, and as man 
after every change and tl of the 
moon; fo that they hold for the 
fpace of fix days every fortnight. 
For, at fech times, the fea flowing 
in with a ftronger current, and riting 
fome feet hi her in the rivers fo tar 
as the tide Hows,—this more rapid 
influx checks the courfe of the wa- 
ters in the rivers, which tend nata- 
rally towards the ocean, and caufes 
them to fwell and overtlow the low 
lands above. 

But befides the principal rivers 
fpoken of above, there are many 
others of lefs ecatent, wiih arife 
from low, fpringy of marihy lands, 
and, as they branch out far and wide, 
innamerable navige lie creeks are eve- 
ry way formed throughout the coun 
try: an eafy water carriage is there. 
by given from one piace to another ; 
a gteat conveniency this, which no 
province ts more favoured with than 
South Carolina. All theie rivers dif- 
charge fuch quantities oft muddy a. 
ter into the fea, that when Chips come 
into foundings, at the diftance ot 
fifteen or twenty leagues from the 
fhore, the water, from having been 
ot a tranfparent azure colour, sow 
appears thick, as comtaiming Many 
earthy particles. One thing worthy 
of remark is, that all oor mvets (and 
I fuppofe it to be fo dvery where) 
have what are called bars, where 
they difembogue themielves into the 
fea. So that accutding to ts juan 
tity of water they difeharye, and 
the rapidity with wheel thus is done, 
thete bars le nearer to or farther trorg 
the thore. 
of jand, on which the water m thal. 
lower than im other 


Hy bars are meant banks 


part ~thtle are 
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formed by what are called counter- 
tides. For as the watersin all rivers, 
are ultimately difcbarged in the fea, 
and before’ they empty themfelves 
into it, their rapidity is greateit on 
the tide of ebb; and as the waters 
of rivers always abound with we | 
and earthy particles, and a a 
happens #tween low water and the 
firit of the flood, as well as between 
high-water and the ebb, the grofler 
parts then have time to fubfide ; but 
as the fea alfo, by its fuperior pref- 
jure, on its influx of flood, foon 
overcomes the force with which the 
waters in rivers tend downwards, and 
it likewife, by the fwiftnefs of its 
flowing, brings along with it much 
fand, broken fhells, &c. whatever 
was before depofited on fuch places, 
is likewife added to, this way. 
Along the banks. of every river, 
lies much low land, which is moftly 
covered at high water, fo tar as the 
tide flows: and when this ebbs 
awav, a naufeous f{mell exhales from 
thefe marfhes, owing to the many 
dead thell tth, &c. that lie rotting 
promifcuoeily in the deep flimy ouze, 
as well as trom the latter itfelf; 
which, perhaps for many ages, hath 
continued in a flagnated and undif- 
turbed ftate. So far as the fea water 
flows, thefe banks are covered with 
a high and ftrong fedgy fort of grafs, 
of the wild oat kind—and at a 
greater diflance from the fea, where 
the waters are always frefh, fuch 
fwampy lands abound, not only with 
grafs of nearly the fame fort, as well 
as reeds, but alfo with a vaft variety 
of other procuclions, from the lofty 
cyprefs down to the moft humble 
plant. Refides thefe wet lands, in 
the interior partsof the country, are 
{-veral freth water lakes (but of no 
great extent) and great quantities of 
low level foil, which, after heavy 
rain, continue long overflowed, as 
not having fufheient declivities, by 
which the watrs might run off. 
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In almoft every fettlement, my 
land is defignedly overflowed, | 
ftopping the water courfes 
ftrong banks of earth; where} 
refervoirs of a good depth and exte 
are formed, in order to be let in 
the rice fields, when the plant is , 
a fit growth for receiving the wate 
for extracting the dye from the planj 
which yields indigo ; or for mills of 
various forts. And, whenever ¢i 
colle€tions of water are expended j 
the above purpofes, or ghey are ex. 
haled by the fan, or {wept away by 
winds, fuch multitudes of fith and 
reptiles of various kinds perith, that, 
for a long time after, the air is tainted 
with the putrid effluvia that arife a5 
well from the numberlefs bodies of 
animals, which are in the hight 
ftate of putrefaction, as the mudiy 
foil, But thefe pools are dangeroys 
to health on another fcore: for their 
furtaces being but little agitated by 
the gentle winds that commonly 
blow in the fummer, and no motig 
nor frefh air being communicated w 
the waters at bottom, while the fm 
daily a€ts on them with great powe; 
they neceffarily muft acquire fom 
degree of mephitifm. But noxio 
exhalations will abound ftill more 
when the waters are nearly or qui 
expended—For then the fun’s tay 
penetrating the miry foil,  thof 
vapours that had been pent up for 
leng continuance of time, which 
therefore, may be fuppofed to have 
contracted vicious qualities, are now 
fet at liberty, and mix with the ait 
we breathe. 

The foil of this country is very 
various; for within twenty miles of 
the fea, it is generally light and 
fandy ; but far from being infertile— 3 *"” 
This, however, is to be underttood of whic 



























the uplands only ; for in many other des 

places, the mould is as rich and deep, ” 
the | 

as can be found any where. But, fi 

even in the moft barren lands, vege- hof 
ui 


tation is fo luxuriant, when the wea- 








































her is fhowery, that a plentiful in- 





it, mu . - h 
fe is reaped from them, ©n the 
“ s 08 oAY Seth moift weather is 





nroductive of innumerable multitudys 
nf thofe reptiles and infects, that re- 
puire ftanding water for their ova to 
hatch in; fome of which are very 
publefome to the inhabitants; more 
cially at night, unlefs they be fe- 
ured from their ftings, by furround- 
ag the beds with gauze pavillions, 
Bot, the heat of the fun is od ag 
hen the feafon is dry, and the 




















are ex 

arth becomes fo parched, that no 
fh. by at which is ig will grow ; and 
th and fe things that were thriving and 
"hs that, tat omifed well before, may at fach 
tated A mes be deftroyed, or yield bat little. 
— sein this refpect, however, rice 
hight ms the moft hardy of all plants; 


for it will recover when the rains fet 


mally , even after it has been burnt 
an Jown to the ground. 

ed Further back in the country, the 
a uplands very generally have a good 
mmonly Hirsi. and the fertility of thofe that 
nell are low, is thought to be inexhauft- 


ibl.—Even the very mountains are 
covered with a fine verdure of lofty 
trees, except in fome few places, 
where the fummits confift of naked 
rocks; amongft which is lime-ftone 
or marble of different colours. But, 
except in one river, a ftone larger 
than a pebble is not to be found any 
where within twenty miles of the 
fa, fetting afide thofe that have 
heen brought hither as ballaft for 
hips. 

P doubt not but South Carolina 
produces all forts of metals—gold, 
filver, copper, iron, and lead have 
jilready been difcovered. We alfo 


ht and have antimony, alluin, tale, black- 
eatihinns kad, marle, and very ine white clay, 
ind of which is fit for making porcelain— 
» other I hikewife have feen emeralds, that 
1 deep, Jae" brought from the country of 


Bat the Cherokee Indians, which, whe n 
| vege wut and polithed, fell nothing fort « t 
. oe ihofe which are ported trom India 
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im luftre; and rock-qyftal abounds 
in feveral places. 

When the cnglith firtt took poff-f- 
fion of this country, excepting fa- 
vannahs (which are plains naturally 
without trees) and fome {mall open- 
ings, that were here and there made 
byg the Indians, the whole was one 
continued foreft ; and perhaps, one 
twentieth part of it is not yet cleared 
and cultivated, 

From the furfaces, therefore, of fe 
many large rivers, and numerous 
collections of ftanding waters; fuch 
quantities of funk, fenny and marfhy 
lands, and the vait Atlantic Ocean 
that borders on our coaft, it may 
readily be inferred, that exceflive 
exhalations muft be made in this ful- 
try climate: to which fhould we add 
the exuberant tranfpiration from the 
foil, and the abundant perfpiration 
from vegetables of all forts, which 
every where cover the ground, th: 


reafon will plainly appear, why our’ 


climate fhould be very moilt—and 
that it is fo, will be clearly {een 
from the rain that falls at Charletton, 
which, at a medium for ten years, 
was forty-two inches annually, with- 
out regarding the moifture that de- 
founded in fogs and dews. During 
the above period, the greateft depth 
of rain in one year was ©4.43, and 
the leaft 31.95, inches ; the mott of 
twelve hours being 9.26 inches ; and 
on the 28th day of fune 1750, the 
rain of two hours was 5.90. inches. 
However, 65.96 inches of rain have 
been known to fail in one year, be- 
fore 1 kept a journal of the weather. 
1 will jult obferve of dews, that 
where they are heavy, as with us, 
they fhew an atmofphere replete with 
moilture. And, indeed, fo great are 
they in common feafons, that thofe 
who are abroad at night, are prefent- 
ly to damped and chilled by them, 
that a general and irkfome laflitude is 
quickly perceived; and it is well if 
nothing wort happen. For to pe- 
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netrating are thofe dews, that they 
quickly pafs to the fkin (no apparel 
being proof againft them) and thus 
convey the cool damp. air to the fur- 
face of the body ; betide the ill con- 
fequences that may thence enfuc to 
the lungs and ages leading to 
thefe organs—The fame may nearly 
be faid ef fogs, which, fometimes, 
in the winter, obfcure the fun, for 
feveral days together: whence, if no 
other bad effects enfue, a torpor both 
of the mind and body will be in- 
duced. 

During this dark weather, water 
may be feen pouring down looking- 
giafles, and whatever is painted ; can- 
dies burn dimly, the flames ap- 

aring as if furrounded with fmall 
Felons marfhy grounds, ditches, finks 
aud fhallow ftanding waters, emit 
an offenfive fmell ; and all things are 
fo damped within doors, where no 
fires are kept, that on entering a 
houfe, one is fenfible of fuch a me- 

hitical frouzy f{mell, as is perceived 
in the apartments of thofe who are 
{weating in fevers. 

Though it be true, that much rain 
is a proof of great humidity in the 
air, yet it is no lefs certain, that hea- 
vy dews and thick fogs indicate the 
fame, with rather more affurance— 
For thefe, more efpecially the for- 
mer, never fail at all feafons with 
us,untefs the weather has for a long 
time been uncommonly hotand dry— 
and the latter almoit as certainly 
happen in the autumn and winter, 
when the nights are calm: for fup- 
pofing the fog not to be general, a 
thick heavy cloud will then be feen 
every morning hovering over the 
rivers and all collections of ftanding 
waters, throughout the autumn and 
winter, unlefs in time of frott, 

It is almoft neediefs to mention 
that thefe exhalations do not confift 
of fimple aqueous particles; for 
they muft partake of the qualities of 
the feveral bodies that emit them. 


: 
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Whence it is not unlikely, that a. 
cording to their various {pecifie pro. 
perties, or thofe which may be pene. 
rated from fo heterogeneous a com. 
mixture, the purity of our air may 
in fome fingular manner be a 
more efpecially during the fummer, 
when thefe fo very different prin. 
ciples are rendered more active by 
heat. 

As we have no hills nor moun: 
tains near us, to colleét or condug 
the currents of air, the wind feldom 
blows with a force exceeding four 
degrees (fuppofing the whole of ity 
range to be divided by a feale of 
feten) except in time of a hurricane; 
which happens but feldom, and atno 
ftated periods—Nor does facha 
outrageous ftorm arife at all, unk 
the winds have been fmiall, and th 
weather very hot and dry, for acon 
fiderable time before—Hence it 
fhould feem, that the air at laft k. 
comes fo rarefied, as to permit tk 
contiguous denfer atmofphere, w 
rufh towards ours with great vio 
lence, as into an exhaufted receiver, 
in order to reftore the equilibrium 
On thefe occafions, the ftorm alway 

— from the north-eaft ; thi 

ing the oppofite point to th 
whence the wind had blown fo long 
before—And after having exerted i 
fury fora longer or fhorter time 
(though its greateft impetuofity {el 
dom exceeds twelve hours, and hav. 
ing as it were overcharged our atmo- 
{phere,) it fhifts firft to eaff, then to 
the weit, and laftly to the north 
weft ; by which time the elements 
being as it were balanced, the wea 
ther becomes perfeétly fettled and 
fair, as if no fich furious ftormof 
wind and rain, had raged fo immedi- 
ately before, and threatened us with 
deftruétion.—But the ravages it 
makes may be but too plainly tra- 
ced, by the many fhipwrecks, ruins 
of houfes,and the lofs of lives it occa- 
cafioned, 
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Notwithftanding the damages fuf- 
tained by individual perfonson fuch 
occalions, the want of fuch tempefts 
for many yeafs together, is probably 
a great misfortune to us ; becaufe the 
gir does not receive fo frequent and 
thorough ventilations, as might be 
conducive to health, in fuch a cli- 
mate as that of South Carolina. 
But, till the land be more cleared, 
our atmofphere cannot be wholly re- 
newed even by a hurricane. For the 
two which happened in September, 
jn the year 1752, were f{carcely per- 
ceived oné hundred miles back in the 
country, in a direét line with the 
wind. Though the firft raged for the 
{pace of ten hours, yet the wind, vio- 
Jent as it was, could not penetrate 
fuch an extent of clofe woods; not- 
withitanding many thoufands of trees 
were deftroyed in the maritime parts. 
And as, in very many places, thefe 
woods are equally impervious to the 
fun’s rays, it may be fuppofed, that 
the air is, in fome meafure, ftagnant 
in thofe clofe recefles; which, for 
the prefent, rendersthem more pro 
for the habitations of wild beafts than 
of men. It, therefore, feems plain, 
that various circumftances concur to 
vitiate the falubrity of our climate 
—every wind, ray “ty that which 
comes from the fea, contributing 
thereto. Of thefe effects, we might, 
fometimes, be more fenfible, were it 
not for an acid, or fome other faline 
principle, which feems to predomi- 
nate in our atmofphere. And that 
fomewhat of this fort does really take 
place, may be inferred from the 
fpeedy rutting of polithed metals, 
and the remarkable fading of fuch 
dyed ftuffs, as require acids to fix or 
heighten their colours. For thefe 
ftrongly attracting this falt from the 
air, it foon prevails over the virtues 
of the other ingredients. But, whe- 
ther this falt be proper to the air it- 
felf, be of vegetable, mineral or ma- 
tine produétion, or be a compound 
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of all thefe blended together, may 
ever remain a fecret. Indeed, we 
may fuppofe, that fome portion of 
the effential falts of vegetables, paf- 
fing by perfpiration, may contribute 
towards it; or that the fea, perhaps, 
furnifhes a part thereof, as our moit 
prevailing winds blow from thence. 
I would be underftood, of the winds 
in the maritime country only : for in 
the remote hilly parts, to the weift- 
ward, from their diftance and high 
fituation, the climate is more pure 
and temperate, and the winds more 


~ changeable in the fummer; and, in 


the winter, the weather is bleaker ; 
frofts and deep fnows being very 
common there, when, at the fame 
time, the feafon is mild and open 
with us. 

Our air is liable to as fudden and 
great changes in its temperature, as 
can poflibly happen in any country. 
But, happily, the greate(t variations 
generally are from warm and moitt, 
to cold and clear weather. Thefe 
extraordinary viciflitudes are mot 
frequent in the winter and fpring: 
though in the autumn, the difference 
between the heat of the day and 
night, often exceeds twenty degrees : 
and the general difference, through- 
out the year, may be from ten to 
fifteen degrees, in the {pace of twen- 
ty-four hours, when the weather is 
fettled. But this muft only be under- 
ftood of the fhaded air in the day; 
between which and the heat fuftain- 
ed by thofe who are expofed to the 
direct rays of the fun, the difference 
will be twenty degrees, and ftill 
more in fome fituations. 

From this comparatively greater 
coolnefs and moitture of the air, at 
night, it probably is, that when the 
weather is calm, during the autumn, 
and even later, the whole country 
will be covered with a thick fog. 
For, as the earth retains the heat it 
received from the fun in the day, 
longer than the atmofphere does, it 
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fill emits vapours; which yet can- 
not afcend to any confiderable height, 
becaufe of the colder air above : and 
as the humidity, which before was 
diffufed aloft, is then made to coa- 
lefce and fall lower by its gravity, be- 
ing thus augmented, they together 
form thofe denfe clouds, which hang 
as it were balanced between the cool- 
er medium above, and the warmer 
one below. But as the heat of the 
foil abates more, the longer the fun 
has been abfent, the clouds defcend 
ftill lower, till they cover the face of 
the earth in fuch a manner, that, in 
the morning, the largeft objects are 
intercepted from our view, at the 
diftance of twenty yards, fometimes. 
But even then, fhould we look out 
of a window up two pair of ftairs, 
though the ground below us cannot 
be feen, the air is perfectly ferene at 
that height. ‘The furrounding high- 
er profpeéts then appear fo very ro- 
mantic, that the whole looks like en- 
chantment. For as only the tops of 
trees and houfes can be feen, they 
feein to grow and ftand, as it were, 
in the middle of a great fea; fo the 
fog appears. 

This fcene will continue till thefe 
vapours be exhaled by the fun, or 
diffipated by the wind; which com- 
monly happens by ten o’clock in the 
morning, or earlier: and as they 
evaporate, it is curious to obferve, 
how one part is detached from ano- 
ther, as it were in large white 
fleeces, rolling over and over: and 
being wafted along in fmall thin 
clouds, by a gentle breeze, the whole 
will be difperfed before noon, unlefs 
the weather continue quite calm. 

That there may be fome truth in 
the above reafoning, with refpect to 
the formation of thofe fogs, feems 
probable, from their being rarely 
feen at any coniliderable diftance 
from our coaft: nor is Charlefton fo 
liable to them, as the country at a 


little diftance from it, becaufe this 


abundant moifture in the air, is re. 

lled by the many fires that are 
besiege, the fmoke of chimnies, and 
the heat that is refleted from the 
ftreets and houfes. But fill they 
happen too often even with us, not. 
withftanding thefe preventives which 
warm and dry ourair: fo that ital. 
ways is from ten to fifteen degrees 
hotter in town than in the country; 
where it frequently freezes pretty 
hard, whilft at the fame time, no 
figns of ice appearin town. And 
this difference of climate, betwee, 
the two fituations, may likewife be 
the reafon, why the people in the 
country enjoy better health, during 
the warmett weather, than the inha- 
bitants of Charlefton do: and from 
the fame principle, joined to a great. 
er degree of moifture and coolnefs in 
the air, it may be alfo, that, on the 
contrary, the people in the country 
are more fickly in the autumn, when 
the weather is changeable, than we 
are in town. ; 

Lightning and thunder happen a 
all feafons, when it rains immediate. 
ly after a thift of wind: but from 
April to September, we feldom have 
a fhower without both ; though they 

enerally are moft dreadful in June, 
lap and Auguft: and fcarcely a 
night paffes in fummer, but lightens 
in fome part of our horizon. 

The fhort ftorms, called thunder- 
gufts, are moft violent after great 
heat, and a particular fultrinefs in 
the air, which affects us very fenfibly, 
though the thermometer fhews no- 
thing of it. When thefe thunder 
clouds are forming, it is furprifing, 
in how fhort a time, our atmofphere, 
which was quite ferene before, is 
overcaft with a gloomy darknels: 
for the clouds, which are then in 
view, feem to rufh from all direétions 
towards that part, from whence the 
thunder-fhower is to be expected. 
Thefe foreboding appearances are ve- 
ry alarming: for no one knows what 
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mage may enfue, or on whom the 
pote hill. Nor are thefe a 
prehenfions unreafonable. For (fet- 
ting afide the folemn horror attend- 
ing fuch an apparatus of black heavy 
clouds, which fuddenly darken the air 
—theftorm of wind andexceffive rain, 
or perhaps hail, which prefently fol- 
lows, together with the almoft in- 
ceffant fathing of lightning and 
rolling of thunder, feemingly juft 
over our heads) feveral perfons are 
every year killed by the lightning; 
befide the damage that is done to 


houfes and fhips during thefe fudden— 


guts. At fuch times, the rain does 
not always pour down with equal 
violence, fhort paufes intervening ; 
during which the greateft damage is 
generally done by the lightning, 
much of the eleétrical fluid defcend- 
ing filently when the rain is moft 
heavy. When thefe thunder-fhowers 
happen at night, the fcene is more 
awful: for the firmament feems then 
as in a blaze; the glare of lightning 
and ftunning noife of thunder, fome- 
what refembling a bombardment. 
Yet notwithitanding the accidents 
which may befai fome few people at 
fach times, it is not to be doubted, 
that thefe reiterated ftorms are, for 
the prefent, of eminent ufe to man- 
kind in fo hot a climate; where, 
during the fummer, the air might 
contract fome degree of mephitifm, 
were it not ventilated, and, as it 
were, renewed by thefe temporary 
agitations ; whereby the pernicious 
vapours are’either precipitated with 
the rain, or difperfed by the winds. 
And as thefe heavy rains defcend 
from a colder region, they not only 
cool and refrefh both the air and the 
earth, whereby we are fenfibly invi- 
gorated, but they alfo greatly pro- 
mote vegetation: and fuch ftanding 
waters as have contraéted fome de- 
gree of putrefaction, are alfo dilu- 
ted by the fame means, that the ex- 
halations they emit, are now lefs in- 


jurious to health, But it cannot be 
denied, that if the fhowers be fre- 
qm or they happen as it were 

aily for any continued length of 
time, intermitting or remitting fe- 
vers will be morecommon, efpecial- 
ly when the weather fets in warm 2- 
gain, even though it were fair after 
the earth had been thus drenched, 
and the ditches and fields were filled 
with water. 

The quantity of rain that was faid 
to fall here, will no doubt appear 
large to thofe who live in more tem- 
perate climates. Yet by all I could 
learn, the rains muft have been great- 
er as well as more frequent, fifty 
or fixty yearsago: for an old gentle- 
man, who had been provincial fecre- 
tary in the year 1735, affured me, 
thatin the fpace of twenty-fourhours, 
an empty tar-barrel thirty inches 
deep, which ftood on end, was filled 
to the brim by the rain; nay, that 
much of the water that fell into it, 
had ron over. But to make allow- 
ances for exaggeration, he mention- 
ed a gentleman having won a wager 
which he made, that it would rain 
on forty fucceffive days, towards the 
end of fummer. 

J cannot convey a better idea of 
the heat we feel, in pafling along 
the ftreets at noon in the fummer, 
than by comparing it to that glow 
which ftrikes one, who looks inta a 
pretty warm oven: for itis fo increaf- 
ed by reflexion, from the houfes and 
fandy ftreets, as to raife the mercury, 
fometimes, to the 130th divifion of 
the thermometer, when the tempe- 
rature of the fhaded air may not ex- 
ceed the g4th. Solid bodies, more ef- 
pecially metals, abforb fo much heat 
at fuch times, that one cannot lay 
his hand on them, even for a fhort 
time, without being made very uneafy. 
Nay, I have feen a beef-fteak of the 
common thicknefs, fo deprived of 
its juices, when laid on a cannon for 
the fpace of twenty minutes, as to be 
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overdone, according to the ufual way 


of {peaking. 

How high the mercury would 
have rifen in the fun-fhine, during 
the months of June and July, in the 
year 1752, when the weather was 
warmer than it ever had been known 
here, 1 could not difcover, having 
then no thermometer, whofe {cale 
reached above 120 degrees. Bat as 
the mercury rofe to this height in 
the fpace of fifteen minutes, when 
the glafs was expofed to the fun, 
fufpended at the diltance of five feet 
from the ground, it became neceffary 
to remove that initrument immediate- 
ly, elfe it would have burited. This 
experiment was made in an Open 
garden, where many things, being 
fill, green fhaded the earth; and 
confequeatly the heat was thereby 
leffened. But, from fome trials that 
were fince made in cooler weather, 
1 have reafon to believe, the mercury 
would have rifen twenty degrees 
higher at the above feafon, had a pro- 
per inftrument been at hand to make 
the experiment with. 

During the hot feafon we are 
{peaking of, when the thaded air 
was warmer than the natural heat of 
our bodies (for the mercury fell fix 
degrees in a thermometer placed in 
my armpit) thofe who were expofed 
to the open funthine, fuftained a de- 
gree of heat, greatly furpafling any 
that ever thewed itfelf in the molt 
acute difeafe ; or even what is com- 
monly thought to be inconfiftent 
with life, much more health. Yet la- 
bourers and tradefmen worked a- 
abroad as ufual: and black{miths, 
as well as cooks, did their bufinefs 
within doors; a few accidents ha 
pening to thofe, moftly, who lived in 
{mall rooms ; in particular when their 
employments obliged them to keep 
fires in the fame apartments; and 
alfo others, who overheated them- 
felves by walking or drinking too 
freely of {piritous liquors, more 
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efpecially if they lay down to ficep, 
iminediately after. Sone again were 
feized with apoplexies, who happen. 
ed to be hemmed in by a crowd at 
public fales; under which feveral 
circumftan-es many people died fod. 
denly in town: and the like befe 
many negroes in the country, who 
were mach expofed abroad. 

At this time, I obferved that my 
negro cook often quitted the kit. 
chen, and ftood in the open funthine, 
for a little while fanning himélf 
with his apron. This fthewed that 
oO. i the heat was very great a. 
broad, it was yet refrefhing to him, 
when compared to that which he 
fuftained in the houfe, But the dif. 
ference arofe from a ttream of free 
air or {mall breeze which was then 
blowing. 

In order to know what degree of 
heat my fervants were expofed to in 
the kitchen, | fufpended a thermo. 
meter to a beam, eight fect from the 
floor, and fifteen from the fire, the 
windows and doors being all open 
on both fides of the houfe: fo that 
this was the coolef ftation in ir. 
But even here the mercury ftood at 
the assth divifion: and notwith- 
fianding this feeming diftrefs, the 
negroes aflured me, they preferred 
this fort of weather, to the winter's 
cold. 

Asa regifter of the weather, per- 
haps, was never kept during f 
warm a feafon, fome extratts from 
mine, relating to this, may not dif. 
pleafe the curious. 

The preceding {pring having been 
unofually dry, and not more thas 
5-41 inches of rain falling in May 
and June, we had not a thower from 
the zoth of the latter month, till 
the 21ft of July; the weather in the 
mean time being exceffively hot. 


The confequence was, that the ra 
pours which floated in the air, wert 
fo elevated by rarefaétion, that dews 
foon failed: the great heat of the 
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ghts alfo contributingto their a 


tained aloft in the atmofphere ; 

t by the rgth of July, a general 
rought prevailed. For the earth 
»s fo parched and dry, that not the 
,4 per{ptration appeared on plants, 
heh fhrunk withered. All 


ading waters were dried up, as 

- many wells and fprings: fo 
st travellers could not find water, 
er for themfeives or their beatts, 
a whole day together: for, the 
| being light and very tranfpirable, 
«as foon drained of its moifturc. 
tofe who were fo happy as to have 
inall fupply of water in their wells, 
Jiingly divided it between them- 
ves and their cattle. Bot the let- 
not having a futhiciency to fatisfy 
heir cravings, were fill clamoroes 
pr more ; which yet could not be 
sd, till the wells were replenifhed : 
od for this event, the poor fuffering 
ats wated fo anxioufly, that no 
triving could keep them long from 
¢ place. In feveral fettlements, no 
ater could be found, by digging 
vet fo deep: for which reafon, the 
ncloferes were laid open, and the 
atthe driven out to fhett for them- 
Bet very many of them 
tithed for want both of patturage 
ed water; as probably, did grrat 

ers of thofe birds, that require 
inok: for none of them were to 
ibe ken amongft os. In fhort, the 
biertics of men and heals at thos 
ne. are not to be deferibed. 

‘hen the mercury role to the 
evhaed g8th dgreee of the ther- 
pemeter in the thade, the stmo- 
iere feemed ina glow, as if fires 
we kindled arownd os: the air 
mewiie being fo thak and {moky 
whl, that the fun appeared a 8 
“li of red-hoe metal, and fhone 
rry tauntiy. Im heeathing, the sor 
Savitat had pefied throegh tre; 
mt were the nights muck lefs felery 

:tvethng to ws than the dave. 


o2 te weather bes g grocrally 


) se 


calm, and the mercery often ep to 
the 88th divifion at bed. tome, it was 
hot in our power to he long Mill, se 
being obliged to turn simott incef. 
fantivy, in order to cool the file we 
refted on before. Refrething fleep, 
thercfore, was a ftranger to oer eves; 
infomuch, that people were in «4 man- 
ner worn down with watching, and 
the exceffive heat together, Noe 
did this rettlefinets and frequent tof- 
fing prevent our being confantly 
bathed with fweat, thoagh we lry oa 
thin mattrafies fpread apon the door, 
and had all the windows 19 ow roe ere 
open. Nay, many people lav abroud 
on the pavements. A man who had 
been out on fome bafinefs, died in 
flantly on his returning home, com 
plaining only of his betog fatvewed 
and drowfy. Hu body prefently 
became all over livid: the foheurs. 
neous verts being greatly diflended 
and an cxceflive heat was found every 
where: which, as wellas the oreus 
picthers, comtrnoed bet with little 
abatement, fo long as hin « orple bay 
onbered. Bat fo ipecdy was the 
putrefathon of this and fome other 
carcafes, that they rece ired to he 
quxkiy interred. Forin the thort 
{pace of five howrs, the bexty of a 
pretty corpulent women, who died 
as the was tronmg hnen, barf the 
cofha ; fo violent was the patrefs 
tien. In order thérefore to 
foch acci@ents, oc well om to quant 
aguott the offenfive fmett of Oy raed 


a petrefcence, it was found neeef 


rrerrnt 


fary, to wrap dead bodies in therts 
that were rung owt of tar and bend 
them op aghthy with cords 


Durteg this fafon, a candle wes 


blowen out end ft ins chore at 
ten ochoek at might, th wiek of 


- 


wish contraucd to bern «beariy mil 


erat morniny ; and wae hkeciy wo 4 
fo for many hoarse lens duo. Was 
thts owing (0 8 weet of morturr 
ti at t eutimgeiin it’ 

When this vy: tly.aowt oe 
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began to break up about the 21ft of 
July, every fhower was accompanied 
with moft dreadful: lightning and 
thunder: by which feveral perfons 
were killed in different places, befides 
the damages which were done to build- 
ings and veffels. Among other in- 
ftances of the a effeéts of light- 
ning this year, the dittrefs of one poor 
family may be related. The father 
and one of his fons being ploughing 
with four horfes, they, together with 
the beatts, were all ftruck dead by one 
flath. ‘The moft dreadful and dan- 
gerous fhowers of this fort happen, 
when the clouds are colleéted as it 
were over our heads, without a brifk 
wind blowing at the fame time, to 
carry them quickly from us. On 
fuch occafions, I have known it to 
lighten and thunder violently and 
with but little intermiffion, for eight 
or ten hours together: the clouds 
being all this while fo low, that in 
one afternoon, the lightning fell on 
fixteen different objects in town; 
among which were nine dwelling- 
houfes, one church, a meeting-houfe, 
and five veffels which were difmatted 
in part, befides receiving damage in 
their hulls. Yet, though the light- 
ning ftruck fo many places at this 
time, only two perfons were killed 
by it. 


The fudden death and exceffive 


putrefaction of a dog, which was 
fhut up in a fugar-baker’s ftove, 
where the mercury rofe to the 146th 
degree, led dr. Boerhaave into fome 
miftakes, with refpet to the effects 
of heat on living animals: which 
almoft every year are contradi¢ted 
by experience in this climate. And 
certainly, no one circumftance that 
occurred in his experiments, can 
properly be applied to the effects of 
warm air, fo it be but free, and is 
not too far deprived of its denfity 
and elaftic preffure, as it muft have 
been in that hot clofe place. The 
creatures, therefore, which were the 


fubje&ts of thofe experiments, 
not dic of heat alone, but rathe; 
the rarity of the air, and the 
tical qualities it contratted in | 
ftove, for want of ventilation, 
we are aflured, that, on feveral o 
fions, a ftill greater degree of hy 
is fultained by mankind, and for 
longer time together, without 
immediate danger to life. 

During the fummer of 1752, ¢ 
mercury often rofe above the 9¢ 
degree of the thermometer throug 
out the months of May, June, Jui 
and Augult: and for twenty fucce 
five days, excepting three, in Ju 
and July, the temperature of th 
fhaded air varied between the goth 
and rorft divifion: and fomenne 
it muft have been 30 degrees warney 
in the open funthine ; to which grat 
numbers of people were daily expied 
for many hours together, as a 
hath been faid. I have alfo m. 
tioned, thatin the cooleft part of 
kitchen, the mercury ftood at 
rrsth degree for feveral hours ty 
ther. Befides, thofe whofe bufs 
required them to be near the § 
fuftained a much greater heat wi 
out any accident or difeafe 
ing from it in my family, as well 
as in moft others. Neither was 
a more healthy feafon known 
this, fo long as the weather contin 
fteadily warm and fair. True 
deed it is, that thofe who happer 
to ficken during thefe intenfely- 
months, might almoft literally 
faid to have efcaped through the fi 
when they recovered ; which few | 
truth did, who were feized wit 
fevers : and all thofe died, on whor 
dropfies had made any confidera 
progrefs. 

All creatures feem equally affettes 
with man by fach intenfely-hot « 
ther; for horfes fweat profufely is 
the ftable, and flag prefently wha 
ridden. Dogs feek the fhade, ani 
lie panting, with their tongs lolling 
















nents, 


rather amt 2° if they had long pourfued the 
et 


ce. Poultry droop the wing, and 








le 4 

. he with open throats; in the 
din o~ cocks do when much heated 
Gos. fighting. Crows and other wild 
50" is do the fame; and are fo un- 


ling to move, that they will fuf- 
aman to come nearer them than 
ther times, before they fly. 
Few days pafs throughout the 
jin which we do not fee the fun: 
ithe weather, for the moft part, 
® moderate in the winter, that 
dles burn fteadily in the open bal- 
sies, on nights of public rejoicings. 
Keldom freezes more than four or 
times in the above feafon: but 
mathaw fo foon fucceeds, that, 
the fpace of ten years, the ice may 
be ftrong enough to beara man. 
js as unufual to fee the ground 
vered with fnow: and when this 
ppens, it feldom lies twenty-four 
urs, except in fome few places, 
hich the fun’s rays cannot seach, 
owever, we fometimes have hail 















































1s toe Mich f{ummer fhowers: and hoar-frotts 
- buf frequent in the winter, as halos 
the f at all feafons: but the aurora 
eat wi 


realis is rarely feen : and when it 
pears, this is only for a glimpfe, 
d no more. 

As to whirlwinds, or typhons, 
y happen but feldom near the fea- 
at, but oftener in the hilly coun- 
y behind us, as I have been in- 
med: and wherever they pals, 
it route may be plainly traced ; 
y fometimes every thing is demo- 
hed that ftands in their way, trees, 
ults, and birds being hurled along 
their vortices. 

About ten o’clock in the morning 
nthe 4th of May 1764, a dreadful 
lirlwind was faid to be obferved 


aitecteG@a® the Indian country, above three 
hot weagiindsed miles to the weftward of 
ufely in tarlefton ; which, between one and 
Ager vin the afternoon of the fame 


¥, was feen 2pproaching us very 
ina direét line, and not three 
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miles from the town. But when it 
had advanced to the diftance of about 
half a mile from us, it was provi- 
dentially oppofed by another whirl- 
wind, which came from the north- 
eaft; and crofling the point of land 
on which Charlefton ftands, the 
fhock of their jun¢tion was fo great 
as to alter the dire¢tion of the former 
fomewhat more towards the fouth, 
whereby great part of this place was 
preferved from inevitable deftruction. 
It then paffed down Afhley river with 
fuch rapidicy and violence that in a 
few minutes it reached Rebellion 
Road, where a large fleet of loaded 
veffels, with one of his majefty’s 
fhips, their convoy, lay, about four 
or five miles below the town, ready 
to fail for England; three of which 
were overfet and funk fo fuddenly, 
that fome people, who happened to 
be in one of their cabbins, had nor 
time to come on the ceck: and 
many of the other fhips, which 
luckily did not lie fo immediately 
expofed to the greateft fury of the 
tempeft, would have fhared the fame 
fate, had not their mafts given way; 
for all thofe it paffed over, were laid 
down on their fides ; and the mizen- 
matt of the king’s fhip was carried 
off clofe to the quarter deck, as 
f{moothly as if it had been cut with 
a faw. 

As people fat at dinner that day, 
they were alarmed with an unufual 
fort of ftunning noife, as of the rué- 
fling of many drums, intermixed with 
fuch a roaring, thundering, churning, 
or dathing found, as the fea makes, im 
breaking on a hollow recky fhore, 
during a violent ftorm; when, on 
running out of doors, the tremen- 
dous cloud was feen advancing at a 
great rate, with a quick circular 
motion, its contents feeming in a vi- 
olent agitation, from the great tu- 
mult that appeared, not only in the 
body of the column itfelf, but like- 
wife from the contigucus clouds 
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which drove rapidly towards it from 
all direétions, as if the whole con- 
tents of the atmofphere flowed thi- 
ther, and were initantly abforbed 
by it. Hence it was, that this me- 
teor every moment appeared fo differ- 
ently ; fome parts of it being black 
and dark at times; others of a 
flame colour; and again as if vatt 
waves of the fea had rifen into the 
air. But fuch was the perturbation in 
the cloud, that thefe phenomena va- 
tied continually ; all parts of it 
rolling over each other in the moft 
confued and rapid manner: and, 
every now and then, large branches 
of trees might be feen hurled about 
in it. Its diameter was thought to 
be about three hundred yards, and 
the height thirty degrees; a thick 
vapour emitted from it rifing much 
higher. In pafling along, it carried 
the waters of the rivers before it, in 
the form of a mountainous wave; 
fo that the bottom was feen in many 
places. Such floods of water fell 
on thofe parts, over which it paffed, 
as if a whole fea had been difchar- 
ged on them at once: and for a 
mile or two on each fide of it, abun- 
dance of rain fell, As the wind 
ceafed prefently after the whirlwind 
pafled, the branches and leaves of 
various forts of trees, which had been 
carried into the air, continued. to fall 
for half an hour; and in their de- 
fcent, appeared like flocks of birds 
of different fizes. A gentleman, 
over whofe plantation the fkirt of 
this ttorm patted, not more than two 
miles from Charleiion, aflured me, 
that had a thoufand negroes been 
employed for a whole day in cutting 
down his trees, they could not have 
made fuch a wafte of them, as this 
whirlwind did in lefs than half a 
minute. Such trees as were young 
and pliant, ftooped to its violence, 
and afterwards recovered themfelves. 
But all thofe, which were more in- 
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flexible and firmly rooted, 

broken off, and hurled away ; 
that no part of many of 4 
could afterwards be found ; ame 
which were fome live oaks of ne: 


































two feet diameter, the wood meafure 
which is known to be almof fphere, | 
ponderous and hard as lignum goth pal 
te; fo that fome of thefe gay warm al 
muft have weighed, perhaps, mqgm held ne: 
than two tons. Yet heavy as hg mercury 
were, no remains of them could and eatt 
terwards be found any where, excemm fame; b 
the roots, which were fixed in weft wi 
earth. weather 
On the forenoon of the above dagmm fay nol 
the wind blew pretty ftrongly fro; ilofoy 
the weft : the atmofphere being mucyy inftrum 
obfcured and greatly difturbed wifi of the 
fmall broken clouds flying fwiftig™ feems 
along : fo that it had the appearangg lefs fpri 
of the ocean when agitated by gm many f 
tempett. they de 
The loweft ftation of the therm I ha 
meter for ten years was 18, and iggy conven 
higheft 101, the difference betw: expofe: 
which, being 83 degrees, may bes the cot 
teemedthe utmoft variation in the equal 
perature of the fhaded air for the withot 
bove fpace of time. This indeed fal: fuch a 
reater than might be expected in Caroli 
fatherly a latitude: though fp we hay 
years before, the mercury fell to! weathe 
tenth divifion or 22 degrees be 
freezing. I always made three ‘ 
fervations daily ; the firft before j ‘ 
rife, the fecond at two P. M. and 7 
Jaft,at ten o’clock at night; be regifte 





noting whatever remarkable differe 
happened in the ftate of the air 1 
tween whiles. Now if the fum 
all the {tations of the mercury 
the thermometer be . taken togeth 
for the year or any number of yea 
and divided by he number of o 













fervations that were made, the pri _ 
duce will be 66 degrees, for the a ‘fe 
nual mean heat of our climateym Which 
This exceeds 48, which is nearly th an 





medium of the heat in Great Britaio 
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more than that does the freezing 

int. * 

The difference in the range of the 
barometer, for the fpace of fifteen 
years, was not more than 1.22 
inches: fo that if this inftrament 
meafure the weight of the atmo- 
{phere, that did not vary more than 
girth part, in the above time. Very 
warm air, orthe flame of a candle, 
held near the tube, will caufe the 
mercury to rife in the barometer: 
and eaft or notrherly winds do the 
fame ; but it fubfides with a fouth or 
weft wind, more efpecially if the 
weather be overcaft and moift. I 


hilofophers, in believing that this 
inftrument meafures the real weight 
of the atmofphere ; for to me .it 
feems only to indicate its greater or 
lefs fpringinefs and elafticity. Of this 
many proofs might be given; but 
they do not belong to this place. 

I have mentioned fome of the in- 
conveniencies to which our climate 
expofes us at times: and where is 
the country which is not liable to 
equal if not greater difadvantages, 
without affechog the inhabitants 


. fuch accomodationsas that of South 


Carolinadoes? In fummer, indeed, 
we have about four months of warn 
weather; which yet with prudent 


NOTE. 


* Tobferve, that thofe who keep 
tegifters of the weather in Britain, 
commonly make their firft obfervati- 
on at eight o'clock in the morning, 
when, at fome feafons, the fun has 
been feveral hours above the horizon, 
and confequently the air is by ma- 
ny degrees warmer than before that 
Planet appears. But this, in my 
opinion, is not the way to difcover 
‘teal temperature of any climate, 
which requires that even the loweft 
aswellas the higheft ftations of the 
thermofcope fheuld be noticed. 

Vol. III, No. IV, * 


fay nothing here of the miftake of © 


care, may be pafied over tolerably 
well. Befides, the heat is not equally 
exceflive every year: and the mild- 
nefs of the climate, during the other 
eight months, makes up for whatever 
uneafinefs we fuffer in the fammer. 
But, be the heat more or lefs, it 
muft be got over as wellas we can; 
for without a warm feafon, neither 
rice, tobacco, indigo, nor fome other 
valuable productions could be raifed. 
Moreover, this fort of temperature 
is fo adapted to vegetation, that 
South Carolina produces feveral com- 
modities which are very advantage- 
ous to the commerce of Great Bri- 
tain and America, and extremely 
profitable to the people here, fome of 
which willno grow in any province 
to the northward of us; and I am 
confident others will be difcovered 
by time; vines and olive trees thriv- 
ing luxuriantly here. 

Befides, many wvaletudinarian: are 


free of fome diforders in the fum- 


mer, which are not only painful but 
dangerous during the winter, as will 
hereafter be feen: and in particular 
the aged enjoy better health, and are 
able to quit their chambers during the 
former feafon. 

Befide the feveral articles alread 
mentioned, both the air and foii aif. 
fer fo much in the inland parts, from 
ours nearthe fea, that every thing, 
which the temperate climates in Eu- 
rope yield, may be raifed in great 
abundance there; as all forts of 
European fruits, and wheat, hemp, 
and flax, which all grow extremely 
well there; of the latter in particular 
two cropsare produced in one year. 
But the fugar cane, ginger, and other 
natives of the countries within the 
tropics, though they thrive well 
with us during the fummer, are de- 
ftroyed in the winter. 

We have hitherto been fpeaking of 
vegetables only: but fhould we men- 
tion cattle of all kinds, as well as 
— they multiply here in a fur- 
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prifing degree. For as the thickets 
’ are warm and clofe, a conftant 
verdure is found .there in the 
Winter, even though the weather 
fhould be frofty; forthen the young 
canes or reeds, and feveral other 
plants, being green and fuil of juices, 
there is no need of houfes to fhelter, 
nor of provender to fupport the cat- 
tle during the coldett feafon; for 
they lie warm abroad, and broufe on 
fomewhat or other. Any ee 
therefore, who inclines to raife black 
cattle, hogs, or horfes, marks out a 
few hundred acres of land in fome 
unfectied part of the country, where 
he finds a good range; and drives 
thither as many cows, bulls, hogs, 
ftallions and mares as he. pleafes, 
where they increafe without any 
more trouble, than to have a few ne- 
004 to plant provifions, in order to 

eep the hogs together, and ufe them 
to the fettlement, by giving them a 
little maize now and then; for the 
woods yield a fufficiency of nuts and 
reots to maintain them. As to the 
black cattle and horfes, they are 
driven up once every year, in order 
to mark and brand the increafe. 
After which they are again fuffered to 
- feed at large, perhaps to the diftance 
of twenty miles, unlefs it be -requir- 
ed to colle&t fome of them for fale, 
when they are wanted. In this man- 
ner. fome perfuns who have ttocked 
fuch farms with fifty or more black 
cattle, &c. have in fifteen or twenty 
years marked three or four thoufand 
calves yeatly, and hogs without num- 
ber, befides hories. ‘I hefe creatures, 
however, are not without cnemies, 
whilit they are young and unable to 
defendthemfelves; for wolves. bears, 
leopards, panthers and wild cats ofa 
large fize, prey on them: and fome 
are alfo deitroyed by the bites of 
{nakes. 

We, moreover, abound with all 
forts of provifions, which are good 
in their kinds, and fold at a futtici- 
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ently cheap rate. Every induttrioy 
man may find employment and » 
ceive high wages tor his labour; { 
that with economy, he has a pn 
fpect of acquiring a tolcrable forty 
in the fpace of fixteen or twep 
years: asvery many Dutch ' 
have done, after being cleared of th 
fervitude which they confented , 
undergo, for the payment of the 
paffages hither. Nay, many of tho 
have managed their affairs fo well 
that they now poffefs feveral well 
built houfes in town, or have planta. 
tions and flaves in the country, A 
mafter bricklayer, and a thip of 
houfe-carpenter, if he work by the 
day, will charge feven fhillings fer. 
ling; and a journeyman to either 
of thefe trades, will, for his wages, 
have five pounds flerling by te 
month; the half of which need me 
be fpent, if he be careful and go te 
cheapeft way to work, though he my 
live very well at the fame tim 
But then they muft abftain fro 
taverns and gaming houfles, whia 
being numerous in this place, # 
but too much frequented by many 
to the neglect of their bufinefs a 
ruin of their families. 

As an obfervation that concen 
natural philofophy, I will jut 
tion, that bugs, mufketoes and for 
other infeéts, are benumbed by coli 
and eeafe to be troublefome, whe 
the mercury falls below the 6oth di 
vifion of the thermometer. Thi 
perhaps, fhews the reafun, why thef 
Creatures cannot-be generated in grea 
numbers, in any climate where the 
mean heat-does not exceed the above 
degree. Bugs, however, will appear! 
cities that are clofely built, as fuch 
places are known to be much warmet 
than thofe, that are more open to 
the air. Befides, when great num- 
bers of houfes are crouded together, 
and thefe are fully inhabited, the 
heat of the air mutt thereby be much 
increafed, as well as by the fmoke of 
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many chimnies. Moreover, the heat 
hefe buildings abforb from the 
un will again not only be commu. 
nicated to cach other by ;etlexion, 
but likewife to :he air itfelf, which, 
among fevcral others, is one reafon, 
why cities are generally more fickly 
than villages, uniefs the latter ftand 
jn low and damp fituations. 
Charlefton, the metropolis of 
South Carolina, ftands in the latitude 
of 32 degrees 45 minutes north, and 
jn the 79th degree of longitude, or 
fve hours and fixteen minutes weft 
from London, at the diftance of a- 
bout twelve hundred leagues, on a 
W. S. W. courfe. The town is built 
on anarrow peninfula which is forined 
by the conflux of Afhly and Cooper 
rivers. which are bread and deep, 
and difcharge their waters into the 
ocean, about fix miles below this 
lace. In thefe rivers is a rapid 
flood and ebb, which in the middle 
of the ftream, runs at the rate of 
hetweea three and four miles in an 
hour; and the tide, in common, 
rifes and falls about five feet, but at 
new and fuil moon feven feet. As 
the gulph of Florida runs with a fwift 
current towards the N. E. at the 
diftance of about fifteen or twenty 
leagues from our fhore, it will be 
eafly underftood, why a_ ftrong 
N. E. wind fhould always make a 
high tide in our rivers: as, by 
dircétly oppofing that ftream, it is 
made to recoil on ovr coaft, and 
thyscaufes the rivers to fwell. Con 
fequently, during the firft hurricane 
which happened on the 15:h of Sep- 
tember 1752, the tide was faid to 
rife fix feet in perpendicular height, 
inthe fhort fpace of ten minutes: 
fo that had the fea continued to 
flow in this manner one hour longer, 
Charlefton muft inevitably have 
been deftroyed. Pxt though the or- 
dinary time of flood was not then 
half fpent, providence moft merci- 
fully interpofd, by caufing the 


winds to fhift to the fouth, and weft, 
when the waters were carried off, 
rather more quickly than they rofe 
before. For the ftorm ftill continu- 
ing, after thefe latter winds fet in, 
and blowing direétly in the fame 
courfe with the gulph of Florida, 
fo fpeedily were the watcrs made to 
recede, that feveral people who were 
obliged to quit the lower floors of 
their houfes, (0 high was the tide 
in them) and retire to the upper 
rooms, were in a few minutes mott 
agreeably furprifed to {fee it entirely 
gone off: whereas but juft before 
they had expected immediate death. 

‘Three fices of this town are wafh- 
ed by the above rivers; the ground 
between them being fo low and level, 
that it is not feven feet, nor is the 
country for twenty miles round, ten 
feet higher at a medium, than the 
furface of full fea is at {pring tides. 
This is both a healthy and an a- 
reeable fituation in fuch a climate; 
tor we ftand as it were in a large 
plain, having the fea open to us on 
one fide, and the rivers afford fo 
eafy an opportuzity to free ourfelves 
of nuifances, as would be thankfully 
embraced by many communities, 
who regard-d decency, or, which is 
of greater confequence, health, But 
I am forry to fay it, we do not 
avail ourfelves of this admirable 
conveniency, fo much as we ought 
to do. 

‘The ftreets are from fixty-fix to 
thirty-three feet wide, running from 
eaft to weft: and thefe again are 
interfeéted by others at right angles, 
having drains under them, to pre- 
ventthe water from ftanding Jeng 
any where during wet feafons, the 
good effects of which, with refpee 
to health, are alieady fenfibly feit. 
Rut not being paved, except for a 
few feet along the fronts of the 
houfes, the ftreets are dirty during 
rainy weather, and dufty when it is 
dry. It muft, indeed, be confefled, 
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that the plan of this town was 
originally bad, confidering that the 
heat of the climate made wide and 
airy ftreets neceflary ; more ially 
whea there was no néed for limiting 
them to fuch fcanty breadths; as in 
thofe days there was a fufficiency of 
groand, which was no man’s Ee 
rty, and therefore it might have 
di of in a manner more 
fuited to the welfare of the future 
inhabitants. And which is fill 
worfe, there are many narrow lanes 
and alleys; and more are daily laying 
out, with the view of increafing the 
value of land. But the legiflatare 
fhould fuch naifances; for 
thofe confined fituations may here- 
afier prove a nurfery for difeafes, 
not of the moft traétable kind, 
when the town becomes large, and is 
more clofely built ; in which refpects 
it is amazing to fee the vat progrefs 
that is making by the number 
of howfes which are daily raifing. 

At the diftance of fix” miles, the 
fea is open to us from the eatt to the 
fouth-eaft. Georgia and the two 
Floridas lie to the fouth-weft and 
weft. Tothe weftward is the main 
continent of North America, the 
breadth of which is not rightly afcer- 
tained. North-weft and north is a 
prodigious traét of country, in which 
are feveral vait lakes or inland feas, 
which, together with the adjacent 
territories, are frozen half the year: 
and not many degrees north of thefe, 
both the fea and land are almoft 
always bound up with ice: and to 
the north-eaft lie the Englifh pro- 
vinces. 

From this view of our fitaation, it 
will a r, that as a fouth wind 
blows from the warmer latitudes, and 
fweeps over agreat extent of fea, it 
mutt always be kot and moift. 
That which comes from the fouth- 
wet and weit, mutt befultry and moitt 
in the fummer, as it pafles over large 
{paces of heated, marthy, overflowed 


or wood-lands: and in the winter » 
will bring damps or rain, being 
fraught with the exhalations that az 
made from the above foils, as well as 
with thofe vapours which are colleg. 
ed and condenfed by the high bleak 
mountains which lie behind us. Og 
the contrary the winds which blew 
from the north- weft and north, wij} 
be cool and refrefhing in the fom. 
mer, but chilling during the wintg; 
and, at all feafons, they drfpel clouds 
and fogs by their pare clattic pref. 
fure ; fo that whenever the weather 
becomes rainy or overcaft, it 
be expetted to continue fo, until the 
wind fhife to one of the abov 
points. Wefeldom have a clear ty 
with a north-cait wind : more efpe- 
cially towards the autumnal equines, 
when te oper blows brifkly, and 
is attended with heavy rain. Laftiy, 
that wind which away Sean 
up from the fouth-eaft t tea 
o'clock before noon, in the fummer 
months, is called, by way of emi- 
nence, the fea breeze. This at firk 
fets in very gently, caufing only a 
little ruffle on the water now and 
then : but by degrees it increafes in 
ftrength, and fans brifkly till fix of 
feven in the evening, when it gra- 
dually abates, and ceafes before night. 
About eight or nine o'clock, a {mall 
wefterly wind arifes, and continves 
till the fame hour next morning, 
when it likewife fails: and atter a 
—_ of one or two hours, the fea- 
reeze fets in again: fo that thefe 
alternately fucceed each other in the 
fummer, when the feafon is regular, 
and prove wonderfully refrefiting 
to us. 

As the land near Charlefton is not 
fufficiently high to give rife to —_ 
fprings, we the moft part, u 
well-water which is always more or 
lefs brackith : and it will be quite 
falt, if thefe wells be funk more 
than eleven or twelve feet; their 
bottoms being thea on an equality 
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@ith the forface of the low tide : 
gor will the water rife more than 
foor or five fect in them; a5 a 
that depth it will be on a level with 
the rivers at full fea. Hence it 
fems, that thefe wells are fupplied 
with water from the rivers by filera- 
fon th the fand. Frity-five 
cubacal ine vaavens= jor hog com. 
monly drink, wei x grains 
more than an bulk of rain: 
and when the fame weight of fea fal: 
was added to the latter, 1t precipitat- 
eda folution of filver; became of a 
milky colour, with oil of tartar per 
deliquium ; and tafted as the well- 
water. ‘Thefe ate proofs, that oar 
water contains a confiderable portion 
of common falt: and scunliiede, 
jt indeces a navfea.or griping and 

rging ie thofe who are not accuf- 
tomedto it. In the country, how- 
ever, excellent fprings abound: and 
higher than the tide flows, the river 
water is foft and wholefome; but 
being fomewhat moddy, it oughe 
to be permutted to fettle, before it 
be ufed. 

As to the way of living in 
Chariefton, it is much after the 
Englith manner. Bot cither weak 

pretty four punch, or rum weil 
dileted with water, and without acid 
er fagar, is ufed by many for drink, 
thoogh wine and other liquors are 
lkewife brought to table. ‘Tea and 
toffee are fo cheap, that one or both 
we ufed once, if not twice in the 
tay, by people of all ranks. But 
tus cuftom cannot fail in having ill 
eafequences, in fome conttitetions, 
parucularly during the relaxing heat 
of the fummer * and perhaps the tea 
nlf may poffels fomw qualities that 
we not friendly to the human confi 
muon; at lealt it is injurioes to 
many people. For want of daily 
markets in the country, more falted 
nd fmoked meats are confumed 
ty the people there than in tren : 
Sey alfo abound with pouliry of ail 









kinds : mach milk is efed in various 
wavs: more fruit is caren in the 
feafon ; and lefs wine 1s commonly 
drank, though in general they are 
far from being fparing in the ufe of 
ram fies af thefe remarks, how. 
ever, are to be underffood with re- 
ftrictioa : for no people in middling 
life, fupply thew tables beter than 
gemiemen in the coantry do: and 
fone eniertain frangers or friends 
with more hofpiuality. Rither the 
Indian corn, called maize, groand 
{mali, or rice boiled with water to 
a thick confiftence, being preferred 
to bread by many of thofe who live 
in the cowstry, they are brought to 
table almott at every meal This, 
ae I feid above, is oot of choice; 
for we have plenty of wheat. four. 

It has already been faid, that 
Charietton increafes falt in boild- 
ings and people : but at prefent there 
are not quite twelve hundred dwell 
aioele with nearly as many kit. 
chens which are built feparate ; belies 
a great member of warc-houies, all 
which being viewed together, give the 
place the appearance ots large and 
well-built town, The modern 
houfes are large, airy, and conveni- 
ent, being from two and a half to 
three and a half flories high, and of 
fattable dimenfons. Ant the banks 
of Cooper nvet being as yet mottly 
built upon, and the houfes lofty and 
contiguous, they are feen to great 
aivantage, by thofe who approach 
the place from the fea, after a long 
voyage, as being fully in view for 
the fpace of eight or 
fore they come to an anchor in the 
harbour. 

The white inhabitants of this 
tewn, may he aboot five thoafand 
five hendred: bat the mortality a- 
mong them, cannot be exaftly deter 
mined at prefent, no regifter thereof 
having been kept for feveral years 
Formerly, when bills of mortalivry 
were anagally priatccd, the inhals- 
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tants then being not quite four 
thoufand, it appeared that one in 
thirty feven died yearly, or about 
one out of each family in the fpace 
of feven years and a half, fuppofing 
all the deceafed to have belonged 
to the place. But thefe lifts were 
{welled by the deaths of tranfient 
perfons, it ought, however, to be 
obferved, that, during the time 
thofe bills were publifhed, no con- 
tagious or malignant diftempers 
prevailed amongft us. And it muft 
alio be acknowledged, that we are 
rather more hea‘thy fince the hurri- 
canes of the year 1752; children in 
particular, having efcaped better 
fince; for, before that time, almoft 
half the number of deaths, happened 
amongfl thofe who were under five 
years of age. There aremany more 
negroes than white people in this 
town and province; and thofe of 
African defcent, are as fufceptible of 
all ‘ort of difeafes, as thofe of the 
other colour, if we except the yellow 
or malignant fever and gout. Be- 
fides, they are liable to particular 
complaints which feem peculiar to 
negroes only. However, even blacks, 
vho live in a‘l refpeéts as we com- 
monly do, are equally obnoxious to 
the gout with whise men. 

Births cannot be afcertained from 
the chriftenings: for children are not 
always baptized the fame year in 
which they are born. But it is cer- 
tain, they far exceed the deaths of 
the fettled inhabitants, 

‘The natives, for the moft part, 
rije above the mid¢ling ftature : and 
they attain their full height fooner, 
than the peopie ufually do in colder 
climates. In general, they are of a 
fender make, have pale complexions, 
thin, fair. or brown hair, which 
afterwards changes to a chefnut or 
black colour: but it feldom curls. 
‘Lhey are forward in genius, and 
thought capable of receiving in- 
fira¢tion earlier, than children in 


Britain commonly are, With r- 
fpect to their character, they are ey. 
ceedingly hofpitable, and of 2 miki 
temper, which yet is not without ; 
quick fenfibility of any def 
affront; but their paffions foon fyb. 
fide. Few live fixty years; and the 
bald or hoary and wrinkled appear. 
ances of old age, often thew them. 
felves at the age of thirty years—o, 
even earlier, more efpecially on thof 
who dwell in the country. 

The women are in full bloom 
hetween their fixteenth and twenty. 
fifth year : and they are very generally 
well featured and genteel in pe 
fon. The menfes commonly beg; 
to flow between the twelfth aj 
fourteenth year; and that difc 
ceafes at different periods, betwee 
the thirtieth and fiftieth year of thei 
ages, according as conftitutions van, 
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Speech of Oliver Elfworth, ey. it 
the convention of the flate of Cm 
neficut, appointed to take into conf. 
deration the new plan of federal gp 
vernment. Delivered, Fanuary 4, 
1788, on opening the debates. 








Mr. Prefident, 

T is obfervable, that there is n 
preface to the propofed conftituti 
on: but it evidently prefuppofes two 
things; one is, the neceflity of a 
federal government, the other is the 
inefficacy of the old articles of con- 
federation. A union is neceflary for 
the purpofes of national defence. 
United, we are ftrong ; divided, we 
are weak. It is eafy for hoftile na- 
tions to {weep off a number of f- 
roe ftates, one after another. 
jitnefs the ftates in the neighbour- 
hood of ancient Rome, They were 
fucceflively fubdued by that ambitious 
city; which they might have con- 
quered with the utmoft eafe, if they had 
been united. Witnefs the Canaaa- 
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tith nations whofe divided fituation 
rendered them an eafy prey. Wit- 
nefs England, which, when divided 
into feparate ftates, was twice con- 
quered by an inferior force. Thus 
it always happens to {mall ttates, and 
to great ones, if divided. Or, if 
to avoid this, they connect them- 
felves with fome powerful ftate, 
their fituation is not much better. 
This thews us the neceflity of com- 
bining our whole force, and, as to 
national purpofes, becoming one 
ftate. 

A union, fir, is likewife neceffa- 
ry, confidered with relation to eco- 
nomy. -Small ftates have enemies, 
as well as great ones. They muft 
provide for their defence. The ex- 
penfe of it, which would be moderate 
for a large kingdom, would be into- 
lerable to a petty ftate. The Dutch 
are wealthy; but they are one of 
the fmalleft of the European nations; 
and their taxes are — than in any 
other country of Europe. Their 
taxes amount to forty fhillings per 
head, when thofe of England do not 
exceed half that fum. 

We muft unite, in order to pre- 
ferve peace among ourfelves. If we 
be divided, what is to prevent wars 
from breaking out among the ftates ? 
States, as well as individuals, are 
fubje&t_ to ambition, to avarice, to 
thofe jarring paffions which difturb 
the peace of fociety, What is to 
check thefe? If there be a parental 
hand over the whole, this, and no- 
thing elfe, can reftrain the unruly 
conduét of the members. 

Union is necefflary to preferve 
commutative juftice between the 
flates. If divided, what is to pre- 
vent the “4, ftates from oppreffing 
the fmall? What is to defend us 
fromthe ambition and rapacity of 
New-York, when fhe has fpread 
over that vaft territory which fhe 
claims, and holds? Do we not al- 
ready fee inher the feeds of an over- 
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bearing ambition? On our other 
fide, there is a large and powerful 
ftate. Have we not already beyaa 
to be tributaries? If-we do not im- 
prove the prefent critical time— it we 
do not unite, fhall we not be i:ke 
Iffachar of old, a trong afs crouch- 
ing down between two burdens? 
New-Jerfey and Delaware have feen 
this, and have adopted the coaftitu- 
tion unanimoully. 

A more energetic fyftem is necef- 
fary. The prefent is merely advi- 
fory. It has no coercive power. 
Without this, government is ineffec- 
tual, or rather is no goverrment at 
all. But it is faid: ** Such a power 
is not neceflary. Siates will not do 
wrong. They need only to be told 
their duty, and they wiil do it.” I 
afk, fir, what warrant is there for 
this affertion ? Do not ftates do 


.wrong ? Whence come wars ? One 


of two hoftile nations muit be ia 
the wrong. But itis faid: ‘* Among 
** filter ftates, this can never be pre- 
** fumed.”” But donot we know, that 
when friends become enemies, their 
enmity is the moft virulent? The 
feventcen provinces of the Nether- 
lands were once confederated: they 
fought under the fame banner, Ant- 
werp, hard prefled by Philip, applied 
to the other ftates for relief. Hol- 
land, a rival in trade, oppofed, and 
prevented the needy fuccours. Ant- 
werp was made a facrifice. I with I 


could fay there were no feeds of 


fimilar injuttice {pringing up among 
us. Is there not in one of our {tates 
injuttice too barefaced for eaitern 
defpotifm ? That ftaie is ‘fmall: ic 
does little hurt to any but itfelf. But 
it has afpirit, which would make a 
tophet of the univerfe. But fome 
will fay: ‘* Weformerly did well with- 
** out any union.” [ anfwer: oor fitu- 
ation is materially changed. Wh le 
Great- Britain held her authority, fhe 
awed us. She appointed governors 
and councils for the American pre- 
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vinces. She had a negative upon 
our laws, But now, our circum- 
ftances are fo altered, that there is 
no arguing what we fhall be, from 
what we have been. ~ 

It is faid that other confederacies 
have not had the principle of coerci- 
on. Is this fo? let us attend to thofe 
confederacies which have refembled 
our own. Some time before Alexan- 
der, the Grecian ftates confederated 
together. The amphittionic coun- 
cil, confifting of deputies from thefe 
ftates, met at Delphos; and had au- 
thority to regulate the general inte- 
refts of Greece. This council did 
enforce its decrees by coercion. 
The Beeotians once infringed upon a 
decree of the amphi¢tions. A 
heavy mulét was laid upon them. 
They refufed to pay it. Upon that 
their whole territory was confifcated. 
They were then glad to compound 
the _ matter, After the death of 
Alexander the Achzan league was 
formed. ‘The decrees of this con- 
federacy were enforced by dint of 
arms. The A.tolian league was for- 
med by fome other Grecian cities in 
oppofition to the Achzan ; and there 
was no peace between them, until they 
were conquered and reduced to a 
Roman province. They were then 
obliged to fit down in peace under 
the ‘ame yoke of defpotifin. 

How is it with refpeét to the prin- 
ciple of coercion in the Germanic 
body? in Germany there are about 
three hundred principalities and re- 
publics. Deputies from thefe meet 
annually in the general diet, to make 
regulations for the empire. But the 
execution of thefe is not left volunta- 
rily with the members, ‘The empire 
js divided into ten circles; over each 
of which a fuperintendant is ap- 
pointed, with the rank ofa major-ge- 
neral. It is his duty to execute the 
decree, of the empire with a miltary 
force. 

The confederation of the Swif 


cantons has been confidered a5 a he 
example. But their circumttance, BB Withou 
are far different from ours. 1 
are {mall republics, about twenty mile 
fquare, fituated among the Alps. and jock « 
inacceflible to hoftile attacks, They But t 
have nothing to tempt an invafion, We ident, 
Till lately, they had neither com I peceflit 
merce nor manufactures. They HB what 
were merely a fet of herdfmen, HB yant 0 
Their inacceffiblenefs has availed MB icularl 
them. Four hundred of thofe moun. fates | 
taineers defeated 15,000 Auftrians, BB while 
who were remyan be fubdue them. HiBos the 
They fpend the ardour of youth in HB, hund 
foreign fervice; they return old, BBithe cor 
and difpofed for tranquility. Be Poffo 
tween fome of the cantons ak Bi enougl 
France, there has long fubfifted a de Riace | 
fenfive treaty. By this treaty, Frane BBthe {tz 
is to be a mediator to fettle differences BR poml 
between the cantons. If any om MB conore 
be obftinate, France is to compela BiBy: frit 
fubmiffion to reafonable terms. bear ¢! 
The Dutch republic is an example qual: 
that merits attention. The form of i quenc 
their conftitution, as it is on paper, 
admits not of ceercion. But neceflity 
has introduced it in praétice. This 
coercive power is the influence of the 
ftadtholder—an officer originally un- 
known to their conftitution. But 
they have been neceffitated to appoint 
him, in erder to fet their unwieldly 
machine of government in motion. 
He iscommander in chief of their 
navy, and of their army, confifting 
of forty or fifty regiments. He 
points the officers of the land and 
naval forces, He prefidesin the ftates 
general, and in the ftates of every 
Weenie and by means of this, he 
as agreat opportunity to influence 
the elections and decifions, The pro- 
vince of Holland has ever beet 
oppofed to the appointment of 4 
ftadtholder ; beeaufe, by its wealth 
and power, being equal to all the 
other provinces, it poffeffes the 
weight and influence of the ftadt- 
holder, when that office is vacant. 
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mee HM Without fuch an influence, their ma- 
r chine of government would no more 
miles move, than a fhip without wind, or a 
and clock without weights. 

hey But to come nearer home, mr. Pre- 
fion, W jident, have we not feen and felt the 
COM MB recefiity of fuch a coercive power? 
Phey BB What was the confequence of the 
men, WB want of it during the late war, par- 
ailed BB iicularly towards the clofe? A tew 
oun Mftatcs bore the burden of the war. 
ans, Me While we, and one or two more 
hem. Moi the {tates were paying eighty or 
h in a hundred dollars per man to recruit 
ald, the continental army, the regiments 
Bee Buf fome ftates had fearcely men 
and enough to wait on their officers. 
ad BBsince the clofe of the war, fome of 
the ftates have done nothing towards 
omplying with the requiitions of 
congrefs; others, who did fomething 
at firft, feeing that they were left to 
bear the whole burden, have become 
qually remifs. What is the confe- 
quence? Lo what fhifts have we 





















aper, en driven? ‘To the wretched 
eflity Mexpedient of negociating new loans 
pire ja Europe, to pay the inereit of the 
) 


oreign debt. And what is ftill worfe, 


y un- ¢ have even been obliged do apply 
But the new loans to the fupport of our 

point Bown civil yovernment at home. 

ieldly Another ill confequence of this 


want of energy, is, that treaties are 


their pot performed. ‘The treaty of peace 
ifting with Great Britain was a very favour- 
= ap. dle one for us. But it did not hap- 
and Biren perfeGtly to pleafe fome of the 
ftates 


fates: and they would not comply 
with it. The confequence is, Bri- 
ain charges us with the breach, and 
fufes to deliver up the forts on our 
sorthern quarter. 

Our being tributaries to our 


of 4 ffter flates is in confequence of 
yealth Mise want of a federal fyitem. The 
1 the late of New-York raifes 60 or 
p the Bso.ocol. a year by impoft. Con- 
fadt- neicut confumes about one third of 
acant, 


the go ds upon which this impoft is 
fai; and confequently pays one third 
Vol, IT. No. IV, 


of this fum to New-York. If we 
import by the medium of Maflachu- 
fetts, fhe has an impoft, and to her 
we pay a tribute. Jf this is done, 
when we have the fhadow of a nati- 
onal government, what fhall we not 
fuffer, when even that thadow is gone? 

If we go on as we have done, what 
is to become of the toreign debt ? 
Will fovereign nations forgive us 
this debt, becaufe we neglect to pay ? 
or will they levy it by reprifals as the 
laws of nations authorife them? Will 
our weaknefs induce Spain to relin- 
quith the exclufive navigation of the 
Miithflippi, or the territory which fhe 
claims on the eaft fide of that river? 
Will our weaknefs induce the Britifh 
to give up the northern pofts? If a 
war breaks out, and our fituation in- 
vites our enemies to make war, how 
are we to defend ourlelyes? Has 
government the means to enlift aman 
or buy an ox? or {hall we rally the 
remainder of our oldarmy ? The Eu- 
ropean nations. I believe to be not 
friendly to us. "They were pleafed 
to fee us difconnecied from Great- 
Britain; they are pleafed to fee us 
difunited among ourfclves. If we 
continue fo, how eafy is it for them 
to canton us out among them, as 
they did the kingdom of Poland! 
But fuppofing this ts not done, if we 
fuffer the union to expire, the leait 
that may be expected, is, that the 
European powers will form alliances, 
fome with ene flate and fome with 
another, and play the ftates off one 
againit another, and that we fhal! be 
involved in all the labyrinths of Eu- 
ropean politics. But 1 do not wifh 
to continue the painful recital ; 
enough has been faid to fhew, that a 
power in the general government to 
enforce the decrees of the union, is 
abfolutely neceflary. 

The conititution before us is a 
complete fyitem of legiilative, judi- 
cial, anid executive power. It was 
defioned to fupply the detects of the 
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former fyftem ; and I believe, upon a 
full difcuffion, it will be found cal- 
culated to anfwer the purpofes for 
which it was defigned. 


“o> 2 @ @ Bt 


Another /peech of the fame gentleman, 
on the claufe in the new conflitution, 
refpeAing the power of congrefs to 
lay taxes, “9c.— Delivered January 
7, 1788. 


Mr, Prefident, 

HIS is a moft important claufe 

in the conftitution; and the 
gentlemen do well tooffer all the ob- 
jeCtions which they have againft it. 
Through the whole of this debate, 
I have attended to the objections 
which have been made againft this 
claufe ; and I think them all to be 
unfounded. The claufe is general ; 
it gives the general legiflature ‘* pow- 
er to lay and colle¢t taxes, duties, 
impofts, and excifes, to pay the 
debts, and provide for the common 
defence and general welfare of the 
united ftates..’ There are three 
objections againft this claufe. Firft, 
that it is too extenfive, as it extends 
to all the objeéts of taxation. Se- 
condly, that itis partial. Thirdly, 
that congrefs ought not to have pow- 
er to lay taxesat all. 

The firlt objeétion is, that this 
claufe extendsto all the objects of 
taxation. But, though it does ex- 
tend to all, it does not extend to 
them exclufively. It does not fay 
that congrefs fhall have all thefe four- 
ces of revenue, and the flates none. 
All, excepting the impoft, flill lie 
open to the ftates. This ftate owes 
a debt; it muft provide for the pay- 
ment of it. So do all the other ftates. 
This will not efcape the attention of 
congrefs. When making calculations 
to raifea revenue, they will bear 
this in mind. ‘They will not take 
away that which:s neceffary for he 
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ftates. They are the head, and wil 
take care that the members do ng 
perifh. The ftate debt, which no 
lies heavy upon us, arofe from th 
want of powersin the federal fyftem, 
Give the neceflary powers to the 
national government, and the flate 
will not be again neceflitated to jp. 
volve itfelf in debt forts defence jn 
war. It will lie upon the national 
goverament to defend ali the trates, 
to defend all its members, from hof. 
tile attacks. The united ftates jl] on 
bear the whole burden of war. Iti; Bors 
neceflary, that the power of the gr ap 
neral legiflature fhould extend to all i Fee 
the objects of taxation, that goven. 
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ment fhould be able to command i qe 
the refources of the country ; becaik fe pt 

UIC, 

























no man can tell what our exigency 
may be. Wars have now becom 
rather wars of the purfe, than of th 


$ muc 
nftanc 
afily ¢ 


fword. Government mutt therefor d by 
be able to command the whole pow hf 
er of the purfe, otherwife a hott ow uf 
nation may look into our conftiw fy... _\ 
tion, fee what refources are in th ertibl 
power of government, and calcul nf Co 
to go a little beyond us; thus the ene 
may obtain a decided fuperioris fry th 
over us, and reduce us to the utmomly, * 


diftrefs. A government, which ¢ 
command but half its refources, 
like a man with but one arm to de 
fend himéfelf. 

The fecond objection is that th 
impoft is not a proper mode of tax 
ation ; that it is partial to the fouth 
ern ftates. 1 confefs | am mortified 
when I find gentlemen fuppofing that 
their delegates in convention were 
inattentive to their duty, and made 
a facrifice of the interefts of their 
conttituents. If, however, the impott 
be a partial mode, this circumftance, 
high as my opinion of it is, would 
weaken my attachment to it; for | 
abhor partiality. But I think therear 
three fpecial reafons, why an impol 
is the beft way of raifing a natioaal 
revenue. 
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The firft is, it is the moft fruitful 
ad eafy way. All nations have 
‘ound it to be fo. Direct taxation 
an go but little way towards raifin 

revenue. ‘To raife money in this 
way, people muft be provident; 
hey muft be conttantly laying up 
oney to anfwer the demands of 
he co\lecter. But you cannot make 
eople thus provident. If you would 
lo any thing to purpofe, you muft 
ome in when they are fpending, 
nd take a part with them. This 
loes not take away the tools of 
man’s bufinefs, or the neceflary 
stenfils of his family : It only comes 


n, when he is taking his pleafure, , 


nd feels generous ; when he is ay- 
ng out a fhilling for fuperfluities, 
t takes two-pence of it for public 
nfe, and the remainder will do him 
s much goodas the whole. I will 
nftance two faéts, which fhew how 
afily and infenfibly a revenue is raif- 
d by indireét taxation. I fuppofe 
ople in general are not fenfible 
hat we pay a tax to the ftate of 
INew-York. Yet it is an incontro- 
ertible faét, that we, the people 
of Connecticut, pay annually into 
ithe treafury of New- York, more than 
fty thoufand dollars. Another in- 
tance I will mention: One of our 
ommon river floops pays in the 
Weft-Indies a portage-bill of £.60. 
his is a tax which foreigners lay 
upon us, and we pay it. Fora duty 
hid upon our fhipping, which tranf- 
ports our produce to foreign mar- 
kets, finks the price of our pro- 
duce, and operates as an effectual 
tx upon thofe who till the ground, 
and bring the fruits of it to market. 
All nations have feen the neceffity 
and propriety of raifing a revenue by 
ndire&t taxation, by duties upon 
rticles of confumption. France raifes 
irevenue of 24 millions fterling per 
‘num ; and it is chiefly in this way. 
Fifty millions of livres they raife 
uponthe fingle article of falt. The 


Swifs cantons raife almott the whole 
of their revenue upon falt. Thofe 
ftates purchafe all the falt which is 
to be ufed in the country: they fell 
it outtothe people at an advanced 
price : the advance is the revenue of 
the country. In England, the whole 
public revenue is abort twelve mil- 
lions fterling per annum. ‘The land 
tax amounts to about two millions; 
the window and fome other taxes 
to about two millions more. The 
other eight millions are raifed upon 
articles of confumption. The whole 
ftanding army of Great-Britain 
could not enforce the colleétion of 
this va‘t fum by dire& taxation. In 
Holland, their prodigious taxes, a- 
mounting to forty fhillings for each 
inhabitant, are levied chiefly upon 
articles of confumption. They ex- 
cife every thing, not excepting even 
their houfes of infamy. 

The experiments, which have 
been made 1n our own country, fhew 
the produ¢tive nature of indireé 
taxes. ‘Theimports into the united 
{tates amount to a very large fum. 
They never will be lefs, but will 
continue to increafe for centuries 
tocome. As the population of our 
country increafes, the imports will 
neceffarily increafe. ‘They will in- 
creafe; becaufe our citizens will] 
choofe to be farmers, living inde- 
pendently on their freeholds, rather 
than to be manufacturers, and work 
for a groata day. I find by calcn- 
lation, that a general impoft of 5 per 
cent. would raife the fum of £.245,- 
000 per annum, dedutting 8 per 
cent. for the charges of collefting. 
A farther fum might be deduéted for 
{muggling, a bufinefs which is too 
well underftood among us, and which 
is looked upon in too favourable a 
light. But this lofs in the public 
revenue will be overbalanced by the 
increafe of importations. And a 
further fum may be reckoned upon 
fome articles, which will bear ahigh- 
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er duty than the one recommended 
by congrefs. Rum, infead of 44. 
per gallon, may be fet higher, wath- 
out any detriment to our health or 
morals,. In kngland it pays a duty 
of 4s. 6d. the gallon. Now let us 
compare this fource of revenue with 
our national wants. ‘The intereft of 
the foreign debt is £.130,000 law- 
ful money per annum. ‘he ex- 

nees of the civil lift are £.37,000. 

here are likewife further expenfes 
for maintaining the frontier pofls, 
for the fupport of thofe who have 
been difabied in the fervice of the 
continent, and fome other contingen- 
cies, amounting, together with the 
civil lift, tof.130,0c0. This fum 
added 0 the intereft of the foreign 
debt, will be £.260,000. The cun- 
fequence follows, that the avails of 
the impoft will pay the intercit of 
the whole foreign debt, and nearly 
fatisfy thefe. current national cx- 
pences. Rut perhaps it will be faid 
that thefe paper calculations are over- 
done, and that the real avails will 
fall far fhort. Let me point our, 
then, what has actually been done. 
In only three of the fates, in Mafla- 
chufests, New- York and Pennfjiva- 
nia, 160, or £.180,000 per annum 
have been raifed by impoit. from 
this faét, we may certainly conclude, 
that, if a general impoit fhouki be 
Jaid, it would rasfe a greater fum 
than I have calculated, It is a flrang 
argument in favour of an impo, 
that the colleétion of it will intcr- 
fere lefs with the internal police of 
the flates, than any other ipecies of 
taxation. It does not fill the coun- 
try with revenue officers; but is con- 
fined to the fea coaft, and is chiefly 
a water operation. Another weig)- 
ty reafon in favour of this branch of 
revenue is, if we do not give it to 
congrefs, the individual flates wid 
have it. Ie will give fome flates an 
crporveakey of oppreffing others, and 
defiroy all harmony between them. 
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If we would have the flates friena. 
to each other, let us take away 
bone of contention, and place it, 
it ought in juftice to be ply 
in the hands of the general go 
ment. 

** But,” fays an honourable geet: 
man near me, * the impoft will be 
partial tax : the fouthern flares of 
pay but little in comparifon with dy 
northern.’” I afk, what reafon 
there for this afertion * Why, &. 
he, we live in a cold climate, ad 
want warming. Do not they live ig 
a hot climate, and want guen bing ’ 
Untd you get as far fouth a 
Carolinas, there is no material && 
rence in the quantity of Clocing 
which is worn, In Virginia hes 
have the fame courfe of Clothin 
that we have. In Caroling & 
have a great deal of cold, raw, chi 
weather : cvenin Georgia, the ne 
Savannah has been oad upon te 
ice. And if they do not wear gui 
fo gicat a quantity of Clothing & 
thofe fates as with us; yet people ¢ 
rank wear that which is of a med 
more expenfive Lind.—In thefe fee 
we manufadiure one half of o@ 
clothiag and all our took of be 
bendry ; m thofr, they manufadte 
none, norcver will. They will 
manufacture ; becaufe thew fied 
much more profitable to " cubtive 
their lands, which are cxceeding 
fertile. Hence they import almel 
every thing, not excepting the ar 
riages in which they nde, the bow 
with which they ull the ground, ad 
the boots which thew wear. If we 
doubt of the extent of their impor 
tations, let os look at their expo. 
~v cxcerdingly fertile and prottablk 
are their lands, that a } sat Wye 
fhips are every year luaded wrth ree 
and indige trom the fingle port ct 
Charlefion. ‘ihe rich rcterms 
thefe cargoes of immenfe valee, vl 
be all fulject to the impo, Ne 
thing ts omitted; a duty bp tw & 
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rien id upon the hacks which they im- 
ay From Virginia their exports 
it, gre valeed at a miihon ferling per 
pla gnnam : the fingle article of tobseco 


gmounts to ficven or ¢ ght hundred 
thoofand. How doce this come 
back ? not in money ; for the \ irgi 
gians are poor to a proverb, m meo- 


cule wy. They anticipate their crops ; 
ith the they {pend faiter thas they carn 

fon gf hey are cver im debe. Their rich 
. bey exports return in catables, in drink 
aed shies, and in wearables. All thete are 
live " fubject to thet npott. Io Mary land, 


Ling } a ther exports are as great tn propor 
; tion 4668 thofe in Virginia : he 
imports and cxports of the foutheth 
fates are quite as great Ta proportion 
bes as thofe of the novhern,. Where 
then exifts this partiality, which has 
heed objected? It exits no where, 
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and executive powers: It is a com- 
lete ftate in miniature. Yet it 
Preeds no confufion, it. makes no 
{chifm, The city has not eaten up the 
ftate, nor the ftate the city. But if 
there be a new city,if it have not had 
time to unfold its principles, I will 
inftance the city of New-York, 
which is and long has been, an im- 
rtant part of that ftate ; it has been 
found beneficial ; its powers and pri- 
vileges have not clafhed with the ftate. 
The city of London contains three 
or four times as many inhabitants 
as the whole ftate of Connetticut. 
It has extenfive powers of govern- 
ment : and yet it makes no interfe- 
rence with the general government of 
the kingdom. This conititution de- 
fines the extent of the powers of the 
eneral government. if the general 
egillature fhould at any time overleap 
their limits,the judicial department is 
a conftitutional check. If the united 
ftates go beyond their powers, if they 
make a law which the conttitution 
does not authorize, it 1s void; and the 
judicial power, the national judges, 
who, to fecure their impartiality, 
are to be made independent, will 
declare it to be void. On the other 
hand, if the ftates go beyond their 
limits, if they make alaw which is an 
ufurpation upon the general govern- 
ment, the law is void ; and upright 
independent judges will declare it to 
be fo. Still, however, if the united 
ftates and the individual ftates will 
quarrel, if they want to fight, they 
may do it, and no frame of gov- 
ernment can poffibly prevent it. It 
is fufficient for this conftitution, 
that, fo far from laying them under 
a neceflity of contending, it provides 
every reafonable check againft it, 
But perhaps at fome time or other, 
there will be a contelt, the ftates 
may rife againft the general govern- 
ment. If this do take place, if all 
the ftates combine, if all oppofe, 
the whole will not eat up the mem- 





































bers, but the meafure which is Oppof. 
ed to the fenfe of the people, wil! 
prove abortive. In republics, it ig 
fundamental principle, that the ma. 
jority govern, and that the minorit 
comply with the general voice, 
How contrary then to republican 
principles, how humiliating is oy 
prefent fituation! A fingle fate can 
rife up, and put a vets upon the 
moft important public meafures, 
We have {een this actually take place, 
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A fingle ftate has controuled the ge. 9 me?" 
neral voice of the union ; a minority decif 
a very fmall minority has governe, fy 2™ 
us. So far is this from being con. 
fiftent with republican Principles, 
that it is in effeét the worft {pecies 
of monarchy. Spee 
Hence we fee how neceffary for o 
the union is a coercive principle we 
No man pretends the contrary: . 
we all fee and feel this neceffity, ft 
The only queftion is, fhall it bea . 
coercion of law, or a coercion of 
arms? There is no other poflible al- 
ternative. Where will thofe, who "T 
oppofe a coercion of law, come out? 
where will they end? A_ neceilary - 
confequence of their principles is a is) 
war of the ftates one againtt another, the 
I ain for coercion by law—that coer- ng 
cion which aéts only upon delinquent ed 
individuals. ‘This conftitution does vt 
not attempt to coerce fovereign bo- dat 
dies, {tates in their political capacity. - 
No coercion is applicable tofuch bo- dif 
dies, but that of an armed force. bo 
If we fhould attempt to execute the - 
laws of the union by fending an ” 
armed force againft a delinquent bp 
ftate, it would involve the good and 
bad, the innocent and guilty, in the a 
fame calamity. pe 
But this fegal coercion fingles out - 
the guilty individual, and punihes ce 
him for breaking the laws of the t 





union. All men will fee the reafon- 
ablenefs of this; they will acquiefce, 
and fay, let the guilty fuffer. 

How have the morals of the people 
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heen depraved for the want of an 
eficient government, which might 
eftablith juftice and righteoufnels— 
For the want of this, iniquity has 
come in upon us, like an overflowing 
food. If we with to prevent this 
alarming evil—if we with to protect 
the good citizen in his right—we 
mutt lift up the ftandard of juttice ; 
we muft eitablifh a national govern- 
ment, to be enforced by the equal 
decifions of law, and the peaceable 
arm of the magiftrate. 


—S @ BS — 


Speech of the rev. mr. Shute in the 
convention of Majjachufetts, on the 
article of the new federal confittution, 
which provides, that no religious teft 
foal! ever be required as a qualifica- 


tion to an office. 


Mr. Prefident, 
O objeét to the latter part of 
the paragraph under confidera- 
tion, which ie Re a religious teft, 
is, lam fenfible, very popular; for 
the moft of men, fome how, are 
rigidly tenacious of their own fenti- 
ments in religion, and difpofed to 
impofe them upon others, as the ftan- 
dard of truth. Ifin my fentiments, 
upon the point in view, I fhould 
differ from fome in this honourable 
body, I only with for the exercife of 
that candour, with which true religion 
is adapted to infpire the honeft and 
well-difpofed mind. 

To eftablith a religious teft, as a 
qualification for an office in the pro- 
pofed federal conttitution, it appears 
tome, fir, would be attended with 
injurious confequences to fome indi- 
viduals, and with no advantage to 
the whole. 

_ By the aapriape confequences to 
individuals, mean, that foie, who, 
inevery other refpect, are qualified 
to fill fome important poft in govern- 
ment, would be excluded by their not 


being able to ftand the religious 
telt, which I take to be a privation 
of part of their civil rights. 

Nor is there to me any conceiv- 
able advantage, fir, that would refult 
to the whole, trom fuch a teit. Un- 

rincipled and dithonett men will not 
fatous to fubicribe to any thing, 
which may open the way for their ad- 
vancement, and put them in a fitua- 
tion the better to execute their bafe 
and iniquitous defigns. Honett 
men, alone, therefore, however well 
qualified to ferve the public, would 
beexcluded by it, and their country 
be deprived of the benefit of their 
abilities. 

In this great and extenfive empire, 
there is and will be a great variety 
of fentiments in religion among 
its inhabitants. Upona plan of a 
religious teft, the queftion, I think, 
mutt be, who fhall be excluded from 
national truft? Whatever anfwer 
bigotry might fuggeit—the dictates 
of candour and equity, I conceive, 
will be ‘* none.” 

Far from limiting my charity and 
confidence to men of my own deno- 
mination, in religion, I fuppofe, 
and I believe, fir, there are worthy 
characters among mea of every other 
denomination—ainong the quakers— 
the baptilts, the church of England— 
the papiits—and even among thofe 
who have no other guide, in the way 
to virtue and heaven, than the dic- 
tates of natural religion. 

I muft, therefore, think, fir, that 
the propofed plan of government, 
in this particular, is wifely conétruct- 
ed; that as all have an equal claim 
to the bieilings of the government 
under which they live, and which 
they fupport, fo none fhall be ex- 
cluded from them by being of any 
particular denomination in religion. 

The prefumption is, that the eyes 
of the people will be upon the faith- 
ful in the land; and froma regard to 
their own fafety, will choote for their 
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selers, men of known abilities—of 
known probity—of good moral cha- 
satters, ‘Lhe apoftle Peter tells us, 
that * God is no refpeGter of perfons, 
but in every nation, he that feareth 
him, and worketh righteoufnefs, 
is acceptable to him :”’and I know of 
no reaion, why men of fuch a charac- 
ter in a community, of whatever de- 
nomination in religion, ceteris paribus, 
with fuitable qualifications fhould not 
be acceptable to the people, and why 
they may not be employed by 
them, with fafety and advantage in 
the mmportant offices of government. 
‘Lhe exclugon of a religious teft in 
the propoted conttitutiou, theretore, 
clearly appears to me, fir, to be in 
favour of its adoption. 


—— 2S as 


Speech of mr. Symmes, in the conven- 
chu of Mafpichufetts, on that fer 
tron of the yew federal confii- 
tulion, which vefis congre/s with 
power to impofe taxes— Delivered 

JaNUATY 92, 1788-6 


Mr. Prefident, 

N fuch an aflembly as this, and 

on a fubject, that puzzles the 
oldeit politicians, a young man, ‘fir, 
will fearcely dare to think for him- 
felf; but if he venture to fpeak, 
the effort mutt certainly be great- 
er.—This convention is the firft re- 
prefentative body, in which | have 
been honoured with a feat; and 
men will not wonder, that a fcene 
at once fo new, and fo auguit, fhould 
nivfe, opprefs and almoft difqua- 


< 
lity me ¢ —_— 
ait¥Y me to proceed. 


Sir, 1 with to befoeak the candour 


ef the convention—that candour 
which, Iknow, 1 need but alk, to 
have it extended to me, whilel 
make a few indigeited obfervations 
on the paragraph now in debate. 
jhave hitherto attended with dili- 
geuce, but no great anxiety, to the 
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reafoning of the ableft partizans o, 
both fides of the queiiion. Indeed 
could have wifhed for a more ef 
feciual, and (if I may term it { 
amore feeling reprefentation in ¢ 
lower houie, and for a reprefenta. 
tion of the people i the fenate— 
Thave been and {till am defirons of 
arotation in office, to prevent the 
final perpetuation of power in the 
fame men.—And IL have not beeq 
able clearly to fee why the place 
and manner of holding elettions 
thould be in the difpofal of congref, 

But, fir, in any humble opinion, 
thefe things are comparatively the 
leffer things of the law.—They douls. 
lefs have their influence in the  grani 
effect, and fo are effential to ty 
fyitem, But fir, I view ‘the fection 
to which we have at length arrived, 
as the cement of the fabric, aad 
this claufe as the key-ftone, or (i 
1 may apply the metaphor) the ma. 
gic talitman on which the fate of 
it depends. 

Allow me, fir, to recal to your 
remembrance, that yelterday when the 
{tates were in doubt about granting 
to congrefs a five per cent. impolt, 
and the fimple power of regulating 
trade—the time when fo delicate 
was the patriotic mind, that power 
was to be transferred with a reluctant, 
with a {paring hand—and the mot 
obvious utility could fearcely extort 
it from the people. It appears to 
me of fome importance, to confi- 
der this matter, and to demand com- 
plete fatistaction upon the queftion, 
why an unlimited wer in the 
affair of taxation, is fo foon requir 
ed? is our fituation fo vaftly differ. 
ent, that the powers, fo lately 
fufficient, are now but the duit of 
the balance? I obferve, fir, that 
many Men, who, within, a few years 
pait, were ftrenuous oppofers of an 
augmentation of the power of con- 
grefs, are now the warmeft advo- 
cates of a power, fo large as not to 
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admit of a ¢omparifon with thofe 
hich they oppofed. Cannot fome 
of them ftate their reafons then, 
nd their reafons now, that we may 
udge of their confiftency—or thal! 
e be left to fuppofe that the o- 
sinions of politicians, like thofe of 
She multitude, vibrate from one ex- 
reme to the other, and that we 
have no men among ws, to whom 
ecaa intruft the philofophic taf 
of pointing out the golden mean ? 

At prefent, congrefs have no pow- 

to lay taxes, &c. nor even to 
ompel a compliance with their re- 
suifitions. May we not fuppofe, 
hat the members of the great con- 
vention, had feverely felt the im- 
potency of congrefs, while they were 
in it, and therefore were rather too 
keenly fet for an effectual increafe 
of power ? That the difficulties they 
had encountered, in obtaining decent 
requilitions, had wrought in them a 
degree of im tience, which prompt- 
ed them to demand the purfe-ftrings 
of the nation, as if we were in- 
folvent, and the propofed congrefs 
were to compound with our credi- 
tors ?—Whence, fir, can this great, 
| had almoft faid, this bold demand, 
have originated ? Will it be faid, 
that it is but a confiftent and ne- 
ecflary part of the general fyftem ? 
I thall not deny thefe gentlemen the 
praife of inventing a fyftem com- 
pletely confiftent with itfelf, and 
pretty free from contradi¢tion—but 
] would alk, I fhall expect to be 
anfwered, how a fyftem can be 
neceflary for us, of which this is 
aconfiftent and neceflary part ? 

But, fir, to the paragraph in hand 
—congrefs, &c, 

Here, fir, (however kindly con- 
grels may be pleafed to deal with us) 
is a very good and valid convey- 
ance of all the property in the uni- 
ted ftates—to certain ufes, indeed, 
but thofe ufes capable of any con- 
fru€tion, the traftee may shiak pro- 

Vol. IT. No. TV. 


per to make. This body is rot 
amenable to any tribunal, and there- 
fore, this congrefs can do no wrong, 
—It will not be denied, that they 
may tax us to any extent, but fome 
entlemen are fond of arguing that 

is body never will do any thing, 
but what is for the common ey 
Let us con‘ider that matter. 

Faction, fir, is the vehiele of all 
tranfactions in public bodies, and 
when gentlemen know this fo well, 
I am rather furprized to hear thee 
fo fanguine in this refpeét. The 
prevalent faction is the body—thefe 

ntlemen, therefore, muft mean that 
the prevalent faétion will always 
be right, and that the true patriots 
will always outnumber the men of 
low and felfith principles. From this 
it would follow, that no public mea- 
fure was ever wrong, becaafe it 
muft have been pafled by the majo- 
rity, and fo, I grant no power ever 
was, or will be abufed,—In fhore, 
we know that all governments have 
degenerated, and confequently have 
abufed the powers repofed in them ; 
and why we fhould imagine better 
of the ye sar congrefs, than of 
myriads of public bodies who have 
ay before them, 1 cannot at pres 

ent conceive. 

Sir, we ought (I fpeak it with 
fabmiffion) to confider that what we 
now grant from ce:tain motives well 
grounded at prefent, will be exacted 
of pofterity asa prerogative when 
we are not alive, to teltify the tacit 
conditions of the grant—that the 
wifdom of this age will then be 
pleaded by thofe in power—and that 
the ceflion we are now about to 
make, will be a€tually clothed with 
the venerable habit of anceftral fanc- 


tion. 

Therefore, fir, I humbly prefume 
we ought not to take advantage of 
our fituation in point of time, fo as 
to bind pofterity to be obedient to 
_ they may very poilibly dif- 
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ngrefs fhall become tyrannical, 
fe vultures, their fervants, will 
the tyrants of the village, by 
hofe prefents all freedom of {peech 
nd action will be taken away. 
Sir, | fhall be told that thefe are 
Mi acinary evils—but I hold to this 
Baxi, that power was never given 
f this kind efpecially) but it was 
rcifed—and never exerciled, but it 
sfinally abufed. We mutt not be 
nufed with handfome probabilities, 
t we muft be affured that we are 
no danger, and that this congreis 
id not diftrefs us, if they were 
r fo much difpofed. 
‘To pay the debts, &c. 
Thefe words, fir, 1 confefs are an 


mament to the page: and very” 


fical words—But they are too 
neral to be underftood as any kind 
limitations of the power of con- 
fs, and not very eafy to be under- 
od atall. When congrefs have 
purfe, they are not confined to 
pid econemy, and the word debts 
e, is not confined to debts already 
tra@ed, or indeed, if it “were, 
term ‘* general welfare” might 
applied to any expenditure what- 
r, Orif it could not, who fhall 
reto gainfay the proceedings of 
is body at a future day, when ac- 
ing to the courfe of nature it 
all be too firmly fixed in the fad- 
,to be overthrown by any thing 
ta general infurrection ; an event 
tto be expected, confidering the 
tent of this continent: and if it 
to be expected, a fufficient rea- 
nin itfelf for rejecting this or 
y conititution that would tend to 
oduce it. 
This claufe, fir, is the very fi- 
sof the conftitution. And | hope 
univerfality of it may be fingu- 
; but it may be eafily feen that 
tends to produce in time, as uni- 
al powers in every other re- 
Kt. As the poverty of individu. 
) prevents luxury, fo the pover- 
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ty of public bodies whether fole or 
aggregate, prevents tyranny. A na- 
tion cannot, perhaps, do a more 
politic thing than to fupply the 
purfe of its fovereign with that par- 
fimony, which refuits froma Ente 
of the labour it coits, and fo to 
compel him to comply with the 
genius of his people, and conform 
to their fituation, whether he will 
or not. How different will be our 
conduét, if we give the entire dif- 
pofal of our property to a body, as 
yet almoft unknown in theory, in 
practice quite, heterogeneous in its 
compofition, and whofe maxims are 
yet entirely unknown. 

Sir, I with the gentlemen, who 
fo ably advocate this inftrument, 
would enlarge upon this formidable 
claufe, and I moti fincerely with that 
the effect of their reafoning, may 
be my convittioa. For, fir, I will 
not difhonour my conilituents, by 
fuppofing that they expect me to 
refitt that which is irretiftable—the 
force of reafon. No, fir, my con- 
ftituents ardently with fora, firm, 
efiicient, continental government, but 
fear the operation of this which is 
now propofed. Let them be con- 
vinced that their fears are ground- 
lefs, and I venture to deciare, in 
their name, that no town inthe com- 
monwealth, will fooner approve the 
form, or be better fubjecis under it. 
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Speech of the rev. mr. Thacher in the 
convention of Maffachufetts, on the 
merits of the new confiitution,— Dee 


livered February 4. 1788. 


Mr. Prefident, 

HILE the different _para- 

raphs of the propofed con- 

ftitution oA been debated, I have 
not troubled this honourable conven- 
tion with any obfervations of my 
own upon the fubjeé. Confcious that 
there were men of deeper political 
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knowledge and of better abilities 
than mytelf, | conceived it my da- 
ty to attend to their inftruction, that 
having heard with attention, I might 
deciie with integrity. I view the 
object before us, as of greater moment 
than ever was known within the me- 
mory of man, or that hath been re- 
corded by the hiftoric page. Were 
we, mr. Prefident, this day to decide 
on the lives and fortanes of an hun- 
dred of the beft citizens of this com- 
ymonweailth, folemn would that pro- 
vince be; but much more interefting 
is the refult of the prefent queftion ; 
for in this cafe not a fingle city— 
not a fingle ftate—but a continent, 
wide and extended, may be happy or 
wretched according to our judgment; 
and pofterity will either blefs os for 
laying the foundation of a wife and 
equal government, or curfe us for 
neglecting their — interefts, 
and for forging chains for them, 
when we difdained to wear them our- 
felves. Having therefore, as I truft, 
a full view of the magnitude of the 
objet, I hope I fhall be pardoned, if 
] offer my fentiments with freedom, 
1 am fenfible of the prejudices that 
fubfift againft the profeffion to which 
I belong ; but vet, entrufted by my 
conttituents with fo folemna charge, 
I think they have a right to expect 
from me the reafons why I fhall fi- 
nally confent to ratify the propofed 
form of government. 

There are three circumftances 
which deferve notice in confidering 
the fuljeét. Thefe are, the neceflity 
that ali the ftates have of fome gene- 
tal bond of union—the checks upon 
the government in the form offered 
for our adoption—andlaflly, the par- 
ticular difadvantag-s to which we 
fhall be expofed, if we rejeét it. 

With refpe@ to the firit of thefe 
confiderations, I trutt there isno man 
in his fenfes, but what will own, that 
the whole country hath largely felt 
the want of energy in the general go- 


vernment. While we were at wy 
with Britain, common dan prs. 
duced acommon union; Tes the 
caufe being removed, the efeA ceat 
edalfo. Nay,I do not know | 

we may fafely add, that that anie 
produced by uniform danger, was ti 
made grater to general and nationgj 
pu . This commonwealth, with 


2 generous difinterefted regard to the 


of the whole, app-ared fore 
in the day of cangen. fe the oan 
fion of the late war, two-thirds of the 
continental army were from Math 
chufetts—their provifion and thei 
clothing pawl = alfo in a gree 
meafure from our extraordinary ¢. 
ertions. The people did this ia te 
fulleft confidence, that, when pene 
and tranquillity were reftored, frog 
the honour and jultice of oor fie 
ftates, our fupernumerary expeny 
would be abundantly repaid. Be, 
alas! how much have our expe 
tions been blafted? The congred 
though willing, yet had no powers 
do us juftice. The fimall diftric ¢ 
Rhode Ifland, put a negative ope 
the colleéted wifdom of the contines: 
This was done not by thofe who» 
the patrons of their prefent infamoe 
fyftem of paper currency—hot b 
that part of them who now call 
felves honeft men. We have 
exertions to flop the importation ¢ 
foreign luxuries. Our brethren i 
the neighbouring ftates, from 
view of local advantages, have take 
occafion to diftrefs us upon the fam 
account. They have encour 
where we have prohibited ; 
thofe iniquitous meafures, have made 
our virtue and public fpirit, an ad- 
ditional caufe of our calamity. Nor 
have our calamities been local---they 


have reached to all parts of the ont J 
ted ftates, and have produced difipe- 
tion and indigence at home, and con- 
tempt in foreign countries, On the 
one hand, the haughty Spaniand bw 
deprived us of the aavigation of 
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Mififippi—on the other, the 
sith nation are, by extravagant 
sties, running our fithery, Our fas- 

are enflaved by the pirates of Al- 
vers : ovr credit is reduced to fo 
ww an ebb, that American faith is 

proverbial expretbon for v. 

Punic faith was among the Ro- 

os, ‘Thos have we futtered every 

ies of infamy abroad, and pover- 
at home. Sach, in faét, have been 

+ calamities, as are enough to con- 

‘ace the mott fceptical among us, of 
he want of a general government ,in 

hich energy and vigour fhould be 

shlithed, and at the fame time, the 
gts and liberties of the people pre- 
ved. 

A conftitution hath been prefented 
to us, which was comp fed and plan- 
ned by men, who, in the council ead 
field, have, in the molt confpicucus 
offices, ferved their country m the 
late war It comes authenticated by a 
mao, who, without any pecumary 
reward, commanded our army, aad 
who retired to a privat: fation with 
more pleafure than he lefrit. Ido 
pot fay, mr. Prefident, that the 
proves the form of government to be 
perfect, or that it is an unaalwerabdle 
argument that we fhowlk! adopt it. 
But it ts a reafon why we thould ex- 
amine it with care and caution, and 
that we fhould wot rafhly and preci- 

tately to reject it. 

‘Ie wall be obyefted, * thot there 
se more powers granted than are 
acorflary, and that it tends to deffroy 
the local governments of the partice- 
br fates, and that ic will eventually 
eed either in ariftocracy ot defpo- 
nim.”” To anfwer the olyediian, two 
coniderations fhould be taken into 
new—the fituation of the continent, 
when a conflitation was formed— 
and the impodhiniity of preferving a 
prriett fowercignty im the fates, af 
ter neceflary powers were creed to a 
fuperme council of the whole. As to 
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ftate of thefe republics, from New 
Hampthire to Georgsa, and fee how 
far vigour and energy were required. 
During the feffion of the late conven- 
tion, } hufetts was on the point 
of civil war. In Vermont and 
New Hoempfhire, a great difatiettion 
to their feveral governments prevarl 
ed among the people. New York ab. 
folately refueled complying with the 
requ: fitions of congrefs, In V orgi 
nia, armed men endeavoured to flop 
the courts of juftwe : im South Ca 
rolina, creditors by law were oblig- 
ed to receive barren and afcle fa land, 
for contratts made ia Giver and ‘ 
I pats over the inflance of Rhode 
Ifland ; their conduct was notorious. 
In fome Cates, laws were made dire? 
ly againit the treaty of peace : ia 
others, Matutes were enafted, which 
clathed dire¢tly againft any federal 
union. New lands foficient to dif- 
charge a great part of the continental 
debt, intruded upon by needy adven- 
turers : oar fronticr fttlementsex- 
poted to the ravages of the Indians, 
while the feweral fates were unable 
or vowrlling te reliewe their diltrefe. 
Lay all thefe circumfances together, 
and you will find fome apology for 
thofe gentiemen, who tramed this «on- 
fiitution : | tru you may charitably 
affign other motives for their con- 
dutt, than adefign to enflave thes 
country, and to parcel oot for them- 
felves, its honours and emolaments 
‘The fecon! confide ation deferves 
its weight. Can the ¢ local govern. 
ments be fu fb. tent to proteél ws fre a 
forergn enemies, ot from difaffeétiog 
at home ? ‘Thirteen Gates are formed 
already. ‘The fame mamber are or 
bably to be formed from the lands 
pot vet cultivated. Of the former, 
vet tmalier drvibome may be made 
‘The province of Wiarne hath defired 
5 feparation jm tome, a &persteon 
may take piece. k evs best 
that the fame o . 
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Now conctive the number of ftates 
increafed—their boundaries leflened, 
—their intereits clathing ! How ea- 
fy a prey to a foreign power! Hew 
trable to war among themfelves! Let 
thefe arguments be weighed ; and, I 
dare fay, fir, there is no man but 
what would conceive, that a coer- 
cive power over the whole, fearch- 
ing through all parts of the fyftem, 
is neceflary to the prefervation and 
happinefs of the whole people. 

Bot [ readily grant ai] thefe rea- 
fons are not fufficient to furrender up 
the effential liberties of the people. 
But do we furrender them ? This con- 
ftitution hath been compared both by 
its defenders and opponents to the 
Britith government: in my view of 
jt, there is a great difference. In 
Britain, the government is faid to con- 
fift of the three forms, monarchy, 
ariftocracy, and democracy; but in 
faét, is but a few removes from abfo- 
jote defponfin. In the crown is veft- 
ed the power of adding at pleafure, 
tothe fecond branch—of nominating 
to all the places of honour and emolu- 
ment—of purchafing, by its immenfe 
revenves, the fuffrages of the houfe 
of commons—the voice of the peo- 
pie is butthe echo of the king, and 
their boafted privileges lie entirely 
_ at his mercy. In this propofed form, 
each branch of power is derived ei- 
ther mediately or dire€tly from the 
people. The lower houfe are eleéted 
dire€tly by thofe perfons who are qua- 
Jified to vote for the reprefentatives 
of the ftate ; and at the expiration of 
two years, become private men, un- 
lefs their palt conduét entitles them 
to 2 future ele¢tion. The fenate are 
elected by the legiflatures of the dif- 
ferent ftates, and reprefent their fo- 
vereignty. Thefe powers are a check 
on each other, and can never be made 
eicher dependent on one another, or 
independent of the people. The pre- 
fident is chofen by eleGtors, who are 
appointed by the people. The high 
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courts of juttice arife from the 

dent and fenate ; but yet the mini. 
ters of themcan be removed only y 
on bad behaviour. " he independence 
of judges is one of the moft favoura, 
ble circumftances to public liberty ; 
for when they become the flaves of 4 





venal corruptcourt,and the hirelings ¥ 


of tyranny, all property is pretarious, 
and perfonal fecurity at an end 
man may be ftripped of all his pof. 
feffions, and murdered with the forms 
of law. 

Thus it appears that all parts of 
this fyitem sale ultimately - the 
people, and are {till independent of 
each other. There are other re. 
ftraints, which, though not direétly 
named in this conftitution, yet are 
evidently difcerned by every man of 
common obfervation. Thefe ar 
the governments of the feveral ftates, 
and the fpirit of liberty in te peo. 
ple. Are we wronged or injured? 
Our immediate reprefentatives are 
thofe to whom we ought to apply— 
their power and influence will till 
be great. But fhould any fervants 
of the people, however eminent their 
ftations, attempt to enflave them, 
from the fpirit of liberty fuch oppo- 
fition would arife, as would bring 
them to the fcaffold. But amit. 
ting that there are dangers in ac- 
cepting this general government; 
yet are there not greater hazards in 
rejecting it ? Such is, mr. Prefident, 
the {tate of our affairs, that it is not 
in our power to carve for ourfelves. 
To avoid the greateft, and to choofe 
the leaft of two evils, is all that we 
can do. What then will be the pro- 
bable effeét, if this conftitution be 
rejected ? Have we not reafon to 
fear new commotions in this com- 
monwealth ? If they arife, can we 
be always certain that we fhall be 
furnifhed with a citizen, who, 
though poflefied of extenfive infu- 
ence and the greateft abilities, will 
make no other ufe of them, than to 
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i. Bbsiet the tamult of the people, to 
if. Borevent civil war, and to reitore the 
1p Bufual courle of law and juftice ? Are 


ye not in danger from other ftates, 


~ when their interefts or prejudices are 
¥; BRoppolite to ours? And in fome fuch 
falefcenes of hoftile contention, will not 
igs Wafome Sylla drench the land in blood, 
1s, Mor fome Cromwell or Cefar lay our 
“a Wmiiberties proftrate at his feet? Will 
of. BE pot foreign nations attack us in our 


yak, divided condition, and once 
more render us provinces to fome po- 

tate of Europe ? Or will thofe 

owers, to whom we are indebted, 
quiet ? They certainly will not. 

hey are now waiting for our deci- 
ion; but when they once fee that 
mir union is broken, and that we 
re determined to negleét thei, they 
will ifue out letters of marque and 
eprifal, andentirely deftroy our com- 
merce. 

If this fyftem is broken up, will 
hirteen or even nine ftates ever agree 
to another ? And will providence 
file on a people, who defpife the 
privileges put into their hands, and 
who neglect the plaineft sop] 
of juftice and honefty ? After all, I 
by no means pretend, that there i: 
omplete perfection in this propofed 
contitution—like all other human 
productions, it hath its faults— 
provifion is made for an amendment, 

henever from prattice it is found 
oppreflive. 1 would add the propo- 
als which his excelleney has conde- 

nded to lay before this honourable 
bavention, refpeting future altera- 


: ions, and real rmprovements for the 
. better, and we have no reafon to 
: fubt, but they will be equally at- 
) riled to by other ftates, as they 


lad to common fecurity and prefer- 
tion. 

Some of the gentlemen in the op- 
ition have quoted ancient hiftory, 
adapplied it to the queftion now un- 
tr debate. ‘They have fhewn us 
danger which arifes from vetting 
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magiftrates with too much power. 
I with they had gone on to teil the 
whole truth. ‘They might have 
fhewn how nearly licentioufnefs and 
tyranny are allied—that they who 
will not be governed by reafon, 
mutt fubmit to force—that dema- 
gogues, in all free governments, 
have firft held out an idea of extreme 
liberty, and have feized on the rights 
of the people under the matk of pa- 
triotifm. They might have fhewn 
us a republic, in which wifdom, vir- 
tue, and order, were qualities, for 
which a man was liable to banifh- 
ment; and on the other hand, boatt- 
ing, fedition, and falfhood, the fure 
road to honour and promotion. 

I am forry that it bath been hint- 
ed by fome gentlemen in this houfe, 
as if there were. a combination of 
the rich, the learned, and thofe of li- 
beral profeffions, to eftablith and fup- 
port an arbitrary form of govern- 
ment—Far be it from me to retort, 
fo uncharitable, and unchriftian a 
fuggettion. I doubt not the gentle- 
men who are of different fentiments 
from my felf, are actuated by the pur- 
eft motives. Some of them I have 
the pleafure to be particularly ac- 
quainted with, and can fafely pro- 
nounce them to be men of virtue 
and honour—They have, no doubt, 
a laudable concern for the liberties 
of their country; but I would beg 
them to remember, that extreme jea- 
loufy and fufpicion may be as fatal 
to freedom as fecurity and negli- 

ence. 

With refpeé& to myfelf, | am con- 
{cious of no motives which guide me 
in this great and folemn queition, but 
what | could juftify to my own 
heart, both on the bed of death, and 
before the tribunal of Omnipotence. 
IAM A POOR MAN—I 
HAVE THE FEELINGS 
OF A POOR MAN. If 
there are honours and emoluments 
in this propofed conttitution, I thall, 
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by my profeffion and circumftances 
in life, be for ever excluded from 
them. It is my wifh and prayer, 
that in the folemn verdict we are 
foon to pronounce, we may be direc- 
ted to that meafure, which will be 
for the glory, freedom and felicity 
of my country. 

I thall trouble this houfe no fur- 
ther, than withing fincerely, that the 
people, in this their day, may know 
the things which belong to their 


peace. 
> ZPD D~o~ 


Speech of mr. Barrel, in the comven- 
tion of Maffachnfetts, on the new 
conftitution, and the neceffity of a- 
mendmeats thereto—Delivered Fe- 


bruary, 5, 1788. 


Mr. Prefident, 

A” E D in the prefence of this 

auguit affembly—confcious of 
my inability to exprefs my mind ful- 
ly on this important occafion—and 
fenfible how little { muft appear in 
the eyes of thofe giants in rhetoric, 
who have exhibited fuch a pompous 
difplay of declamation—without 
any of thofe talents calculated to 
draw attention—without the plea- 
fing eloquence of Cicero, or the 
blaze of Demofthenian oratory, I 
rife, fir, to difcharge my duty to 
my conftituents, who, I know, expeét 
fomething more from me than mere- 
ly a filent vote. With no preten- 
fions to talents above the fimple lan- 
guage adapted to the line of 
calling, the plain hufbandman, | 
hope the gentlemen who com 
this honourable body, will fully 
underftand me when I attempt to 
fpeak my mind of the federal con- 
flitution as it now ftands.—I with, 
fir; to give my voice for its amend- 
ment before it can be falutary for 
our acceptance—becaufe, fir, not- 
withftanding the Wilfonian oratory, 
and all the learned arguments I have 






feen written—notwithftandin 
many laboured fpeeches | have 
in its defence, and after the baMexpenfe 
inveftigation | am able to Bive thiy ecae 
fubject, 1 fear it is Pregnant wijfMeoliector 
baneful effeéts, although 1 May nifimdo us ju 
live to feel them. colleé 

Becaufe, fir, as it now ftandiMm Becau 
congrefs will be vetted with m rovernit 
extenfive powers than ever G jounded 
Britain exercifed over us—too preat xplicit, 
in my opinion, to entruft oldies ynderftal 
clafs of men, let their talents offi, me { 
virtues be ever fo confpicuous, eveniiitha: the 
though compofed of fuch exalted lly cor 
amiable charatiers as the great Wah. Becan 
ington: for while we coniderilliend imp 
them as men of like paffions, te pear | 
fame fpontaneous, inherent thirt fo we 
power with ourfelves—great ad Mall we 
good as they may be, when thy Mibut a dr 
enter upon this all-important chay, MM Becau 
what fecurity can we have that thy Mwill pr 
will continue fo? And, fir, we ment we 
we fure they would continue & MB Becau 
faithful guardians of our liberis Mawr (alz 
and prevent any infringement ont Meontrou! 
privileges of the people---what iM And | 
urance can we have that fachmMRoovernn 
will always hold the reins of pfiBmen wit 
vernment ? that their fucceffors wi ,we A 




















be fuch? Hittory tells us Ro And, 
was happy under Aguftus---thouii@itution 
wretched under Nero, who coulis the c: 


have no greater power than driving | 
guftus.--and yet this fame Nemiig.ch im 
when young in government, Comte with 
fhed tears on figning a death fiberatia 
rant, though = ee become tions 
callous to the tender feelings is, as. 
humanity, as to behold with pla tsme of 


fure, Rome in flames, } 
Becaufe, fir, I think that fix ye: ctrche 
are too long a term for any (By yin, | 
of mento be at the helm of 59 But afte 
vernment : for in that time then, on 


may get fo firmly rooted, and thei ince me 
influence be fo great, as to com. ;. ¢,, 
nue themfelves for life. mes : the 
Becaufe, fir, 1 am not certain vile me 
are able to fupport the additioal T° ,. ,, 
with wel 

uch am 
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1 betMexpenfe of fuch a government. 
ve thyme Recaufe, fir, 1 think a contineatal 
t wijMMeoliector will not be fo likely to 
ay nfimdo us juftice in colleéting the taxes, 


s collectors of our own. 

Becaufe. fir, I think a frame of 
sovernment, on which all laws are 
founded; fhould be fo fimple and 
xplicit, that the moft illiterate may 
nderftand it; whereas this appears 
» me fo obfcure and ambiguous, 
ac the moft capacious mind cannot 
lly compr hend it. 

Becanfe, fir. the duties of excife 
nd impoft and to be taxed befides, 
iy the Mppear too great a facrifice: and 


it for Hiwhen we have given them up, what” 


t ad Mfhall we have to pay our own debts 
| but a dry tax? 

hay, MB Becaule, fir, I do not think this 
t thy HBwill produce the efficient govern- 
wr Biment we are in purfuit of. 

¢ & Me Becaufe, fir, they will fix their 
pwr: falaries without allowing any 
ontroul, 

And becaufe, fir, I think fuch a 
government may be difagreeable to 
men with the high notions of liber- 
,we Americans have. 

And, fir, I could with this con- 
titution had not been in fome parts 
of the continent hurried on like the 
driving of Jehu, very furioufly : for 
fuch important tranfactions thould 
be without force, and with cool de- 
liberation. Thefe, fir, were my ob- 
gections, and thofe of my conttitu- 
ts, as they occurto my memory; 
fome of which have been removed 
in the courfe of the debates, by the 
ingenious reafonings of the {peakers. 
Iwifh I could fay the whole were. 
BY but after all, there are fome yet re- 
re hain on my mind—enough to con- 
nce me,that excellent as this fyftem 















con, in fome refpeéts it needs alterati- 
age ms 5 therefore Ithink it becomes us as 
‘toa wie men—as the faithful guardians 


ofthe people’s rights—and as we 
wihwell to pofterity, to propofe 
uch amendments, as will fecure to 
Vol. III, No, IV. 
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us and ours that liberty, without 

which lif: is a burden. 

Thus, fir, have I ventured to de- 
liver fentiments in which are invol- 
ved thofe of my conftituents on 
this important fuljeét, cautioufly 
avoiding every thing like metaphyfi- 
ca reafoning; leit I fhould invade 
the prerogative of thofe refpettable 

ntlemen of the law who have fo 
copioufly difplayed their talents on 
this occafion—But, fir although you 
may perceive, by what 1 have faid, 
that this is not in my view, the moft 

perfect fyftem Icould with—yet as I 

am pofeffed with an affurance. that 

the propofed amendments wi!l take 
place—as I dread the fatal effects of 
anarchy—as I am convinced the con- 
federation is effentially deficient and 
that, it will be more difficult to amend 

that than to reform this—and as I 

think this conttitution, with all. its 

imperfections, is excellent, compared 
with that—and that it is the beft 
confttitution we can now obtain—as 
the greatett good 1 can do my coun- 
uy at prefent, I could with for an 
adjournment, that! might have an 
opportunity to lay it before my con- 
ftituents, with the arguinents which 
have been ufed in the debates, which 
have eafed my mind, and, I trutt, 
would have the fame effeé on theirs, 
fo as heartily to join me in ratifying 
the fame: but, fir, if I cannot be in- 
dulged in this defirable objett, I am 
almoft tempted to rifque their difplea- 
fure, and adopt it without their 
confent. 

— <> Os =>>> — 

Speech of the rev. mr. Stillman, in the 
convention of Maffachufetts, on the 
general queflion, to ratify the new 
Sederal conflitution, with the amend- 
ment? propojed by his excellency ge- 
wernor Hancock.— Delivered Febru- 
ary 6, 1788. 

Mr. Prefident, 

Rife, with deference to gentle- 

men of fuperior abilities, to give 
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my opinion on the prefent all-impor- 
tant national quettion, and the rea- 
fons on which it is founded—an 
opinion, the refult of the moit feri- 
ous deliberation. 

Upon entering the convention, it 
was my full deermination, to keep 
my mind cool, and open to conyitti- 
on, fo that 1 might profit by the dif- 
cufiion of this intereting fubject. 
And now fir, | return my fincereft 
thanks to the gen lemen who have ta- 
ken oppofite fides in the courfe of the 
debates. From both I have received 
advantage : trom one clafs, in bring- 
ing forwarda great variety of objec- 
tions ; from the other clafsin aniwer- 
ing them. Whatever my previous 
opinion was, I now ftand on firmer 
ground than ever, refpe¢ting the pro- 
pofed conititution. 

But my prefent fituation, fir, is 
to me extremely affecting. To be 
called by the voice of my feilow-ci- 
tizens, to give my vote for or againit 
acenftitution of government, that 
will involve the happinefs or mifery 
of millions of my countrymen, is of 
fo folemn a nature, as to have occafi- 
oned the moft painful anxiety. 

I have no intereft to influence me 
to accept this conftitution of govern- 
ment, diftinét from the iatereft of 
my countrymen at large. We are 
all embarked in one bottom, and 
mut fink or fwim together. 

Befides. fir, heaven has fixed me 
in a line of duty, that precludes e- 
very profpect of the honours and the 
emoluments of office. Let who will 
govern, [ mutt obey. Nor would I 
exchange the pulpit, for the higheft 
honours my country can confer. I 
too have perfonai liberties to fecure, 
as dear to me as any gentleman in 
the convention, and as numerous a 
family, probably, to engage my at- 
tention. Befides which, I ftand 
here. with my very honourable col- 
leagues, as a reprefentative of the 
ciuzens of this great metropolis, 
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who have been pleafed to honour m 
with their confidence: an honoy; 
in my view, unfpeakably greate, 
than a peerage ora penfion. 

The abfoiute deficiency of ¢ 
articles of confederation, is allowed 


by all Nor have f feen any publica.’ 


tion that places this fubjectin fo con. 
vincing a point of light, as a letter 
written by his excellency governor 
Randolph. which has appeared ja 
feveral of our newfpapers ; whom 
I the rather in:roduce on this o¢ca. 
fion, becaufe he was a delegate jn 
the late tederal _ convention—refuld 
to fign the coniitution before yo 
and has been twice mentioned by 
gentlemen in oppofition. His ca. 
dour, apparent in the letter refer 
to, does him honour, and merits ty 
efteem of every candid mind. [| & 
clare, fir, | revere his character, whi 
I differ from him in opinion. 

“« Before my departure for the (fe 
** deral) convention, fays he, I be. 
** lieved, that the confederation wa 
** not fo eminently defective. as it 
** had been fuppofed. But after [ 
**had entered into a free converfiti 
** on with thofe who were beft i». 
** formed of the condition and int 
** re(t of each ttate—after | hadcom 
** pared the intelligence derived trom 
**them, with the properties tha 
** ought to characterize the govers 
** ment of our union—[ becameper 
** fuaded, that the confederation wa 
** deftitute of every energy which a 
** conititution of the united ftates 
** ought to poffefs.” And after be 
had in a moft mafterly manner prov- 
ed its inefficiency, he adds: “ But 
‘** now, fir, permit me to declare, 
‘‘thatin my humble judgment, the 
“© powers, by which alone the biel 
“ fings of a general government can 
‘ be accomphthed, cannot be inter- 
‘© woven in the confederation, with- 
‘* out a change of its very eilence; 
** or, in other words, that the conte 
*‘ deration mutt be thrown afide” 
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Having ftatec_his objections to it, he 
sroceeds thus, ‘* My inference from 
«« thefe faéts and principles, 1s, that 
“the new powers mutt be depofited 
«jn a new body, growing out of 
« the confolidation of the union‘as 
“far as the circumftances of the 










0 con. ME ftates will allow.” ‘Thus fully and 
- letter MB candidly does this gentleman infitt 
vernor Mon the abfolute neceflity of a new 
red in MB conftitution of general government, 









Whom [Bat the very time that he obje¢ted to 
$ Ovca. HR the prefent form ; and concludes his 
‘ate in Mi Jetter with thefe memorable words, 
tefuled Pi which | moft heartily wifh may make 
¢ um [Ba deep impreflion on the mind of eve- 
ed by HP ry gentleman in the oppofition—**.] 
iS cae B*< hefitate not to fay, that the mott 





‘fervent prayerof my foul is, the 
“ettablifhment of a firm energetic 







I de « government; that the moft inve- 
» Whik « terate curfe which can befal us, is, 
“4 diffolution of the union; and 

he (fe. « that the prefent moment, if fuffer- 
I be BBR ** ed to pafs away unemployed can 






a wai “never be recalled.—I fhall there- 
as it “‘fore cling to the union as the 
fter | “rock of our falvation, and urge 





“Virginia to finifh the falutary 
“work which fhe hath begun.— 
# And if, after our beft efforts for 
“amendments, they cannot be ob- 
“tained, I fcruple not to declare, 
“ (notwithitanding the advantage the 
“declaration may give to the ene- 
“ mies of my propofal) that I will, 
*‘as an individual citizen, accept the 
“ conititution.” 

—I paufe, fir—that every gentle- 
man prefent may have time to in- 
dulge thofe feelings, which thefe ex- 
cellent expreffions mutt occafion. 
May that God, who has the hearts of 
all men under his controul, infpire 
every member of this convention 
with a fimilar difpofition! Then 
fall we lay alide every oppofite in- 
















with- rere(t, and unite, as a band of bro- 
ance 5 thers, in the ratification of this con- 
pate Kitution of national government. 
ide,” 





‘Then, fir, will your terms of con- 
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ciliation be attended to with grati- 
tude and candour Your excellency 
depreffed with bodily infirmity, and 
exercifed with fevere pain, have fiep- 
ped forth at the critical moment, and 
from the benevolence of your heart, 
prefented us with a number of pro 
pofed amendments, in order, if pof- 
fible, to quiet the minds of the gen- 
tlemen in oppofition, and bring us 
together in amity and peace—amend- 
meiits which you, fir, deckare you do 
not think neceflary, except for the 
fole purpoie of uniting us in a com- 
mon and moft important eaufe. 

But what has been the confequence 
of your excellency’s conciliatory pro- 
pofitions ?—Jealoufy, jealoufy, fir, 
that there was a {nake in the grafs ; 
a fecret intention to deceive! | fhud- 
der at the ungenerous fuggettion ; 
nor will I dweil a moment longer on 
the dittrefling idea. Be banifhed for 
ever the groundlefs fufpicion ot him, 
whofe name ftands foremo{t in the 
lit of American patriots !—Let love 
and harmony prevail. 

The important hour is juft arrived. 
when the die will be caft, that will 
in a great meafure determine the fate 
of this commonwealth, and have a 
mighty influence on the general in- 
tereft of the union. For from the bef 
information I have been able to col- 
leet trom gentleman of obfervation, 
and of undoubted veracity, in differ. 
ent ftates, there is the greateft reafon 
to fear, that the rejection of this con- 
ftitution will be followed with anar- 
chy and confufion. 

The convention, I doubt not, wiil 
bear with me while I take a general 
view of the conilitution before us. 
From all that has been faid on the 
fubjeét of biennial elections, it is my 
decided opinion, that two years in 
the general governinet will not be 
in proportion to one year in the local 
governments ; becaufe in the former, 
the objects of government will be 
great, numerous, and exteufive ; in 
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the latter, comparatively fmall and 
limited. The general governmeat in- 
volves all the ftates now in the uni- 
on—all fuch as fhall in future accede 
to it— all foreign nationswith whom 
we now are or kanuatter fhall be in 
alliance—an extenfive and growing 
commerce—war and peace &c. &c. 
— Ithas been faid, that this isa ftride 
toward feptennial ele€tions, or per- 
petuity in office. I anfwer, the con- 
ftitution itfelf is to be the rule. That 
declares, that ** reprefentatives fhall 
be chofen every fecond year by the 
people of the feveral ftates.”” Elec- 
tions, then, of reprefentatives, muft 
be every fecond year; nor can they 
be otherwife, without a direét viola- 
tion of the conftitution. The men 
who fhall be wicked enough to do 
this, would not be reftrained, had the 
eleétions been annual ; it being equal- 
ly eafy to violate the conftitution in 
the one cafe as inthe other. Eleétions 
indeed, ought to be fo frequent, as 


to make the reprefentatives feel that 
they are dependent on, and amena- 


ble to the people. ‘The difference 
then between annual and biennial 
eleétions, is fmall; and either will 
anfwer the end juit mentioned. 

The powers, which are granted to 
congrefs by this inftrument, are great 
and extenfive: but, fir, they are de- 
fined and limited, and in my judg- 
ment, fufficiently checked; which I 
fhall prove, before 1 fitdown. ‘Thefe 
powers have been the fubjeét of long 
and ingenious debate. butthe argu- 
ments that have been made ufe of 
againit delegating thefe powers to 
the general government, prove too 
much, being applicable to all delega- 
ted power; | mean the poflible abufe 
of it. ‘Lhe very term. government, 
implies a fupreme, controuling pow- 
er fomewhere—a power to ccerce, 
whenever coercion fhall be neceflary : 
of which neceflitv, government moft 


be the judge. ‘This is admitted; if 
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fo, the power may be abufed. Eve, 
gentleman mutt confefs, that we cas 
not give a power to do » bar} 
may be abufed to doevil. Ifa me; 
chant commit the care of a thip an 
cargo to the matter; he may dui; 
of both, and appropriate the . 
to his own ufe. If we raife a body : 
men, and put arms into their hands 
for our defence ; ‘hey may turn them 
againft us, and deitroy us, All thee 
things prove, however, that in ode 
to guard as muchas poffible, apaigg 
the abufe of thofe powers we de. 
gate to government, there ought wp 

fufiicrent checks to them: ey 
precaution fhould to be ufed, to fecar 
the liberties of the people on the ox 
hand, and not. render government ». 
efficient on the other. I bélieve, & 
fuch fecurity is provided in this cop. 
ftitution : if not, no confideratiq 
fhall induce me to give my voice » 
its favour. But the people are fecum 
by the following circumflances : 

ift. All the offices in congrefs an 
elective, not hereditary. The pres 
dent and fenators are to he choten ts 
the interpofition of the legiflatures « 
the feveral ftates ; who are the reps 
fentatives and guardians of the pro 
ple ; whofe honour and intere# 
lead them, in all human probability 
to have good men piaced in the 
“— government. 

The reprefentatives in con : 
to be chofen every fecond a 
people inthe feveral ftates. Conte. 

vently, it lies with the people them 
elves tofay who thall 
them. It will therefore be their ows 
fault, if they do not choofe the bed 
men in the commonweaith, 

Who are congrefs then? they are 
ourfelves : the men of our own chowe, 
in whom we can confide; whole is- 
tereft is infeparably connected with 
ovurown. Why is it, then, that gc 
tleman {peak of congrefs as fome to- 
reign body—asa fetot mea who wil 
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Even Bh feck every opportunity toenilave us? 
Such infinuations ate repugnant to 


the fpirit of the conftitution. 

But a worthy gentleman from 
Middleborough has told us, that 
though they may be good men when 
chofen, they may become corrupt. 
They may fu ; nor is it in the power 
of angels or mento prevent i; bat 
fhould this be he cafe, the conftitu- 
tion has made provifion for juch an 
event. When it happens, we thall 
know what method to adupt, in or- 
der to bring them to ponithmentr. 

2. In ail governments, where othvers 
are cleétive, there ever has been, and 
there ever will be, a competition of 
joterefts. Thofe who are in office, 
with to keep in, and thofe who are 
out to getin: the probable confe 
quence of which will be, that thofe 
whoare already in place, will be at- 
tentive to the mghts of the people ; 
becaufe they know that they are de- 
pendent on them for w future clec- 





fs an tion, which can be fecured by good 
pres behaviour only. Befides, thofe who 
en be are out of office, will watch thofe 
res who are in with a moft critical eye, 
rpm ia order to difcover and expofe their 
peo mal-conduét, if guilty of any, that fo 


they may ftep into their places. Eve- 
ry gentleman knows the influence, 
that a defire to obtain a place, or the 
fear of lofing it, hath on mankind, 
Mr. Burgh tells us that towards the 
clofe of the fewen years, for which 
the reprefentatives are chofen in the 
Brtuth parliament, they become cx 

ceedingly polite to the people : why ? 
becaufe they know there is an ap 

proaching eleétion dependin, Dhis 
competition of intereft, ree ‘e 
tween thofe perfons who are in, and 
thofe who are out of office, will ever 
form one important ches k to ¢! 

abufe of power in ows reprefentatives. 





ga 3. Every two years there wi!! be 
e to- 4 revolution in the groeral govern- 
wl Ee nt, in lavour of the people, Atth 


“ipiration of the firil two years, there 


will be a new choice of reprefenta- 
tives: at the captration of the feound 
two years. there wilihe anew choce 
of prefident aad reprefentatives: and 
at the expiration of the third term, 
making fix years trom the commence 

ment of the conyre!s, there will he a 
new chotce of tenators and repteten 

tatives. We all know, fir, that pow 

er, thus fequentiy reversing to the 
people, will prove afecunty to ther 
liberties, and a molt smportont check 
to the power of the general govern- 
ment. 

4 Congrefs can make no laws 
that will opprefs the people, which 
will not equally involve theméeives 
in the oppretlion. W hat potl'te mo- 
tive, then, can congreis have to 
abufe their power? Can any man 
fuppote, that they will be fo lof to 
their own intere!t, as to abate these 
powcr, Knowing, af the ‘ane time, 
that they equally involve themteives 
in the difhcwlty ? Ltis a mort mmpro- 
hable fuppotitr a lhus would be 
like @ mans cutting off bis note 
to {pare his face. I place the, fhe, 
ainong the fecurtties of the |uerties 
of my-tellow citizcus, and repose 
init. 

5. Congrefs guarantee to every 
tate in the union a repebhcan form 
ot government, and engeye to pro- 
tect them againil all turerge and do 
mettic enemies; that is, as ot hath 
been jultly obtterved lw the hon. arn 
tleman (mr. Adan ir me, of 
known and tried abilities as a pols 
tician, each fate fhall choole (uch re- 
publican form of government as they 
picale, and conyrets lotemnaly en 
ge themicives to protect st from 
every Kind of vieience, whether af 
faction at home, of cae mies abroad. 
‘This ss an adomira vie fecursty 4 the 
peop at sarge. as well as ft the 


feveral govern me: t he tte 
com ive tly the grncta’ yg ernnewen 
cannat {waiiow ‘ the loca rove ia 


Mchis, as bows eeoteoucn Have ta 
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gefted. Theirexiflence is dependent 
on each other, and they matt ttand or 
fail together. Should congrefsever at- 
tempt the deftruétion of the parti- 
cular legiflatures, they would be in 
the fame predicament with Sampfon, 
who overthrew the houfe in which 
the Philiftines were making fport at 
his expenfe; them he killed indeed, 
but he buried himfelf in the ruins. 

6. Another check in favour of 
the people, is this—that the conftitu- 
tion provides for the impeachment, 
trial, and punifhment of every officer 
in congrefs, who fhall be guilty of 
mal-conduét. W.th fuch a profpedt, 
who will dare to abufe the powers 
velicd in him by the people ? 

7- Having thus confidered feveral 
of the checks to the powers of con- 
grefs, which are interwoven with the 
conftitution, we will now fuppofe 
the worft that can take place, in con- 
f{equence of this adoption; I mean, 
thatit fhall be found in fome of its 
parts oppreflive to the people; full 
we have this dernier refort, it may 
be amended. It is not like the laws 
of the Medes and Perfians, immuta- 
ble. ‘The ntih article provides for 
amendments. 

lt has been faid, it will be diffi- 
cult, after its ratification, to procure 
any alterations. By no means, fir— 
for this weighty reafon: it is a ge- 
neral government, and fuch as will 
have a general influence. All the 
tates ia the anion wil feel the difh- 
culty ; and, teeling it, will readily 
concur in adopting the method pro- 
vided by the conttitution: and ha- 
ving once made a trial, experience 
wiil teach us what amendments are 
neceffary. 

Viewing the conftitution in this 
light, | ftand ready to give my vote 
jor it without any amendments at 
all. Yet if the amendments pro- 
poled by your excellency, will tend 
to conciliation, | readily admit them, 
not as acondition of acceptance, but 





as a matter of recommendation only. 
knowing that, ‘* Bleffed are the “ 
makers. ’—Iam ready, fir, to bes 
my life, my liberty, my family, m 
property, and, as far as my youl 
will go, the interefts of my conftity, 


wery of t 
think all 
we fhall 
by afcen 
which th 
is grour 























ents, to this general government, With 

After all, if this conttitution were stion fo 
as perfect as the facred volume ig, jr MM ynect w 
would not fecure the liberties of the| embl 

ople, unlefs they watch their own feeling’ 
ibercies. Nothing written on- pape: to prof 
will do this. It is therefore necefa. HiBhopes « 
ry, that the people fhould keep ij} ate 
watchful, not an over-jealous eye on MiBble, fir 
their rulers; and that they thoi BiBelectio 










give all due encouragement to ou 


tigulty 
colleges, fchools of learning, &, 


to us, 


















that fo knowledge may be difuly BB ynitor 
through every part of our country, tlemer 
Ignorance and flavery, knowledg partia 
and freedom are infeparably conned HB as a | 
ed. While Americans remain in the; and tt 
prefent enlightened condition, an parts 
warmly attached to the caufe ¢ in the 
liberty, they cannot be enflaved, I dec! 
Should the general government kx. electi 
come fo lott to all fenfe of honow, own. 
and the freedom of the people,a firit | 
to attempt to enflave them, they, whic! 
who are the defcendants of a rac pofec 
of nen, who have dethroned kings mak 
would make an American congrel inftri 
tremble; ilrip them of their public prin 
honours; and reduce them to the com 
lowelt flaie of degradation. dele; 
for 
0: Sao defi: 
oni 
Speech of mr. Ames, on the fubjeB of peo} 
the brennial edeGions of the houfe of ¥ the 
reprejentatrves,in the proposed frfem ¥ ligh 
cf jederal government. Delivered in | othe 
ihe CORVE RIN of Maffachajits, Jae ed 
nuary 22, 1788. of } 
the 
Do not regret mr. Prefident, that trot 
we are not unanimous upon this ger 
quettion. I donot contider the diver- pus 
fity of fenument which prevatls, asa gat 
impediment in our way to the dile- ced 
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very of truth, In order that we may 
think alike upon this fubject at lait, 
we fhali be compelled to difcufs it, 
by afcending to the principles upon 
which the Jo¢trine of reprefentation 
js grounded. 45 , 

Without premeditation, in a fita- 
stion fu novel, and awed by the re- 
{pect which I feel for this venerable 
femblv, I dittruttextremely my own 
eelings, as well as my competency 
to profecute this enquiry. With the 
hopes of an indulgent hearing, I 

i] attempt to proceed. I am fenfi- 
ble, fir, that the do¢trine of frequent 
elections, has been fan¢titied by an- 
tiguity : and is {till more endeared 
to us, by our recent experience, and 
uniform habits of thinking. Gen- 
tlemen heve exprefled their zealous 
partiality for it. They confider this 
as a leading queftion in the debate, 
and that the merits of many other 
parts of the conititution are involved 
jn the decifion. I confefs, fir, and 
I declare, that my zeal for frequent 
eleftions, is not inferior to their 
own. I confider them as one of the 
firt fecurities for popular liberty, in 
which its very eflence may be fup- 
pofed to refide. But how fhall we 
make the bett ufe of this pledge and 
inftrument of our fatety? A right 
principle, carried to an extreme, be- 
comes ufelefs. It is apparent, that a 
delegation for a very fhort term, as 
for a fingle day, would defeat the 
defign of reprefentation. ‘The electi- 
on in that cafe would not feein to the 
people to be of any importance ; and 
the perfon eleéted would think as 
lightly of his appointment. The 
other extreme is equally tobe avoid- 
ed. An election for a very long term 
of years, or for life, would remove 
the member too far from thecon- 
troul of the people, would be dan- 
gerous to liberty, and, in fact, re- 
pugnant to the purpofes of the dele- 
gation. The truth, as ufual, is pla- 
ced fomewhere between the extremes ; 
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and I believe is included in this pro- 
pofition : The term of eleétion 
mutt be fo long, that the reprefenta- 
tive may underitand the interetts of 
the people, and yet fo limited, that 
his fidelity may be fecured by a de- 
pendence upon their approbation. 
Betore 1 proceed to the applicati- 
on of this rule, i cannot forbear to 
premife fome remarks upon two o- 
pinions which have been fucgetted. 
Much has been faid about the 
people diveiting themfelves of power, 
wien they delegate it to reprefenta- 
tives; and that all reprefentation is 
to their diladvantage, becaufe it is 
but an image, a copy, fainter and 
more imperfc¢t than the original—the 
people—in whom the light of power 
is primary and unborrowed, which is 
only reflected by their delegates. I 
cannot agree to either of thefe opini- 
ons. The reprefentation of the peo- 
ple is fomething more than the peo- 
ple. Iknow, fir. but one purpofe 
which the people can effet without 
deiegation, and that is, to deftroy a 
government. ‘That they cannot ereét 
a government, is evinced by our be- 
ing thus aflembled, on their behalf. 
The people mutt govern by a majori- 
ty, with whom all power refides. 
But how is the fenfe of this majority 
to be obtained? It has been faid, 
that a pure democracy isthe beft co- 
vernment for a fall people, who 
may aflemble in perfon. It is of 
{mall confequence to difcufs it, as 
it would be inapplicable to the great 
country we inhabit. Itmay be of 
fome ufein this argument, however, 
to confider, that it would be very 
burdenfome—fudject to faction and 
violence: decifions would often be 
made by furprife, in the precipitao- 
cy of paffion, by men who either 
underftood nothing, or cared nothing 
about the fubject; or by intereited 
men, or thofe who vored for their 
own indemnity. It would bea go- 
vernment not by laws, but by mea. 






























Sach were the paltry democracies of 
Greece and Afia Vlinor, fo’ much 
extollea, and fo often propofed as 
models for our imitation. | defire 
tobe thanciul that our people are 
not under any temptation to adopt 
the advice. 1 think it will not be 
denied, that the people are gainers 
by the election of reprefentatives. 
"bhey may deftroy, but they cannot 
exercife the powers of government, 
in perfon: but by their fervaats, 
they govern. They do not renounce 
their power—they do not facrifice 
their rights—they become the true 
fovereigns of the country, when they 
delegate that power, which they 
cannot ufe themielves, to their truf- 
tees. 

I know, fir, that people talk about 
the liberty of nature, and affert, that 
we diveft ourfelves of a portion of it, 
when we enter into fociety. This is 
declamation againft matter of fact. 
We cannot live without fociety : and 
as to liberty, how can I be faid to 
enjoy that which another may take 
froin me when he pleafes? The liber- 
ty of one depends not fo much on 
the removal of all reftraint from him, 
as on the due reftraint upon the li- 
berty of others. Without fuch re- 
ftraint there can be no liberty. Li- 
berty is fo far from being endanger- 
ed or dettroyed by this, that it is ex- 
tended and fecured. For I faid, that 
we do not enjoy that, which another 
may take from us. But civil liberty 
cannot be taken from us, when any 
one may pleafe to invade it: for we 
have the ttrength of the fociety of 
our fide. 

I hope, fir, that thefe reflexions 
will have fome tendency to remove 
the ill ismpreffions which are made by 
propofing to diveft the people of 
their power. 

Vhat they may never be divefted 
of it, L repeat, that I am in favour of 
freqvent eleGtions. Thofe, who com- 
mead aanoad eleGions, are defiredto 
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confider, that the queftion is, w power. 
biennial clections be a defe& in thy If we 
conititution ? for it does not folioy Am lega 
becaufe annual elections are fafe, hammer °° ¢ 
bienni.l are dangerous: for both mame) - 


tures. 
know 
ances ¢ 






be good. Nor ts there any tounga. 
tion for the fears of thofe. who & 
that it we, who have been accuftomed| 
to choofe for one year Only, now ey, 
tend 1t to two, the next ftride wil by 
to five, or feven years, and the ney 
for term of hie: for this artic 
with all its fuppofed defeds, isin 
favour of liberty. Being inferted jg 
the conititution, it is not fubjet tg 
be repealed by law. Weare furethy 
it is the worft of the cafe. 
It is a fence againft ambitious 4 
croachinents, too high and two ftr 
to be pailed: in this refpeét, we ha 
reatly the advantage of the peop 
3 kngland, and of ail the wee 
The law, which limits their parla 
ments, is liable to be repealed. 





























1 will not defend this article, by Fa 
faying that it was a matter of compro. IE ftrum 
mife im the federal convention: it MM ment: 
has my entire approbation as it ftands talk « 
I think we ought to prefer in this a. The 
ticle, biennial eleétions to annual: berti 
and my reafons for this opinion, nour 
drawn from thefe fources : whic 

From the extent of the country t theit 
be governed ; meal 

The objects of the legiflation ; moc 

And the more perfect fecurity of the { 
our hberty. tion 

It feems obvious, that men, who tion 
are to collect in congrefs from this way 
great territory, perhaps from the bay and 
of Fundy, or from the banks of the and 
Ohio, and the fhore of Lake Super. Iv 
or, ought to have a longer term i mo 
office. than the delegates of a fingle mut 
ftate, in their own legiflature. Its wa 
not by riding pott to and from coa- wh 
grefs, that a man can acquire a jut fid 
knowledge of the true interefts of the . 


union. Thisterm of eleétion is it 
applicable to the ftate of a country, 
as large as Germany, or as the Ro 
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man empire in the zenith of its 
power. 

If we confider the objeéts of their 
delegation, little doubt will remain. 

tis admitted that annual elections 
may be highly fit for the ftate legif- 
tures. Every citizen grows up with 
knowledge of the local circum- 
ancesof the ftate. But the bufinefs 
the federal government will be 
ry different. e objects of their 
sower are great and national. At leaft 
wo years in office will be = 
io enable a man to judge of the trade 
nd interefts of ftates which he never 

w. Thetime, I hope, will come, 
Ewhen this excellent country will fur- 

nith food (and freedom, which is bet- 
et than food—which is the food of 
he foul) for fifty millions of happy 
people. Will any man fay, that the 
national bufinefs can be underftood 
in one year? 

Biennial eleGtions appear to me, 

fir, an eflential fecurity to liberty. 
'Thefe are my reafons. 

Faction and enthufiafm are the in- 
ftruments by which popular govern- 
ments are deftroyed. We need not 
talk of the power of an ariftocracy. 
The people, when they lofe their li- 
berties, are cheated out of them. They 
nourifh faétions in their bofoms, 
which will fabfit fo long as abufing 
their honeft credulity, thall be the 
means of acquiring power. A de- 
mocracy is a volcano, which conceals 
the fiery materials of itsown deftruc- 
tion. Thefe will produce an erup- 
tion, and carry defolation- in their 
way. The people always mean right : 
and if time be allowed for reflexion 


and information, they will do right. 
I would not have the firft wifh—the 
momentary impulfe of the public 
mind, become law; for it is not al- 
ways the fenfe of the people; with 
whom, I admit, that all power re- 
fides. On a queftions, we firft 


hear the loud clamours of paffion, ar- 
tifice, and fa&tion. I confider biennial 
Vol. Ill. No. IV, 
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ele&tions as a fecurity, that the fober 
fecond thought of the people thal! be 
Jaw. There isa calm review of pub- 
lic tranfactions, which is made by the 
citizens who have families, and chil- 
dren, the pledges of their fidelity. 
To provide for popular liberty, we 
mutt take care that meafures thall 
not be adopted without due delibera- 
tion. 

‘The member, chofen for two years, 
will feel fome independence in his 
feat. ‘The faftions of the day will 
expire before the end of his term. 

The people will be proportionably 
attentive to the merits of a candi- 
date. Two years will afford oppor- 
tunity to the members to deferve 
well of them: and they will require 
evidence that they have done it. 

But, fir, the reprefentatives are the 
grand inquifition of the union. They 
are by impeachment to bring great 
offenders to juftice. One year will 
not fuffice to deteét guilt, and pur- 
fue it to conviction. Therefore they 
will efcape, and the balance of the 
two branches, will be deftroyed, and 
The people oppreffed with impunity. 
the fenators will reprefent the fo- 
vereignty of the ftates. The repre- 
fentatives are to reprefent the people. 
The offices ought to bear fome pro- 

ortion in point of importance. 
This will be impoffible, if they be 
chofen for one year only. 

Will the people then blind the 
eyes of their own watchmen ? Will 
they bind the hands which are to 
hold the fword for their defence ? 
Will they impair their own power, 
by an unreafonable jealoufy of them- 
felves ? 

For thefe reafons, I am clearly of 
opinion, that the article is entitled 
to our approbation, as it ftands: and 
as it has been demanded, why annual 
elections were not preferred to bien- 
nial, permit me to retort the quef- 
tion, and to enquire in my turn, 
_ reafon can be given, why, if 
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annual ele¢tions be good, biennial 
eleétions are not better ? 


4 BD] tr“ 


Refolwes propofed to the federal comven- 
tion, by the honourable mr. Patierfon, 


of New Ferfey. 


Ie ESOLVED, that an uni- 
on of the ftates, merely fe- 
deral, ought to be the fole object of 
the exercife of the powers vetted 
in this convention. 
a. Refolved, that the articles of the 
confederation ought to be fo revifed, 
corrected, and enlarged, as to render 
the federal conftitution adequate to 
the exigencies of government, and 
the prefervation of the union, 

3- Refolved, that in addition to 
the powers vefted in the united ftates 
in congrefs, by the prefent exifting 
articles of confederation, they be 
authorifed to pafs atts for raifing a 
revenue by laying a duty or duties 
on all goods and merchandife of fo- 
reign growth or manufaéture, im- 
ported into any part of the united 
ftates ; by impofing flamps on paper, 
parchment, and vellum; and by a 
poftage on all ictters and packages 
paling through the general polt of- 
fice, to be applied to fuch federal 
purpofes, as they fhall deem proper 
and expedient; to make rules and 
regulations, for the collection there- 
of and the fame from time to. time 
to alter and amend in fuch manner 
asthey thall think proper: provided 
that all punifhments, fines, forfei- 
tures, and penalties, tobe incurred for 
contravening fuch rules and regula- 
tions, fhall be adjudged by the com- 
mon law judiciaries of the ftate in 
which any offence, contrary to the 
true intent and meaning of fuch rales 
or regulations, fhall be committed or 
perpetrated; with liberty of com- 
mencing all fuits or profecutions for 
that purpofe, in the firft inftance, in 
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the fupreme common law judic; 
of tack ftate—fubjeQ, pA 
to an appeal in the lait refort, for the 
correction of errors, both of law and 
fact, in rendering judgment, to the jg, 
diciary of the united {tates; and ¢ 
the united ftates fhall have autho. 
rity to pafs aéts for the regulation of 
trade and commerce, as well with 
foreign nations,.as with each other 
he Retolved, that fhould requif. 
tions be neceffary, inftead of the pre. 
fent rule, the united ftates in cog, 
grefs be authorifed to make fuch 
requifitions in proportion to the 
whole number of white and othe 
free citizens and inhabitants, of eve 
ry age, fex, and condition, includ. 
ing thofe bound to fervitude for, 
term of years, and three-fifths of aj 
other perfons, not comprehended ig 
the foregoing defcriptions (exceg 
Indians not paying taxes.) 

5- Refolved, that if fach requifiti 
ons benotcomplied with, in the time 
fpecified therein, the united ftates in 


congrefs fhall have power to dire@ | 


the collection thereof in the non-com- 
plying ftates; and for that purpole to 
devife and pa(s acts direGting and au- 
thorifing the fame : provided that none 
of the powers hereby vetted in the unit. 
ed ftates in congrefs fhall be exercifed 
without the confent of at leaft 

ftates ; and im that proportion, fhould 
the number of confederated ftates 
hereafter be increafed or dimiuithed. 


_ 6, Refolved, that the united ftates | 
in coma fhall be authorifed to 3 
a 


eleé&t a federal executive, to confit of 
; perfon or perfons, to continue 
in Office for the term of years, 
to receive punttually, at ftated times, 
a fixed compenfation for the fervices 
by him or them to be rendered, in 
which no: increafe or diminution 
fhall be made, fo as to affect the exe- 
cutive in office, at the time of fuch 
increafe or diminution, to be paid 
out of the federal treafury; to be 


incapable of holding any other of- 


fice or a) 
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fice or appointment during the time- 
years after ; to . 


of fervice, and for 
be ineligible a fecond time, and re- 
movable on impeachment and con- 
viétion for mal-practice, corrupt con- 
dué, and neglect of duty. 4 

7. Refolved, that the executive, 
befides a general authority to execute 
the federal atts, ought to appoint all 
federal officers, not otherwife pro- 
yided for, and to direét all mili- 

operations; provided that the 
executive fhall noton any occafion 
take command of any troops, fo as 
perfonally to condu¢t any military 
nterprife as general, or in any other 
pacity. Pow 

8. Refolved, that the legiflative 
afts of the united fiates, made under 
and in purfuance to the articles of 
pnion, and all treaties made and ra- 
tified udder the authority of the uni- 
ted ftates, fhall be the fupreme law 
of the refpective ftates, as far as thofe 
atts or treaties fhall relate to the faid 
{tates or their citizens and inhabi- 
tants; and that the judiciaries of the 
feveral ftates fhall be bound thereby 
in their decifions; any thing in the 
refpeftive laws of the individual 
ftates to the contrary notwithftand- 
ing. 
4 Refolved, that if any ftae or 
body of men in any tate, thall op- 
pofe or prevent the carrying into ex- 
ecution fuch aéts or treaties, the fede- 
ral executive fhal! be authorifed to 
call forth the powers of the confede- 
rated ftates, or fo much thereof as 
may be necefary toenforce and com- 
pel an obedience to fuch acts, or an 
obfervance of fuch treaties. 

10. Refolved, that a federal ju- 
diciary be eftablifhed, to confift of 
a ya tribunal; the judges of 
hich to be appointed hy the execu- 
tive, and to hold their offices during 
good behaviour ; to receive punétu- 
ally, at ttated times, a fixed compen- 
fation for their fervices, to be paid 
out of the federal treafury; in which 
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no increafe or diminution fhall be 
made, fe as to affect the perfons ac- 
tually in office, at the time of fuch 
increafe og diminution. ‘That the 
judiciary fo ettablifhed, fhall have 
authority to hear and determine, in 
the firft inftance, on all impeachments 
of federal officers, and by way of 
appeal in the dernier refort in all cafes 
touching the rights and privileges of 
ambaffadors ; in all cafes of eaptures 
from the enemy ; in all cafes of pt- 
racies and felonies committed on the 
high feas; in allcafes in which fo 
reigners may be interefted in the 
conftruétion of any treaty or treaties, 
or which may arife on any att or 
ordinance of congrefs for the regula- 
tion of trade, or the collection of the 
federal revenue; that none of the 
judiciary officers fhall be capable of 
receiving or holding any other office 
or appointment, during the time the 
remain in office, or for years af 
terwards. 

11. Refolved, that the legifla- 
tive, éxecutive, and judiciary powers 
within the feveral ftates, ought to be 
bound by oath to fupport the articles 
of union. 

12, Refolved, that  provifion 
ought to be made for hearing and 
deciding upon all difputes arifing be- 
tween : united ftates and an indivi- 
dual ftate, refpetting territory. 

13. Refolved, that provifion 
ought to be made for the admiffion 
of new ttates into the union. 

14. Refolved, that it is neceffary 
to define what offences, committed in 
any ftate, fhall be deemed high trea- 
fon againft the united ftates. 

15. Refolved, that the rule for 
naturalization ought to be the fame 
in every ftate. 

16. Refolved, that a citizen of 
one ftate, committing an offence in 
another ftate, fhall be deemed guilty 
of the fame offence, as if it had been 
committed by a citizen of the ftate, 
in which the offence was committed, 








364 Curfory remarks on the federal confliiution. 


Curfory remarks on the federal conflitu- 
tion, Aferibedta Hugh Henry Brack- 
enridge, off. 

T isnot my intention to enter 

largely into a confideration of 
this plan of government, but to fug- 

fome ideasin addition to, and of 
the fame nature with, thofe already 
made, yeahs the imperfettions and 
the danger of 1¢. 

‘The hrit thing that ftrikes a dili- 
gent obferver, is, the want of precau- 
tion with regard to the fex of the 

refident. Is it provided that he fhall 
be of the male gender? The Salii, 

a tribe of the Burgundians, in the 

y1th century, excluded females from 

the fovereignty. Without a fimilar 
exclufion, what fhall we think, if, in 

rocefs of time, we fhould come to 

ave an old woman at the head of our 
affairs? But what fecurity have we 
that he fhall be a white man? What 
woukl be the national difgrace, if he 
fhould be eleéted from one of the 
fouthern ftates, and a vile xegro fhould 
come to rule overus! Treaties would 
then be formed with the tribes of 
Congo and Loango, inftead of the 
civilized nations of Europe. But is 
there any fecurity that he fhall be a 
Jreeman? Who knows but the elec- 
tors ata future period, in days of 
corruptions, may pick up a man-fer- 
vant, a convict perhaps, and give him 
the dominion? Is any care taken.that 
he thall be of perfe? parts ?—Shall 
we, in affairs of a civil nature, leave 
a door open to lame men, battards, 
eunuchs, and the devil knows what? 

A fenate is the next great confti- 

tuent part of the goverament: and 
yet there is not a word faid with re- 
gard to the anceftry of any of them, 
wether they fhould be altogether 
Irith, or only Scots Irith, Ifany of 
them have been in the war of the 
White Boys, the Hearts of Oak, or 
the tike, they may overturn all au- 
thority, and make Shilelah the fu- 
preme law of the land, 


The houfe of reprefentatives is 
be fo large that it can never be buik. 
‘They may in it, but it can neve, 
be finifhed. ‘Ten miles fquare! Ba. 
bylon itfelf, unlefs the fuburbs be ts 
ken into view, was not of greate; 
extent. 

But what avails it, to dwell on thefe 
things? The want of a bill of +i 
is de gout evil. There was ie che 
cafion tor a bill of «wrongs; for there 
will be wrongs enough. But ob! 
a bill of rights! what is the nature of 
abill of rights? “* It is a fchedule of 
inventory of thofe powers which 


congrefs do not poffefs.” Butif ithe | 


clearly afcertained what 

have, what need of a catalogue of 
thofe powers they have not? Ab! 
there is the muftake. A minife 
preaching, undertook, firft, to thee 
what was in his text; fecond, why 
was not init. When it is {pecitied 
what powers are given, why not al 
what powers are not given? A bill 
ae is wanting, and all thofe thiap 
which are ufually secured ander it— 


1. The rights of conjcience are { 


away. The confeflion of faith, 
prayer-book, the manual, and pil. 
grim’s p Ss are to go. Th 
pfalms of Watts, 1am told, are th 
only thing of the kind that is to have 
any goarter all. 

The liberty of the prefi ;—that iv 
gone at the firft ftroke. Not fo 
much as an advertifement for a ftray 
horfe,or a runaway negro, can be 
put in any of the gazettes. 

3. The trial by jury;—that is 
knocked in the head: and all that 
worthy clafs of men, the lawyers, 
who live by haranguing and bending 
the juries, are demolifhed. 

1 would fubmmit jt to any candid 
man, tf in this confticution there be 
the leat provifion for the privilege 
of thaving :he beard ? of is there any 
mode laid down to take the meafure 
of a pair of breeches ? Whence is it 
theo, that men of learning feem fy 
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, while the ignorant 
int it? The canfe is perfectly 
t, viz. that reafon is an er- 
nag guide, while inlina, which is 
the governing principle of the un- 
t, is certain. Pot a pig in a 
¢, carry it half a day's journey 
throogh woods and by ways; let 
ic oot, and it will ran home without 
deviation. Could dr. Franklin do 
this? What reafon have we then to 
that his 1 spate or thar of 
Wathington, could be equal to that 
of mr. Smilic in fate affairs ? 

Were it not on this principle that 
we are able to account for it, it 
might be thou he flrange, that old 
Livingfion, of the Jerties, could be 
fo hoodwinked, as to give his fanc 
tion to fuch a diabolical fcheme of 
tyranny amongit men—a coniitu- 
ion which may well he called hell 
born. For ifall the devils in Pan 
demoniam had been employed about 
jt, they could not have made a worfe. 
Neil Mac.Laughlin, a neighbour 
ef mine, who has been talking with 
mr. Findley, fays, that under this 
conftitution all weavers are to be put 
to death. What have thefe innocent 
manufacturers done, that they fhould 
be profcribed ? 

Let other fates think what theywil! 
of it, there is one reafon why every 
Penefylvaman fhouk! execrate thu 
impohtion upon mankind. It wil! 
make his Qate moft probably the feat 
of government, and bring all the off 
cers, and caufe a great part of the reve- 
nue to be expended here. This matt 
make the people nch,enable them 
to pay their debts, and corrept therr 


ontore 


morals. Any citizen, therefor 
Delaware and Seigonune y aters, 
oughe to be hanged amt quartered, 


that would give 1 cownteran.c¢. 

i fhall content myfeif at prefent 
with thefe finétures, but fhall comn 
nee them from ume to time 28 ox- 
cafion may require. 

Pirtfharg, Apri, 1734 
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Adios tthe minerity of the om 
wrutne of Pena jyhoanm. By Teach 
(ere, "yy. 

(Comrimuned from page 245.) 
NUMBER Hi. 
Gorath men, 
N my fomes letrers, I endeavoured 
to point oe certain provifioas of 
the aew conflitenon, and feveral 
carcumftances which matt refalt from 
the propofed frame of government, 
and the @ate conthitutions, which 
might demonftrase, that there is no 
ground to apprehend a confolidarion 
of the faves, which thall join the de. 
pending confederacy, into one go- 
vernmer nt, 
An obfervarion of the hon. mr. 
Wilton’s, has been adduced, among 
other arguments, to prove, that det. 
putifm would follow fach a general 
governmenr. | believe with him, and 
with you, that fech would be the 
con fequence of a tagle national con- 
flitution, in which all the obieéts of 
focie'y and government were fo com 
pletely provided for, as to place the 
teveral fates in the anton on the for - 
ing of counties of the empire. Burt 
permir me to afk you, gentlemen, 
will fech he the condition of the 
flares? Where is the county that can 
independently train ite own militia; 
apport its cre!) and militia officers, 
etlablith a peculiar fyttem of penal 
laws ; iffue criminal pr soefs initsown 
name, cre? corporations, impofe di- 
rect tates, evcries, and detws, hold 
lands ifn itsown right | COMMence war 
on any emergency , regulate defcents , 
prefertue the qualifications of elec- 
tors, ster its conffitetion, of the 
ponctples of its government, divide 
fe pareter a9 j independent 
awilf to another Rare; 
for elettions, and regula‘e 
the (aene , candt infpeftion lows , erect? 
comns, sypennt jodges, comm fon ail 
ofc 6, coraee new offices, fll and 
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ty in the union, or in theworld, that 
ean exercife in any inftance indepen- 
dent legiflaive, executive, or judi- 
cial powers 

‘Lhofe thee gentlemen, who with- 
held their names from the aét of the 
federal convention, could not have 

"apprehended the annihilation of the 
ftate goverments, while that houfe 
was fitting, or they would, under the 
tnfluence of fuch a fear, certainly 
have preffed for a bill of rights. Ic 

ars they did not think one fo ne- 
“fury, as to concert a fingle motion 
to obtain it: a conclufive proof, in 
my mind, that they faw no fymp- 
toms of a defign to confolidate, int 
framers of the plan, and that they 
had no apprehenfions of the kind 
themlelves. 

The conitraction of the fenate af- 
fords an abfolute certainty, that the 
ftates will not lofe their prefent fhare 
of feparate powers. No ftate is to 
lofe its voice therein, without its 
own confent. Governor Randolph 
jufily obferves, that the force of the 
conftitution of any ftate can only be 
leffened by the abfolute grant of its 
own citizens. Whatever therefore, is 
now poifeffed, will remain unlefs 
transferred by new grants. The 
ftate Jegiflatures, too, being the im- 
mediate reprefentatives and guardi- 
ans of their refpective conttituents— 
and being the powerful creators of 
the fenators, it cannot be apprehend- 
ed, either that they will give away 
théir own powers; or that they wiil 
choofe men who are unfriendly to 
them : nor is is at all probable, that 
a fenator would hazard the difplea- 
fure of the people, or the vengeance 
of fo potent a body as a ftate legif- 
lature, by facrificing their interetts 
or powers. Rather may it be ex- 
petted, that his interett and connex- 
ons in the ftaie, will too partially 

attach him to it, to the injury of na- 

tional objects ; or that he may ne- 
giect gencral concerns from a de- 





fire to pleafe a legiflature or a hands of 
who in be to him the fource of re refpectiy 
nours, emolument, and power, witely 
So independent will the ftate go. The 
vernments remain, that their laws fy 2pPo* 
may, and, in fome inftances, will be ingly fa 
feverer than thofe of the union, & *€ * 
Treafon againft the united ftares, for / 
inflance, cannot be attended with nurober 
confifcation and corruption of blood; prefider 
but by the exifting laws of all the at fi 
ftates, the unoffending families of JB 8» 
attainted perfons, ftript of all he. [i #"! 
reditary rights, and condemned td attache 


the bitter portion of extreme pover- 
ty, are left, without their friend and 
parent, to meet the trials of the 
yn Ss awful monument 
of the fovereign and avengin we 
of their nae ftate, Lee dhe Veen 
fentative or fenator, who may medi- 


tate the annihilation of the gover. jy tes 
ment of his ftate, duly coalider this, — 
before it be too late. ome 

You apprehend, the power of con- wre f 
grefs to lay dire& taxes, will tend Tt 
to produce confolidation. But the the 
feveral ftates poffefs that power alfo, pend: 
and by an early, wife, and faithful _ 
exercife of it, can always fuperfede om 
the ufe of it by congrels. For ex. fg °* 


ample : if ten thoufand pounds were 
apportioned to Pennfylvania, to make 
up the intereft on our foreign debts, 
by the end of 1788, a tax for which 
would be laid in July ; our legiflature 
might proceed, in the moft eafy and 
expeditious way, to raife the money 
againft the time when the federal go- 


vernment mutt neceffarily proceed ; ‘ 
and by paying our quota into the fe- . 
deral treaGiry, would fulfil the re- _ 
quifitions of the law. A federal go- nA 
vernmént, that thall poffefs the leaf Ts 
degree of policy or virtue, would ne- i 


ver attempt to interfere with fuch 
honeft, wife, and effe€tual arrange- 
ments of any ftate. It cannot be 
reafonably feared, that a federal legif- 
lature, chofen by the equal voices of 
all our citizens, the poor as well as 
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the rich, will ever wreft from the 
hands of the people and ftates, who 
refpectively appoint them, powers fo 
wilely placed, and fo honeftly applied. 

The check of the fenate, on the 
appointment of officers. will exceed- 

ingly favour the prefervation of the 
fate governments, Let us fuppofe an 
ition on foot, which requires a 
number Of ral oficers, whom a 
ident might be inclined to ap- 
int from the ftate to which he be- 
longs, or for which feveral perfons 
are nominated, that are too partially 
attached to the federal government, 
or defirous of lefiening the powers of 
the feparate ftates. The fenate can 
reject them all, and independently 
give their reafons to the people and 
the legiflatures. That they will of- 
ten do fo, we cannot doubt, when 
we remember where their private in- 
terelts, affe€tions, and connextons lie 
—to whom they will owe their feats 
—to whom they muft look for fu- 
wre favours of the iame kind. 

The lordthip of the foil is one of 
the moft valuable and powerful ap- 
pendages of fovereignty: this re- 
mains in full perfection with every 
fate. From them mutt grants flow ; 
to them muft be paid the annual ac- 
knowledgment, whether it be a mere 
compliance with form, in the ren- 
dering of a pepper corn, or a folid 
revenue, in the payment of a quit- 
rent. To them, alfo, as original and 
nghtful proprietaries and lords of the 
foil, wall the eftates of extinét fami- 
les revert. 

Independent revenues and refour- 
cs are indubitable proofs of fove- 
rignty. The ftates will poflefs ma- 
y of thofe which now exift, and 
vhich may hereafter be created. 
Taxes on ftate offices, fees for grants 
lands, and various licences, tolls 
rivers,canals, and roads, not being 
ptt-roads, rents of public buildings, 
tkheats, the mighty fund of quit- 












rents, and fales of lands—thefe, and 
many others are (exclutively of con- 
grefs) within the power of the fever. 
al ftates, befides their having accefs, 
in common with the federal govern- 
ment, to every fource of revenue, but 
the duties on foreign merchandife 
and fhips. 

Impeachments within the feveral 
ftates will afford them opportunities 
of exerting the moft dignified and 
awful powers of fovefeignty. The 
people of every flaté, by therr confti- 
tutional reprefentatives, may impeach 
the public officer, however great ot 
daring, who fhali prefume to violate 
their exclufive rights, or offend a- 
gainft the peace and dignity of their 
commonwealth ; and may punifh him, 
on conviction , by fine, imprifonment, 
or death, without any poflible inter- 
ference of congrefs. 

But, gentlemen, the fubje& is ine 
extiauttsble. Every fection it the 
federal conftitution, as we perufe it, 
affords new ideas oppofed to confo- 
lidation. Every moment’s reflexion, 
on the operation and tendency of 
the propofed government, adds to 
their number. I will not therefore 
trefpafs longet on your time. I will 
reft the matter on your own 
fenfe and candour, confidently truft- 
ing, that the removal of your appre- 
henfions, on this important point, 
will render the new conftitution more 
agreeable toyou. Thinking, as you 
dei, vonfolidation was intended, ‘an 
would take place, and that it moft 
= a defpotifm, you would 

ave been criminal in affenting to 
the plan propofed : but I will hope, 
that the confideration of this point, 
which we have taken together, will 
remove your fears, and open the 
door to comfortable hopes, rather 
than to apprehenfions, from the great 
meafure now waiting the fiat of the 
people of the united ftates. 

A FREEMAN. 
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Letter from mr. Lambert, councellor of 
fate and of the council-royal of fi- 
nance and commerce, comptroller ge- 
neral of the finances of France, to 
mr. Fefferfon, minifier plenipotentiary 
Sor the united flates of America, at 
the court of Verjailles. 


Verfailles, Dec, 29, 1737. 


HAVE the honour, fir, to fend 

you a copy of an arret, pafled in 
council, for encouraging the com- 
merce of the united flates of America 
in France. I fhall furnith you with 
a number of others, as foon as they 
fhall be printed. 

You will therein fee, that feveral 
confiderable favours, not before pro- 
mifed to the American commerce, 
have been added to thofe which the 
king announced to you, in the letier 
addrefied to you onthe 22d of Odto- 
ber of the laft year.* 

If in the mean time any duties 
have been levied, contrary to the in- 
tentions of that letter, they fhall be 
repaid, on fight of the vouchers. 

1 have alfo ordered a verification 
of the facts whereon it was repre- 


“fented to you, that the decifion of 


24th of May, 1786, relative to the 
commerce of tobacco, had not beea 
fully executed. Be affured, that if it 
fhall appear, that engagements have 
been evaded, which were taken un- 
der the fanétion of the king, effeciu- 
al provifion fhall be made for their 
fcrupulous fulfilment. 

You will learn alfo with pleafure, 
that the meafures I have taken,to pre- 
vent the interruption of the commerce 
of tobacco, have had full fuccefs, 

This commodity fhall not be ex- 
cepted from among thofe to which 
the right of entrepot is given. The 
farmers-general fhall have no prefer- 


ROTE. 


* See American Mufeum, Vol. I. 
p- 224, of the firft edition; and 
page 200, of the fecond. 


ence in the purchafes: the propri. 
etors fhall be perfeétly mailers of 
their fpeculations---and free to ex. 
port their tobaccos by fea to foreign 
countries. 

Meafures only muft be taken to 
prevent thofe frauds to which the ep- 
trepot might ferve as a pretext : and 
the chambers of commeice for the 
ports fhall be confulted, in order 
that the precautions neceflary for 
this ety may not be in a form 
incompatible with that liberty which 
commerce ought to enjoy in itsope- 
rations. 

Although the prefent ftock of the 
farmers-general amounts to about 
three vears confuntption, I have en. 
gaged that company to continue to 
purchafe yearly, from the 1ft of Ja. 
nuary, 1788, to the end of their 
leafe, fourteen thoufand hogtheady 
of tobacco, brought direétly into the 
ports of France, in French or Ame. 
rican bottoms ; and to fhew, at the 
end of every four months, that their 
purehafes amount to four thoufani 
fix hundred and fixty-tix hogf. 
heads. 

As to the prices, you have been 
fenfible yourfelf of the neceffity of 
leaving them free: and this freedom 
of price was the principal object of the 
applications of the American and 
French merchants, when they com- 
plained of the contract of mr. Mor. 
ris. 

‘The determination then taken, 
to force the purchafes of tobacco, 
though at high prices, infomuch 
that the farmers-general now find 
themielves poflefled of three years pro- 
vifion, fhews that the interefts of the 
planters and merchants of the united 
ftates of America have ever been pre- 
cious to the king. 


The arret of council herein enclo- 
fed, and theother regulations, which 
I have the honour of communicating 
to you, are a further confirmation 
of a truth tending fo much t 
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propri. rengthen the bands, which unite the 

S of B yo nations. 

tO ex. [have the honour to be, with a 

Oreign very fincere and inviolable attach- 
ment, fir, your moft humble and moft 

cen to obedient fervant, 

the en. (Signed) 

tt and 

or the dn a8 of the king’s council of flate, 

Order fir the encouragement of the com- 

'Y for merce of France with the united 

fates of America. 


December 29, 1787. 
Extra® from the records of the coun- 


cil of flate. 
THE king, defirous of encourag- 
ing the commerce of his fubjects with 
the united ttates of America, and of 
facilitating, between the twonations, 
vonnexions reciprocally ufeful—hav- 
ing heard the report of fieur Lam- 
bert, counfellor of ftate, and of the 
royal council of finance and com- 
merce, comptroller- general of finance, 
his majefty being in his council, has 
ordained, and does ordain, as follows : 
I. 

Whale oils and {permaceti, the pro- 
duce of the fifheries of the citizens 
and inhabitants of the united ftates 
of America, which fhall be brought 
into France direétly in French vef- 
fels, or in thofe of the united ftates, 
fhall continue to be fubjeét to a du- 
ty only of feven livres ten fols the 
barrel, of five hundred and twenty 

unds weight; and whale-fins fhall 
Ee fabjett to a duty of only fix li- 
vres thirteen fols four deniers, the 
quintal , with the ten fols per livre, 
on each of the faid duties ; which ten 
fols per livre fhall ceafe on the laft 
day of December, one thoufand fe- 
ven hundred and ninety: his majef- 
ty referving to himfelf to grant foe. 
ther favours to the produce of the 


LAMBERT. 





















hich whale fifheries carried on by the fith- 
iting HH ermen of the united ftates of Ame- 
ation rica, which fhall be brought into 


t0 @ France in French veffels, or in thofe 
Vol. Ill, No. 1V. 


of the united ftates, if, on the infor- 
mation which his majefty fhall caufe 
to be taken thereon, he fhall judge it 
expedient for the intereft of the two 
nations. 

II. 

The other fith-oils and dry or falt- 
ed fith, the produce, in like manner, 
of the fitheries of the citizens and in- 
habitants of the united ftates, and 
brought alfo dire€tly into France, in 
their, or in French veffels, fhall not 
pay any other nor greater duties than 
thofe to which the oils and fith of the 
fame kind, the produce of the fifhe- 
ries of Hanfeatic towns, or of other 
the moft favoured nations, are or fhall 
be fubjeét, in the fame cafe. 

IL, 

The manufa€ture of candles and 
tapers, of {permaceti, fhall be permit- 
ted in France, as that of other cane 
dies and tapers. 

IV. 

Corn, wheat, rye, rice, peafe, 
beans, lentils, flax-feed, and other 
feeds, flour, trees, and fhrubs, pot-afh 
and pearl-afh, fkins and fur of bea- 
ver, raw hides, furs and peltry, and 
timber, brought from the united 
ftates direétly into France, in French 
veffels, or in thofe of the united ftates, 
fhall not be fubjeét but to a duty of 
one-eighth per cent. on their value. 


Veffels, built in the united ftates, 
and fold in France, or purchafed by 
Frenchmen, fhall be exempt from all 
duties, on proof that they were built 
in the united ftates. 

VI. 

Turpentiae, tar, and pitch, the 
produce of the united ftates of Ame- 
rica, and brought dire¢tly into France, 
in French vefiels, or in thofe of the 
united ftates, fhall pay only a duty of 
two and a half per eent. on their va- 
lue : and as well the duties mentioned 
in this, as in the fourth article, fhall 
be exempt from all addition of fous 
per livre. 
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VIL 

The exportation of arms of all 
forts. and of gunpowder, for the 
united {tates of America, fhall be 
always permitted in French veffels, 
or in thofe of the united ftates, pay- 
ing, for the arms, aduty of oneeighth 
per cent. on their value; and gun- 
powder, in that cafe, fhall be exempt 
from all duty, on giving a cautionary 
bond. 

Vill. 

Papers, of all forts, even - 
hangings and coloured papers, wee 
board, and books, fhall be exempt 
from all duties, on their embarka- 
tion for the united ttates of America, 
in French veffels, or in thofe of the 
united ftates, and fhall be entitled, 
in that cafe, to a reftitution of the 
fabrication dutieson paper and pafte- 
board. 

IX. - 

The admiralty duties, on the veffels 

of the united ftates, entering into or 

oing out of the ports of France, 
fhall not be levied but conformably 
with the edi& of the month of June 
laft. in the cafes therein provided for, 
and with the letters patent of the 
tenth of January, one thoufand feven 
hundred and feventy, for the objects, 
for which no provifion fhall have 
been made by the faid edict: his 
majefty referving to himfelf, more- 
over, to make known his intentions, 
as to the manner in which the faid 
duties fhall be levied, whether in 


Proportion to the tonnage of the 


veflels, or otherwife, as alfo to fim- 
plify the faid duties of the admi- 
ralty, and to regulate them, as far 
as fhall be poffible, on the principle 
of reciprocity, as foon as the orders 
fhall be com; Veted, which were given 
by his majeity, according to the 
twenty-fixth article of the hid edict 
of the month of June daft. 


The entrepot (ar ftoring) of all 
the productions anJ merchandife of 
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the united ftates, thall be peril: 
ted for fix months in all the ports of 
France, open to the commerce of her 
colonies ; and the faid entrepot thal 
be fubjeét only to a duty of om 
eighth per cent. a 








vantages 
France ¢ 
and in th 
vided, al 

. . have bee 
To favour the exportation of arms in fome 


hardware, jewelry, and bonnetry*, of 





His 
wool and of cotton, coarfe woollens MM yj. je d 
fmall draperies, and ftuffs of cottonfll | rance 
of all forts, and other merchandifelll 55ers ¢ 
of French fabric ; which thall be fene I sominid 
to the onited itates of America jn porn ( 
French veffels, or in thofe of the unit. nities, 
ed ftates—his majefty referves to him. J natters 
felf to grant encouragements, which [jd all 
fhall be immediately regulated in be 3 


his council according to the nature 
of each of the faid merchandifes, 
XI. 
As to other merchandifes, not men 





samira 


potted ' 


tioned in this aét, brought direély Don 
into France from the united ftates, in t 
their, or in French veftiels, or carried a 
from France to the faid united ftates, 0 
in French veflels, or in thofe of the V 
united ftates—and with refpect to al HM (Signe 
commercial conventions whatfoever— 
his majefty wills and ordains that th 
citizens of the united ftates enjoy 
in France the fame rights, privileges, Law 
and exemptions, with the fubjeéts of fup 
his majetty, faving the execution of for 
what is provided in the ninth artick Ca 
hereof, ber 
XIE. 

His majefty grants to the citizens N 
and inhabitants of the united ftates, n 
all the advantages which are enjoy-HR eet 


ed, orwhich may be hereatter enjoy> 
ed, by the mott favoured nations, in 
his colonies of America; and more- 
over, his majeity affures to the faid 


lot, 

NOTE. tend 

the 

* This term includes bonnets, the 
ftockings, focks, under-waiftcoats, ia S 


drawers, gloves, and mittens, as fold 
by the bonnetiers, 






















‘tizens and inhabitants of the uni- 
ed (tates, all the privileges and ad- 
vantages, which his own fubjeéts of 
France enjoy, or fhali enjoy, in Afia, 
and in the feas leading thereto ; pro- 
vided, always, that their veffels thall 
have been fitted out and difpatched 
in fome port of the united ftates. 

His majefty commands and orders 
ML. le duc de Penthievre, admiral of 


COttOnM | ance the intendants and commif- 
handife jorers de parti, in the provinces, the 
¢ fene I ommifioners de parti, for the obfer- 
Na in MF pacion of the ordinances in the admi- 


Cunit- MM nities, the officers of the admiralties, 
© him. natters of the ports, judges de traites, 
Which xid all others,to whom it fhall belong, 
red in 0 be aiding in the execution of the 





prefent regulation; which fhall be 
regiftered in the offices of the faid 
admiralties, read, publifhed, and 
potted, wherever fhall be neceffary. 





rote Done in the king’s council of 
tes, In ftate, his majetty prefent, held 
aried at Verfailles, the twenty ninth 
fates, of December, one thoufand fe- 
f . ven hundred and eighty-feven. 
toa 


(Signed,) Le Cte. de la LUZERNE. 


at the -0- @Oa2-0- 

CNyoy 

leges, Law cafe, tried and determined, at a 
cts ot fupreme court of law and ¢ uity, 
mn ot for the diftri® of Newbern North 
rtick f iprid 2 ’ 


Carolina, on the 30th of Novem- 
ber, 1787. 


N the courfe of term came on a- 


ates, mong other matters, a caufe in 
J°¥° BE cjectment which had been of long 
YOY? BE anduncommon expetttation, betweea 
inn William Bayard, and Elizabeth, his 


wife, againft Spvers Singleton, for 
the recovery of a valuable houfe aad 
lot, with a wharf, and other appur- 
tenances, fituate in Newbern—both 
the plaintiff and defendant admitted 
the title of the premifes to have been 
ia Samuel Cornell, efg. at aad before 
the time when the indspendence ot 
the ftate comunenced. 
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The cafe appeared to be this— 
mr, Cornel], once an inhabitant of 
Newbern, leaving his family, toge- 
ther with the premifes in queftion, 
and a variety of property therein, 
took fhipping on the roth of Au. 
guft 1775,and went to Great Britain, 
where he continued till fome time in 
the latter part of the year 1777, 
when he came to New York, then 
occupied by a Britifh garrifon; and, 
as a Britith fubject, went from thence 
and arrived in Newbern on the 1;th 
of December, 1777, under the pro- 
te€tion of a Britith flag. 

His principal defign in going to 
that ftate, at that time, was to take 
his wife and family with him, to re- 
fide under the Britifh government, if 
he did not find our new government 
agreeable to his wifhes. Not being 
pleafed with the appearanceof things, 
there, and thereupon preparing to 
leave the ftate, and to carry with 
him his wife and family, he execut- 
ed, on board the vefiel he came in, a 
deed to his daughter, one of the 
plaintiffs (under which they claim) 
for the premifes in queftion, on the 
igth of December, 1777. 

This deed, for the purpofe of ex- 
ecution, had been handed to him 
without a date, and being afked what 
date he chofe ir thould bear, he hefi- 
tated, and faid he would look at the 
copy of a bill which was then in his 
poffeffion, which bill he underitood 
to be on its paflage in the legiflature, 
for confifcating the property of all 
perfons of hisdefcription, who fhould 
not, within alimited time. come into 
the ftate, and be made citizens there- 
of, which bill afterwards,in the fame 
feflion, pafled into alaw. Afterlook- 
ing at the aforefaid copy of that bill, 
he chofe that the deed fhould bear 
date on the 11th of the fame month, 
being the day he arrived in the har- 
bour of Newbern; which deed was 
accordingly dated that day. After 
which mr. Cornell retired with his 
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family from the ftate; and from 
thenceforth, lived and died a Britifh 
yy cenpece the Britifn government. 
pon an iflue of not guilty, 
under the common rule, the jury, 
confiftent with the charge of the 
court, wherein all the judges gave 
their opinions, /eriatim, but unani- 
moufly, found the defendant not 
ilty of the trefpafs and ejectment 
ee forth in the plaintiffs’ declaration. 

This cafe was argued on both fides 
of the queftion, by counfel of the firft 
eminence. And the caufe chiefly 
turned on the point of alienage in 
mr. Cornell. For having, from his 
birth to the time of his . been 
always a Britifh fubjeét, and having 
always lived under the Britifh go- 
vernment, he owed allegiance to the 
king of Great Britain, and confe- 
quently, was never a citizen of that, 
or any other of the united ftates, nor 
owed allegiance thereto. For when 
there, ar the time of the tranfaction 
aforementioned, he was under the 
— of a Britifh flag. That 

¢ was, therefore, in contemplation 
of law, as much an alien, and at the 
time of executing the deed, and from 
the time of our independence, as 
much an alien enemy, as if we had 
been an independent nation, for any 
number of years or ages, before the 
commencement of the war which was 
then carried on. 

That it is the policy of all na- 
tions and ftates, that the lands with- 
in their government, fhould not be 
held by foreigners. And therefore 
it is a general maxim, that the alle- 
giance of a perfon who holds land, 
ought to be as permanent to the go- 
vernment under which he holds it, as 
the tenure of the foil itfelf. That 
therefore bythe civil, as well as by 
ahe common law of England, aliens are 
incapacitated to hold lands. For that 
purpofe, the civil law has made con- 
tracts with aliens, void. The law of 


England, which we have adopted, al- 


lows them to purchafe, but Lubjers 
them to forfeiture immediately ; onl 
does not allow an alien enemy any 
political rights at all. 

That the premifes in queftion, 
upon thefe invariable principles of 
law, could not, from a time our 
wer seqee commenced, have been 

eld by mr. Cornell: becaufe thar 
in confequence of his owing no al. 
legiance to the ftate, he had no capa. 
city to hold them ; and according to 
the letter of the law of the land 
they muft have confequently been 
forfeited to the fovereignty of the 
ftate. ‘That the act of confifcation, 
in which mr. Cornell was exprefsly 
named—and, more particularly, the 
aét which efpefcially dire¢ted the fale 
of the very premifes in queftion—mug 
have been at leaft as effectual in vet. 
ing them in the ftate, as any office, 
found according to the praétice in 
England, cangge for vefting any for. 
feited property in the king. 

That the circumftances and limit. 
ed privileges of perfons, who were fent 
out of the ftate undes a particular 
act of the general affembly, are not 
— to this cafe. ‘That the 
cafe in Vattel, of the majority of 
the inhabitants of any country deli- 
berately diffolving their old gover. 
ment, and fetting up a new one, is 
neither in reafon, nor in the more 
effential circumftances, any way fimi- 
lar to this cafe. That Calvin's cafe, 
reported in Coke, does by no means 
reach the leading and charatteriftic 
circumftances of this cafe. 

The defendant held under a title 
derived from the fate, by a deed from 
a {uperintendant commifiioner ofcon- 
fifcated eftatres. On the decifion of 
this caufe, in favourof the defendant, 
the remaining twenty-feven caufes, 
depending in the fame court, and 
fubfitting upon fimilar, or lefs fub- 
ftantial grounds, were all {wept off 
the docket, by nonfuits vceluntarily 


fuffered. 








ans 
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{ bint to the farmers of Penn{ylvania, 


HE ufe of plaifter of Paris is 

becoming very general in this 
fate, 2s a manure for meadow round, 
and for worn-out lands of all kinds ; 
but unlefs fome care is taken in the 
management of the lands afterwards, 
on which this powder is fprinkled, 
t willdo more harm than good. In 
Germany, where it was firft ufed as 
, manure, it isa common faying, that 
« jt makes rich children but poor 
srand-children ;”” owing to the ex- 
saufting of the earth of its fertility, 
by the plentiful crops it procures, in 
afew years. ‘Tou rftand the mean- 
ing of this remark, 1 hall obferre, 
that plaifter of Paris, lime, and marle, 
act only as medicines or cordials upon 
land. They give it a temporary 
activity, which is always followed 
with weaknefs and barrennefs after- 
wards, unlefs it be prevented by large 
quantities of dung or ftable manure, 
which is the only proper food of the 
arth. To obviate the inconvenien- 
ces of the ufe of the above mentioned 
cordials, it is abfolutely neceflary 
to give back to the earth, in dung, 
all that is taken from it in grafs or 
grain. ‘The greater the crops pro- 
duced by the plaifter of Paris, the 
greater quantity of ftable manure 
thould be fpread upon the land 
which produces them. If land, 
that has been recovered by the ufe 
of plaster of Paris, is treated in this 
way, its fertility will laft to the end 
of time. 

-- &@ @ @ -s- 


On the use of drift land at manure. 


Mr. Printer, 
I HAVE a meadow and part of 
acommon field, lying near a brook 
that is often flooded; the bottom of 
the brook isa tharp gravel and fand, 
which, ina crooked courfe, are ofter 
thrown up fo as to impede the cur- 


rent. lalways had obferved, that 
floods, fo far from benefiting my 
meadow, were rather prejudicial, con- 
trary to what is known and obferved 
of fome rivers, where the overflowings 
enrich and make the grafs better and 
more in quantity. It being neceffary 
to clear the brook, and great quan- 
tities of ftuff being brought to land, 
I was induced to try what effect it 
would have, laid on my meadow, 
and my arable land, being then young 
grafs, after white oats: accordingly, 
it was thrown firft out as much as 
poffible, near the banks of the brook, 
and, after lying a day or two to drain 
off the wet, it was carted both on 
the meadow and the clover. It aéted 
on my clover in an extraordinary 
manner, producing a greater crop 
than | had ever had before; nor did 
it lofe its effeét on the wheat, which 
followed the clover, having nearly 
two facks more on an acre than lever 
had before. On my meadow it aét- 
ed better the fecond year than the 
firft; and this year was confiderably 
benefitted by it. Thusl removed a 
troublefome nuifance; and in the 
room of it, procured a confiderable 
advantage to my farm. I need not 
tell you, I thall conftantly purfue 
the fame plan, whenever the fiream 
fhall drive me down fufficient ma- 
nure, as | now call it, for my par- 


pote, 
-° = = &-o- 


On the w/e of pulverifed bomet as manure. 


HAVE been exceedingly enter- 

tained with the refult of an expe- 
riment | inftituted laft fpring, whilft 
I direéted my attention to the fubjeét 
of manures. As | was one day walk- 
ing in the held, I faw the bones of a 
cow that had died with a diftemper, 
and which had acquired, by long ex- 
pofure to the air and rain, a degree 
of whiteaefs, and had lo® their ori- 
ginal firmoefs—1 ignorantly imagia- 
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ed, from their colour, that they might; 
by calcination, or burning, be re- 
duced to lime. As it was winter 
time, and I had but little to do, I 
had them all hauled up to my houfe, 
where [ made a large kre, and put the 
bones into it: they remained there 
red hot nearly three hours; they were 
now very white and ealy pulverable, 
but had fcarce any of the properties 
of lime. However, that I might not 
have all my labour in vain, Lreduced 
as many of them to powder as would 
filla half-peck, refolving to try their 
efficacy as manure—I meafured off 
three equal parcels of ground; on 
the firft I fowed a mixture of grafs- 
feed and the powdered bones (in the 
proportion of one bufhel and an half 
to an acre ;) on the fecond, 1 fowed 
the fame with an equal mixture of 
plaifter of Paris, and the bones, in 
the fameproportion: and on the third 
1 only varied the experiment, by 
ufing a little of the platiter of Paris, 
without addition; all the reft of the 
meadow was fown with the fame feed, 
without any manure. After it had 
gown on all chree to fuch height, as 
to make any difference difcoverable, 
I took two farmers, who had long 
been ufed to mow good grafs, to view 
my patches; they thought that there 
was a manifett difference between the 
middle patch and the two others— 
having, as they faid, produced far the 
beft grafs: for my part, 1 confefs I 
could not decifively conclude upon 
the fuperiority of either ; but | have 
fcarce any doubt, but that powdered 
benes, at leaft when mixed with 
plaifter of Paris, would be found an 
excellent manure for meadow—and 
Ifancy much cheaper than plaifier of 
Paris. Before it can come into gene- 
ral ufe, it will require that its’ vir- 
tues be confirmed by future experi- 
ments, and on a larger fcale ; | there- 
fore would be pleafed that you 
would endeavour, to inform fuch of 
your friends of this experiment, as 


Method of preventing the deftraSion of apple-trees, 


are fond of agricultural enquiries, } 
have been told by a gentleman lately 
from Europe, that the earth of hones 
is not looked upon now to be of th 
nature of lime-itanes, but thatit real, 
ly has a greater refemblance to piai- 
fter of Paris, than was before ima. 
gined : to underitand the proof of jt 
he faid, required aknow leage of che. 
miltry ; but, as! have never ftudied 
that icience, 1 did not requeit it of 
him. 
> DD S>S>> +4” 


Method of preventing the de firuion of 


apple trees by canker worms, 


HE infects, from which the 

canker worms are produced, 
are hid in the yround, near the rootof 
the tree, not tar from the furface, 
and make their appearance as foon 3 
the fnow is off, and the top of the 
ground foft, (which fometimes hap 
pens as eatly as February), ‘he 
males have wings, and frequently fy 
directly to the limb., without touch 
ing the body of the tree; fortunate 
ly, the females have none, but are; 
very clumfy hug, and very eaily 
ftopped by tarring the tree. To do 
this with fuccefs, it is very neceflary, 
that the tar made ufe of, be of a pro- 
per confiftence ; if it be very thick, 
it will beimpoflible to lay i on with- 
out fir heating it; which mekes it 
forma hard furtace when cold, that 
fuffers the bug to pafs over without 
difficulty. Some endeavour to :eme- 
dy this inconvenience, by mixing 
train-oil with thetar; bet the thin 
kind of tar, without cil, is far pre- 
ferable: if this be expoied to the 
fun through the day, it will be fuf- 
ficiently feft to be laid on with a 
brufh. "Tis beft, the rough bark 
fhonld be firft fcraped off with a 
hoe, or forme other convenient inftra- 
ment, and the tae pot round the tee, 
about four inches wide ; this opera- 
ticn mult be repeated every day, 
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when the ftate of the ground will 

rmit them to move, till they have 
done going up. [tis not common 
that the weather permits them to ftir 
tijl the middle, and often, not till 
the latter end, of March; when that 
;, the cafe, and the weather continues 
warm, they will all be out of the 

ound in about fourteen days; but 
3s they are commonly interrupted 
vith fnow or cold, it will generally 
be neceflary to far as many as twen- 
y times, and fometimes more. The 
me that is generally chofen to be- 
fin, is about two hours before fun- 
xt, (which is the time the infeéts be- 
fin to move) and if not finifhed till 
in hour after the fun is down (after 
the firft time) it is immaterial, for 
the tar that is already on the tree, 
fottened by the warmth of the fun, 
will be fufficient to ftop them till that 
time. 1am fenfible there have been 
feveral objections to this method of 
tarring, viz. that it is attended with 
trouble and expenfe ; that it injures 
the tree, and, afterall, that it is in- 
efectual. As to the expenfe, a bar- 
rel of tar is fufficient for an orchard 
that will make an hundred barrels of 
cider; and four perfons, in two hours, 
will be able to tar the whole once; 
allowing this to be repeated twenty 
times, the expenfe cannot be great; 
and experience has fafficieatly proved 
that it does not injure the tree—I 
know of feveral orchards that have 
been tarred (as often as the worms 
vilited them) for twenty years, and 
could never perceive any injury done 
them ; on the contrary, I know of 
fone others in the fame neighbour- 
hood, that have not been tarred, en- 
tirely deftroyed by the worms. If 
the tree be thrifty, it will be necef- 
ary, fome time in the fummer fol- 
bwing, to f{crape off the tar, or make 
ifew incifions through it, to prevent 
te bark from being confined. That 
ithas ever proved ineffectual, I be- 
leve no one can produce an inftance, 


where proper fteps have been taken ; 
but where it has failed, it has beea 
owing to improper management of 
want of perfeverance. 

Portjmouth, February, 1788. 


96> > SE SD] ~~ 


On the preparation and advantage of 


Jumach berries, 


T has long fince been the prattice 

among the natives of this conti- 
nent, to fubftitute the fumach berry 
for tobacco, and the fecret was late- 
ly tranfmitted into hurope; in con- 
fequence of which it has become fo 
univerfally efteemed by people of fa- 
fhion and fortune, that very large 
fums have recently been offered to 
gentlemen of mercantile profeflions, 
for this valuable, much admired, and 
common produétion of nature. Iam 
told by country farmers, who know 
its utility only as a dye, that it may 
be collected by the peafants and poor 
people for one guinea per barrel ; 
if fo, furely it would be a ftaple com- 
modity, and one very much to be 
encouraged, as a remittance to differ- 
ent parts of Europe, when it is af- 
ferted from unimpeached authori- 
ty to command a fum equivalent to 
five pounds, twelve fhillings, this 
currency. As a farther encomium on 
the fumach, I can affure you, that 
the greateit connoifleurs in this, and 
many other refpectable and populous 
towns in this ftate, give it the pre- 
ference to the belt manufactured 
Virginia tobacco; moreover, they 
publicly declare, that fince they have 
fmoaked this ordinary berry, the 
fume of tobacco has become obnox- 
ious to them in the highelt degree. 
The eafieft and indeed the only me- 
thod to be purfued in preparing the 
fumach, to a ftate proper for {mok- 
ing, is, to procure it in the month 
of November, expofe it fome time 
to the open air, fpread very thin on 
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canvas, fubfequent to which, dry it 
in an oven, one third heated; after 
you have completed the progrefs of 
cure thus far, fpread it again on can- 
vas, as before; there let it remain 
twenty-two hours, when it will be 
agoary fit for ufe, and confequent- 
y in a ftate proper for exportation. 
Whoever will put this into execution, 
after its having arrived to a proper 
degree of maturity, and undergone 
the requifite procefs, will find it per- 
fe&tly anfwer all the qualifications 
of the above-mentioned plant, fo 
much in repute with gentlemen fond 
of amufing themfelves with a pipe. 
All the other purpofes intended to be 
anfwered by tobacco, are to enliven 
the fpirits, and caufe a copious evacua- 
tion of that juice, denominated, by 
medical gentlemen, faliva; all thefe 
ends are fully anfwered by the fu- 
mach ; it will upon the firlt effay 
prove itfelf capable of producing the 


defired effect. 
A native of America. 

P.S. The fumach has been dif- 
covered to be poffefled of very pow- 
erful antifeptic properties. Medical 

ntlemen of the firft obfervation, 
Ste afferted and proved it manifeit- 
ly a ftrong refifter of putrefaction ; 
it is frequently employed as a gargle 
in that {pecies of cynhanche, denomi- 
nated maligna, or putrid ulcerated 
fore throat, and with very falutary 
confequences. § New York, 1788. 
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Meditations on a tea-pot, 


T certainly may be excufed, if 
men are Censtinen vifonary (the 


wifeft and beft being often fo) and 
carry their fpeculations beyond the 
bounds of reality ; and fanciful peo- 
ple, by right reafon, can never be 
convinced of their miftakes. Pray, 
reader, be ferious while I fet down 
one of my reverics. 


What is the world, faid I to m 
Y: 

felf, but a large china ware-houfe? Bnoh cele 
And what is man, who makes fy ner fin 
ufeful a part of it, but a china jeg - Here J 
pot ? St. Paul fays, man is of th “+ he 
earth, earthly; divines call him Bee One t 
tenement of clay; philofophers ang “th 
phyficians affert that the ftamina ojf§ A we 
the human body are mere earth MB omer, 
chymifts find, by an analyfis, that Efop- 
white earth is all that remains of ug 
at the bottom of the crucible; the 
preacher, in his elegant fketch of 
anatomy and of our diffolution, ex. 

refles it, the pitcher (Or water-pot) is 

roken at the fountain. But to pro. 
ceed. 

In this faid warebou/e we fee things, 
of the fame materials and compoi- 
tion, though differently modified, 
Thefe are ranged only in different 
orders; each in its own, fome in 
higher and fome in more inferior fe 
tions, fome of fixer clay, and of mor 
gaudy ou‘fides, {ome made to honow 
and fome to difhonour. But alas! 
all are alike, as to colour and mak 
of parts within; and both high ani 
low are fubjeét to the fame difatters 
though not equally ; the high being 
more out of reach; but thofe that MF ofa la 
are higher are liable to greater falls, HM \ike th 
and to be broken into {maller frag: i as 
ments ; all alike muft be mended by what 
the fame ways and means, if mended greatet 
at all; and when not to be mended, 3nd as 
muft meet with one common fate, be 
{wept among the mafs of things MM , wape 
and forgotten. 

As to man, the tea-pot, the epitome 
of this warehoufe, who makes fo re. 
— a figure init, was he not 

ormed out of c/ay, like his brother ? 
Was he not originally manufaétured 
in the Afiatic country ? Is he not 
equally brittle in his texture, as eafi- 
ly broken, and, when broken, does 
he not as readily return to, and mix 
with earth, his firft principle ? And 
this analogy has been very happily 
and juftly confidered by one of out 
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5 the I is femblance, contain the fir elements, 
ch of I ir and water, earth and fire ? Isit not, 
D, ex. Ty well as man, devoted moftly to the 
































fervice of women, who, after thofe 
inciples are exhaufted, pay as little 
to either as to a potter's common 
urtben veffel? Has it not been ob- 
erved, that foreigners have been often 
nore courted and had higher places 
fhiened then, than our own natives? 
is not every teapot, of external 
excellence, from the Indies, placed in 
the moft confpicuous place, and more 
prized than any ot our home commo- 
dities, though equally ftrong, ufefal, 
and handfome? What is anabob, but 
alarge rich china jar, or, if you pleafe, 
a wapot, finely ornamented, though 
ft only for fhow in the drefling room 
ofalady? Is not his exotic drefs, 
like the outfide figures of ax India 
aefel, both alluring and engaging? 
What is a citizen, but a seaport of 
greater magnitude, ready to receive, 
and as ready to pour out what he 
receives? What is a tradefman, but 
i teapet of coarfer ware—and fit only 
for common ufe, who, when cracked, 
is treated with carelefinefs, and when 
broken (nO Uncommon incident to a 
tradefman) is counted as dist, and 
configned to oblivion, among the 
fragments of plebeian earthen ware ? 
It not a fine lady a veflel of penciled 
hina? Is not her reputation as frail ? 
Can you folder up the fawseither of 
the ome or the other fo completely as 
not to be pried into, and commented 
on? If awhite lead repair the ble- 
mithes of a dady’s face, does it not 
alfo repair the cracks and defects of 
Vol. UI. No. IV. 
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china? And are not both liable to 
a failure in the fame places, where 
were mended before ? 
then mortal man be a teapot, in 
this world of china ware, would ic 
not be a laudable cuftom, to try fuffi- 
ciently the ware we want, to be tha 
fighted with regard to defetts, before 
we buy—and wink wilfully at, or be 
blind to defects, after the ware is cal- 
led our own—fuit as we ring—and exe 
amine fufj veflels before we pur- 
chafe them—and pretend not to fee 
afterwards thofe parts that are cloud- 
ed with impurities? And might not 
this | ripe prevent that loathing 
and diflike we thew to Aving veffels, 
which for fome time have ornamented 
our houfes, and made a confiderable, 
at leaft a Jowy part of our furniture, 
and not treat thofe faid living veffels 
as we do a piece of walgar china ware, 
fuffering them to be foiled with dirt, 
and placed fo low as to be infulted 
by every common broom ? 

No wonder, gentle reader, after 
thofe fublime meditations, that I 
fhould fancy myfelf A TEA-POT. 

2S eao-o- 

An oration in praife of ignorance. De- 
livered at the commencement in the 
univerfity of Penn{ylvania, Fuly 4, 
1781; being the anniverfary of the 
declaration of indcpendence. 

T is an objervation made by wif- 

dom, and it is alfo the declaration 
of experience, that “‘ he who increaf- 
eth knowledge, increafeth forrow :** 
and yet fo far are mankind from pay- 
ing any attention to it, that we find 
there are {chools, academies, colleges, 
univerfities (and a Dutch divine, in 
neighbouring ftate, has lately added 

a gymaafium to the lift) erefted for the 

purpofe of increafing knowledge ; 

as if ourforrows could not be fuffci. 
ently numerous, without the affiftance 
of art. My intention is to deftroy, if 
poflible, thefe pefts of fociety, and to 
point oat the advagtages which flow 
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from igworance.—Ignorance! thou 
balm of life, and forrow-foothiog 
_power ! parentof hope, andenemy of 
cate ! on thee I call for infpiration, 
and invoke thine aid while 1 cele- 
brate thy praife—difplay thy power, 
‘and attempt to prove, that all other 
fources of felicity are fleeting and fal- 
Jacious. 
“Knowledge appears to have origi- 
‘nated from envy, and that envy to 
have been feated in the devil's breatt. 
«* Ye fhall be as gods, knowing good 
and evil,”? was his artfal infinuation 
to deprive our firft parents of their 
happinefs. Deceived by him, they ate 
** Of that forbidden tree, whofe mor- 
tal tafte 
‘* Brought fin into the world, and all 
our woes.” * 
While Adam was ignorant, he was 
a gentleman: but knowledge reduced 
him to the neceffiry oflabouring hard 
for a fubfiftence, and even paradife 
loft all its charms. The beauteous 
mother of mankind, who, in igno- 
rance, was happy in the fmiles of her 
hufband, and had no care but to re- 
gale herfelf with the fweets of Eden, 
as foon as information entered her 
breait, became a difconfolate femp- 
ftrefs in the midift of the wildernefs. 
She was afhamed of her knowledge ; 
and fhe blathed. She was mortined 
by its confequences ; and her tongue 
learned the language of infincerity, 
that it might deny the feelings of her 
heart. This was the origin of know- 
ledge ; and thefe were fome of the firft 
attendants upon improvement in {ci- 
ence! How much happier had been 
or lot, had our firft parents obeyed 
the dictates of nature, and remained 
in ignorance! | fay obeyed the di@ates 
of nature; for fhe clearly tcaches us 
to feck for happinefs in ignorance 
alone. Need I produce a proof of 
this? Obferve your children: are 
they born fcholats? no; nor do they 
with tobe fuch. See, with what fpor- 
tive mirth they-play around the par- 
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lour while indulged in ignoranc. 
but the moment you attempt to teag 
them, their countenances change. 
their {welling bofoms heave a dread 
ful figh—and the tears which trick} 
down their cheeks, tell you the for. 
rows of their hearts. How doesa: 
holiday enliven their -fpirits, and 
what raptures do they difcover, the in 
ftant their pedagogue difmiffes them | 
—Never did town-meeting refound 
with louder acclamations, on pafling 
refolutions for the regulation of com. 
merce, than the ftreet does upon their 
releafe from the fchool room, Ip 
thefe young minds, there is no dif. 
guife: thefe children aé themfelve; - 
and the plain language of their con. 
duct is, that learning is repugaant to 
nature, and that wedeftroyt ir hap. 
pinefs, by adding to their knowledge, 
Mamma too will help to vindicate the 
trath of our affertion ; for althouz 
fhe feels not the force of the impret. 
fion, yet fhe knows its operation o 
the child. If mafter mifbehave, fh: 


threatens him with being fent to § 


fchool : if he will not go to fleep, mr. 
Birch, the tutor, is to be fent for. 
What is this, but acknowledging that 
both the inflitution and the initruc. 
tor are enemies to our happinefs? 

Thus, moft refpeftable audience, 
you fee that nature fpeaks the fame 
language both in young and old; 
and that in vain do we feek forcom- 
fort, while fcience is cultivated a. 
mong us. 

The hiftory of the church will fur- 
nifh another proof that knowledge 
is prejudicial. What fweet tranqui- 
lity did fhe enjoy in the days of ig- 
norance !—how lovingly did chril- 
tians go to heaven together! but no 
fooner had thofe incendiaries, Luther 
and Calvin, infpired the vulgar with 
a thirft for edeotentlon: than fire, 
{word, and perfecution raged with 
relentlefs fury, and {wept off milli- 
ons of mankind. Such bitternefs of 
fpitit immediately took place,as made 
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each party fix thefate of its oppo- 
fers, and doom them to perdition : 
nor could the father of the church 

tan end tothe miferies of his be- 
loved children, though he was armed 
with all the terrors of an inquifiti- 
on. The tranflation of the fcriptures 
jnto a known language baffled all 
his attempts to reftore their former 
ignorance, and produced fuch an 
endlefs variety of fects and opinions, 
as have ever fince difturbed the peace 
of foviety. 

Our paffions furnith a ftriking hint 
in favour of ignorance; for why 
thould they fo ftrongly impel us to 
diffipation, if knowledge, to which it 
is anavowed enemy, were of any ufe ? 
Js not their language the fame with 
that of Solomon (who knew a great 
deal, for the day in which he lived) 
“ in much wifdom is much grief; 
‘and he, that increafeth knowledge, 
«¢ increafeth forrow ?” 

And what, atter all, is this mighty 
thing, called knowledge, to attuin 
which we muft throw away feveral 
of the beft years of our lives, and 
endanger our conftitutions, by expo- 
fing ourfelves to the inclemency of 
every feafon? Why, forfooth, the 
art of ufing uncommon words, to 
excite the admiration, and perplex 
the underftandings of common peo- 
ple, without conveying one uncom- 
mon idea, What advantage can be 
derived from phyficians ufing the 
words mattication and deglutition in- 
ead of chewing and {wallowing ; 
or the lawyer’s covering, with the 
terms replication, rejoinder, demur- 
ree (and others equally infignificant) 
the arts by which he conjures your 
money into his own pocket? Indeed, 
| muft confefs, | have heard of one 
inftance, in which the ufe of what 
the vulgar call a hard word has been 
of fervice :—A divine once mention- 
ed metaphyfics in his fermon, and a 
woman in the congregation was very 
happy upon hearing it; for the fup- 


pofed him to mean, that the gofpe’ 
was good for both meat and phy/ic : 
bar for the confolation this afforded, 
fhe was more indebted to her igno- 
rance, than to any thing elfe, 

Of all kinds of learning, philofo- 
phy conceals the beft fund of ftu- 

idity under a fhew of very great 

nowledge. What does the profef- 
for of this fcience mean by his hy- 
droftatics, pneumatics, optics, aftro- 
nomy, &c.? Why, truly, to inform 
you that water will not run up-hill 
—that the wind blows fometimes 
one way, and fometimes another— 
and that there are ftarsin the firma- 
ment, whofe diftance and fize he 
kaows nothing about. 

It will be worth while to attend a 
little to the purfuits of philofophers. 
See the great fir Ifaac Newton, 
gravely fitting over a tub of water, 
with a pipe in his mouth, blowing 
air- bubbles ; and at other times drop- 

ing pebbles from the top of Sr. 

‘aul’s tteeple, both which a boy of 
twelve years old could have done 
full as well as he: but this is phi- 
lofophy. I have heard of his being 
fo bufily engaged in thinking of fome 
philofophical tricks, that he made 
ufe of a lady’s finger inftead of a to- 
bacco ftopper: and yet this fame 
fir Ifaac, (with all his nonfenfe and 
inattention to politenefs) is faid to 
have been a good fcholar and a great 
philofopher. Follow the virtuofo; 
fee what a dance a butterfly can lead 
him ; and with what care he faves 
a moth, which all the world betides 
himfelf would with fhould be de- 
ftroved : he is a phil:/opher.—There’s 
another.—A_ man who thinks of no- 
thing under heaven but amiguity :— 
he has « large ettate in ancient coins, 
and yet can hardly find money enough 
to goto market :—he would give an 
hundred guineas (if he had them) for 
the male tick, which was preferved ia 
Noah's ark, and thrice that fun for 
an authentic copy of the deed by 
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Such are the fons of {fcience!— 
Bleffed i ! ghy votaries know 
no fuch fach tvils as thefe. 


haranguing on the ‘advantages of 
reer ay. 7 in many parts of the 
wosld, have had much fuccefs: but 
it mutt give infinite fatisfaction to 
every lover of his country, to fee 
that the fenfe of America will 
baffle their attempt: amongft us. Here 
no man meets with tefpect on account 
of his knowledge; the teachers of 
the fciences (thofe of dancing hair- 
dreffing, and millinery excepted) are 
held in the utmoft contempt, and 
ranked with the lowelt of the 
Should our prefent fondnefs tor ig- 
norance continoe, America may be- 
come the pepe the worl 2 
encourage us in this expectation, 
us briefly review fome of the advan- 
tages we have already derived from it. 
All the kill of Bridth financier 
has only ferved to faddle their nation 
with a debt of two hundred millions 
of pounds fterling; while America, 
ignorant of the fubjeft, has reduced 
a debt of two hundred millions of Spa- 
nith milled dollars to lefs than five. 
Again: while we remained igno- 
rant of the true nature of a circu- 
lating medium of trade, our legifla- 
-_ — ftamp what ones they 
thought proper, upon a pa- 
per :—it became a penny, + Spanih 


milled dollar, a pound, a half je- 
hannes of Portugal,—or thing 
elfe at their fle but the mo- 


ment we were informed of its in- 
trinfic worth, the imaginary value 
vanifhed, and the rag dwindled into 
its original infignificance. 

Here we have the moft incontefti- 
ble evidence, that i nee exceeds 
knowledge at leait in the ratio of one 
hundred and feventy-five to one. 

Many other inftances of the be- 
nefits we have received from igno- 


rance might be enumerated ; but thee 
fhall fufhce, that | may not impom 
upon that patience to which | am ig. 
debted for fo indulgent an attention. 
Upon the whole, whether we torm 
our j ts from the declarations 
of the wifett of men, from the dic. 
Jv arena ona a 
perience » we may conc] » that j 
norance is preferable to k Ma 
and fhould any man be fo 
tunate ~ 9 the latter, it will 
be a ma prudence in him (a 
tr gem. eter 
it. 
Since then all knowledge is at bet 
but vaia— 


Since it not leffens, but ineresin 


pain— 
It is mot evident, we may conclac, 
That in theer ignorance conits aj 


i 
Pa wlll Sil 
more 
Than (nor fo much as) two and two 
make four : 
And therefore, as they care for 


nought that pafies, 


The happteft creatures in the work I 


are afles, 
- © @ @ ~~ 


To the printer of the American Mifean, 
SIR, 

If you think the following deferves 
a place in your publication, pleat 
to infert it. It is one of feveral 
pteces,fimilar in complexion, which 
were written, chiefly, in the courte 
of the late war, as moments of kei. 
fure occurred to the author. They 
were intended for his private a. 
mufement only—not wantonly to 
fport with the feelings of others, 
but to habituate his mind to the 
abhorrence of vice, and the cor- 
templation of virtue. Whatever f- 
verity ,then,may in the come 
pofition, it mutt be remembered’, 


that the vices and follies he psists, 
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bhenting the adage,“ de + 

yo anime .” T. 
Phuladelphia, Mareb 31, 2748. 

Asvee to the rwbabiewet: of the waved 


luton, afew words of advice how to 
court ond merit them are the 
of the following lines. To fuch of 
you as thall afpure to the favour of 
the country yn which you hve, they 
ac humbly offered as the refolt of 
reflexion drawn from experience. 
The old-fathioned miflake, that 
merit is the cnterion fee peblic fa- 
routs, » here exploded. Let no man, 
therefore, be he sauve or foreign- 
er, who looks for — ehntnyee 4 
0 aa axiom fo delefory, and which, 
hse the igets fataes,canonly dauale 
1 milled. Ihe didtates of the con- 
fctence are toO Aude and arbitrary to 
be relifhed by a arw and independent 
pation. As to gretitede, M ought 
peverto be mentioned, but tw 60 up 
4 vaceum in converfation , aad then 
you mult be foreto heed it, as the 
excrefceace of a princspie eafnend!; 
to liberty. The ends of emiamutcd 


, and perch you 
oe the pissecke of Rate-power. A 
feat on the federal floor may next 


reward your jolt expedtations, and 


courage ! a liberal Rate will not fai) 
to blunt the px gnancy of drlappornt 
men by an imcreafed scteation to 
your deferts a: home. 

As there are kowndeels tn all conn. 
t haps, of your return, fome 
pert aly feliuw , preteading to know 
more of you than he ought, may dere 
to talk to yoo of a cordent oc fncer. 
gly utter wm your cars, the shape: 


sores. 

* The prester has taken the liber. 
ty of ocmetrung the name of a deceated 
character, whom the aethor here has 
a ree. * A halter. 
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they have had: but do not be dif- 
mayed ; he only envies your 
fortune. A fmart repartee, though 
it may not difcomfit your enemy, 
will carry you through with eclat— 
fach as, ‘a mifsis as good as a mile,’ 
or the hke. ‘This wiil entitle you to 
the laugh—and ** let Sim laugh that 
wins,” you know. Betides, you are 
not to be toid, what every pettifogger 
knows, that °* pa/fefion is equal to 
eleven points in law;”—you 
not, therefore, be over-{crupulous as 
to the fimple tenareof your eats: if 
you do not hold them de jare, they are 
yours, neverthelefs, de facto; and you 
can give the /pecial matter iw evidence, 
1 will fuppofe you once more in 
the chair ot government: obferve, 
then, that occafional inebriation, 
efpecially if prudently adminiftered in 
the morning, gives a flow to the ani- 
mal fpirits, and quickens the digef- 
tion of fancy: it curbs the difagree- 
ables intruded from the pillow, and 
wili add a dath of fpirit and_brilli- 
ancy to your actions during the day. 
It is a precaution which, fo far from 
impairing y our pretenfions with a dif- 
cerning public, muft render them 
more con{picuous, and enhance their 
value. 1f your perfon be maimed (no 
matter how) andentitled to a crutch, 
you may, now and then, brandifh the 
jatter, and exercife it to advantage, 
over the heads of your council*. It 
wil! exhibit a friking proof of the 
aright of your uxderflanding, in civil 
affairs, and eftablith your reputation 
for difcipline, as commander in chief. 
There is hardly any circumftance, 
however {mall in itfelf, that an in- 
veniive genius may not turn to ac- 
count; and who knows what honours 
you may reap from the free exercife 
of yours, fhould fate kindly fpare 
your valuable life! 
The dignity of the ftate over which 


NOTE. 


* This happened at Augufta. 


ou prefide, will uire a table 
oer 46m may delinee the he 
yourcard, You will thereenjoy pri- 
vileges of indefinite extent, con. 
troulable only by good manners—of 
which, ex officio, you mutt be the 
judge. Should the prefent ftate of 
warfare throw in your way a captive 
officer, his fituation will doubtlef 
command your generous attention, 
and procure him admiffion to your 
hofpitable board. ‘The glafs will ne. 
rily circulate after dinner, warm 
the heart, and give a liberal turn to 
the converfation. If your captive 
guett be an Irifhman, he will be apt 
to pique himfelf upon having you for 
his countryman: but cut his pre. 
fumption fhort, by an immediate re. 
currence to your refpettive fitua. 
tions—he a prifomer, and perhaps, a 
Jubaltern officer; you a governor at 
large, and commander in chief !—lt 
would be a further proof of your con- 
fequence and good breeding, if you 
were to black the Britith king, 
and all his adberents—pointing yout 
fpeech with fome fuch acclamation 
as, * I heartily renounce Ireland for 
ever.” Perhaps he may give you the 
retort courteous, as for inftance, ** in 
the name of all Ireland, by Jafus, 1 
humbly sank you:’—but you can 
eafily filence fuch impertinence, by 
ordering a conftable ¢ to lay the of- 
fender by the heels. Should he be 
fo rude after this as to return your 
politenefs and hofpitality with a chal- 
lenge, you can parry his thruft, with- 
out coming to points: retire behind 
your rank; tell the rapfcallion to 
fend you his king to receive fatisfac- 
tion; for that your dignity would be 
infulted, by entering the lifts witha 
Jubje@. This will confound your an- 
tagonift, and leave youin the quiet 

potleflion of a whole fhin. ; 


NoTE. 


t Accant term, well known in 
drinking. 





( 983 ) 
POEMS: by the late dr. LADD, 
To Amanda, with Emma Corbet. 


MANDA, view the foft, pathetic lines, 
Where tender love and glowing genius fhines ; 
ere Emma weeps ; where haplefs Henry draws, 
The heart+fele tear, in love and virtue’s caufe. 


Yes, Emma weeps ; behold her forrow rife ; 
View the dear dew-drops trembling in her eyes. 
See, round her Henry’s corpfe the mourner moves, 
She dies-—the martyr of unhappy loves. 


So the poor turtle, defolate and lone, 
Breathes to the winds his melancholy moan; 
Mourns his loft love, with many a plaintive coo, 
And fighs his foul out with the fad adieu. 


Amanda, fay—by fuch fad fcenes imprefs'd, 
What gloom pervades the forrow-teeming breatt! 
How weeps the foul! what fighs the bofom {well ! 
Speak, angel-foftnefs, for thou beft canft tell. 


Here oft thy Arouet’s manly bofom glows, 
And the foft tear all fympathetic flows : 
Full oft for Emma, lovely maid, diftrefs’d, 
His tender heart-ftrings vibrate in his breaft : 
For Henry, oft the burfting fighs give place, 
And the foul melts on his impaffion’d face. 


But while, embofom’d in this vale of tears, 
Increafing woe on ev'ry fide appears ; 
If right he bard, Amanda, can divine, 
Fair happinefs thall be for ever thine. 


Th’ indulgent care of providence fhall blefs 
Thy lovely mind, and ward off keen diftrefs. 
Joy thall beam on thee with her fun-fhine rays, 
And peace eternal gild thy happy days. 


-—- @@a-0~ 


Sonnet : Humbly inferibed to the naiads of Afaley river. 
Tune— Maid of the mill,” 
AIL, fweet Athly river, whofe ferpentine flow 
Ai Gives health, and gives pleafure around. 
hail thee, {weet river, for well Ido know 
The charms on thy banks that are found. 


The lovely fair op’ning, that breaks on the fight, 
The profpects, by nothing confin’d, 

Have fill'd my whole foul with ideas of delight— 
Have fir’d and enraptur’d my mind. 














984 Elegy. 


Then O, when the fun-beams refle&t from thy fram, 
In thy neighbourhood may I remain! 

I'll fing of my abfent Amawpwa’s efteem: 
And thou halt re-murmur the ftrain. 


Should any, inquifitive, afk whence belong, 
The foft flowing founds they have heard ; 

O tell them, {weet river, ‘tis Anouer’s fong; 
The plaintive, the forrowful bard. 


--@2a®@-o 
Elegy.—Sacred to the manes of Philander, 
Written on a rainy tempefuous morning, 


O! clouds on clouds, obfequious to the blaft, 
With fpreading gloom the face of heav'n o’ercaft, 
wn pours the rain and thirfty earth receives 
The humid burden—pattering from the eaves, 
Whilft her dark wing, black Melancholy {preads 
O’er ev'ry joy, and wrapsthe mind in fhades, 


Come, heav’n-born mufe, fur tragic fweetnefs knowa, 
Where high thou thadow’ft thy ceerulian throne; 
In this dark hour to lend thy vot'ry aid, 

From brighter realms—defcend, celeitial maid, 
Since none like thee, among the tuneful nine, 
Can melt the foul in fympathy divine : 

Since none like thee, beyond the grave can give. 
The poet’s or the patriot’s name to live. 

Lo, rais'd by thee, the mounting bard would foar, 
Beyond all view—{ublime in tragic lore : 

O come! the great immortal thought infpire, 
That ev’ry line may Fp with native fire. 

Then whilft I fing, for ever facred be 

The lays,—Paitawper, for I fing of thee, 

Thee with dire frowns the ruthlefs fates beheld, 
When o’er thy bark the bellying canvas fwellid ; 
Confign’d by them, Bri tawnta’s fons enflave 
Thofe freeborn youths who prefs th’ Atlantic wave. 


** Oh could I fall,” th’ undaunted brave might fay, 
** In arms of conqneft and the face of day :"” 
* Could l expire,” the peaceful fwain cry, 
** My friends around me, all my ki by ; 
** Then would grim death his friendly + se wear, 
“* Nor all his terrors {hake my foul with fear.” 

But ah! PaitanpeR no fuch bleffing knew; 
No weeping kindred took their laft adieu : 
All anbemoan’d th’ aerial {pirit flies, 
And {wift revifits its paternal fies. 

When the tall oak, amidft tempeftuous m, 
From heav'n’s own thunder fhades the mart broom, 








Vel 








Fragment of an epifile to a frienk, as 


If o’er its head the livid lightnings burft, 
Rive the big trunk, and level it with duft— 
Each fhrub laments the fall—and, full in view, 
A mournful chafm—tells them where it grew :— 
So fell Philander : and where once he ftood, 
We long fhall mourn the genérous and the good. 
Ye fons of Pean, by your parent led, 
Weep round his grave, and mourn your brother dead, 
Like you, he once approach’d, with {weet relief, 
The houfe of ficknefs, the abode of grief, 
With gen’rous ardour, ftriving to impart 
‘The heav’nly bleffings of the healing art. 
With no rafh tread, ye peffere-by, prefume 
To print the afhes on Philander’s tomb: 
But, ever facred, may the lone retreat 
Be folitude’s fupremely-awful feat : 
Round all the place, may mournful cyprefs grow, 
And death’s dread angel keep his charge below. 
0 - @S@aa-e- 
ragment of an epifile to a friend, who ”~ defired the author to write fame 
QACTOfTICSs 
Mo ST ftill fauch themes the poet’s verfe profane 
Will ftill the fhade of Addifon refrain ? 
Ah! no—before my fight the fpeétre ftands, 
And waves my fentence in his deathlefs hands ; 
O much lov’d friend, my valu’d Hi//, no more 
For fuch low themes th’ unready bard implore ; 
Direé& the mufe to fome far nobler view, 
Some heaven-born theme, fome fubje& worthy you : 
Then would the bard with far fublimer fire, 
Raife the bold fong, while heav’n and you infpire, 
If, foaring high, in epic verfe he fin 
The fate of empires, and the fall of kings ; 
How great Achilles, furious to deftroy, 
Withftood the force of heaven-defended Troy 3 
*Till o’er her turrets wav’d th’ afpiring flame, 
And left all Ilium nothing but a name ; 
Or, Maro like, on Pegafean wings, 
In friendfhip’s caufe, attune the trembling ftrings ! 
How Nifus lov’d—how Euryalus burn’d, 
And flame for flame the virtuous youths retarn’d. 
Illuftrious pair ! by mutual fates ally’d, 
Nor death’s grim king their union could divide; 
E’en the ftern foul of great Pelides mov’d, 
Lov’d by his friend, by his Patroclus lov’d. 
Yet, if no fpark of glowing genius fhines 
Thro’ the long train of thefe increafing lines—~ 
For friendfhip’s fake, the humble verfe receive, 
Your bard’s prefumption, and his lays, forgive 
Once read him through ; and, if your patience tire; 
Condemn the culprit to an inftant fire, 
Vel. III, No, IV. N 
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Vienna, February 16. 


AX exprefs has brought intelli- 
gence that pacha Mahmud has 
gained a complete victory over his 
enemies, 

A blow has been already ftruck. 
No fooner was the declaration of 
war made known in the army, on the 
oth of February, than general De- 
vins, commandant of the troops in 
Croatia, commenced his operations 
by the attack on the fortrefs of Dref- 
nick. 

The execution of this enterprize 
was confided to col. Poharnik, of the 
regiment of Carlftadt. He firft fum- 
moned the Turks to furrender, with 
an affurance, that, if they gave up 
without refiftance, they fhould meet 
with the protection of his imperial 
majefty. To this fummons, their 
only anfwer was, the difcharge of 
their artillery! The colonel made 
a fimilar reply, from the mouths of 
his cannon with fuch effect, that 
the whole place was foon in a blaze, 
and the garrifon almoft entirely de- 


ftroyed. 


In another quarter, the imperial 
troops have not experienced the fame 
fuccefs. Lieutenant-colonel Kefno- 
vick paffed the Unna, to attack ‘the 
Turkith caftle of Dubiza: in this 
project he failed, and met with forme 
lofs. 

Francfort, Fan. 25. 


The Ottomans have formed four 
great armies: one, in Servia, of 
100,000 ; the fecond, in Bofnia, of 
60,000; the third in Beffarabia and 
Moldavia, where the chofen artil- 
lery are; and the fourth, in the Cri- 
mea, of between 20 and 25,000 
men. 

The Ruffians were preparing to 
lay fiege to Oczakow, when the aft 
letters came away. 


Hague, Fan. 29. 

_ We have accounts from Paris, that 
eight magiltrates have refu‘ed to af. 
filt at the fittipgs which are to precede 
the reftoration of the protefants to 
their civil rights; and we alf learn, 


that they are not very well pleafed at ff i 


Verfailles, with the flattering rece 


tion M. de Calonne has met with in 
London. 


Dublin, Fanuary 29. 
Extra& cf a letter from Lowoaine, 


By the late accounts at Antwe 
it appears that 16,800 Datch have 
pafled that city in their wav to France: 
216 left thiscity, laft ‘Nuefday mor. 
ing, to go to Lifle. : 


London, Fan. 1. 


The fugitives from Holland, it jy 
faid, have purchafed land in Francety 
the amount of 1,500,000 florins, 

Feb. 3. Yeiterday lord George 
Gordon ‘appeared in the court of 
king’s bench, to receive the fentence 
of the judges, in the cafe of a libel, 
of which he had fome months before 
been conviéted— His lordfhip made 
both in drefs and in afpeét, an ap- 
pearance truly Mofaic.---His beard 
extended a confiderable way from 
his chin, and: over his face ; and his 
countenance feemed folemn and fane- 
timonious---Hé received the fen- 
tence of the court with much appa- 
rent humility ; which was, 

For writing and pwblifhing the 

rifoners’ petition, to be imprifoned 
in Newgate, for three years. 


For writing and publithing the 3 


libel on the minifter of the French 
court, to be imprifoned in the fame 
jail for two years, to commence from 
the expiration of the firft fentence. 

To pay the crown a fine of sool. 

To enter into a recognizance, at 
the expiration of his imprifonment--- 
himfelf in. r9,c00l, and two fureties 
in 2,5001. each, for his good beba 
viour, for 14 years. 
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Lord George was quite filent ; 
he was drefled in a drab-coloured 
coat; his hair, as ufual, undreffed ; 
his beard of a confiderable length. 

By the accounts which have been 
publithed in Paris, of the popula- 
tion of that city for the year 1787, 
itapprars there were 20,378 baptifins, 
18,199 deaths, 5912 infants found, 
5595 marriages, and 107 who took 
the veil; fo that there were 223g 
bapti{ims more than deaths. 

Feb. 2. The proteftant edi& is at 
Jat carried in France, there being 
only eight members who oppofed it ; 
they were the archbifhop of Paris, the 
bifhops of Chalon and Beauvais, two 
abbes, M. M. Givis, d’Eprefmenil, 
and St. Vincent. 

Feb, 4. General field marfhal Lau- 
doha, well known for his military 
talents, and determined bravery in 
the war of 1737, undertakes, at the 
wonderful age of 70, the conqueft of 
Moldavia: whilethe emperor, in per- 
fon, takes upon him thecommand of 
the army in Hungary, confifting of 
200,000 men, which being divided 
into different bodies, wiil attack the 
Turks in Servia, Bulgaria, and Bof- 
nia. 

A third army will be ftationed in 
Gallicia, which, with the Ruoffians, 
who are to join it, will amount to 
80.000 men, and can, with great fa- 
cility, a€t in concert with the grand 
army of the emprets, which is alrea- 
dy on the borders of the Ukraine, 
and of Podolia. 

It is refolved toenter Moldavia by 
two armies, at two different places, at 
the fame time: the Auftrian forces 
will penetrate into it by Buckowine, 
and the Ruffians by the Polifh Uk- 
raine. 

A letter from Vienna, dated Jan. 
9, fays, “* it was reported, fome days 
ago, that a freth attempt on Belgrade 
had been made; but we have reafon 
to doubt it; as the accounts from Ef- 
clavonia, of the 12th December, made 


no mention of it, They neverthelefs 
confirm the report that the imperial 
troops there are making difpofitions, 
which feem to portend fome grand 
ftroke to be ftruck foon, which cauf- 
ed it to be faid yefterday, that fome- 
thing important had happened, on the 
ed inftant, in thofe parts.” 

Feb. 15. Mr. Adams, the Ameri- 
can ambaffador, takes leave of our 
court, previous to his return home, 
in the courfe of next week. 

Feb. 16. This day is the com- 
mencement of mr. Haftings’s trial, 
on a charge of high crimes and mif- 
demeanors. 

All thofe who had contributed to 
the defence of Utrecht, are con- 
demned to exile, for three years, 
from that province. 

March 1. An official notice was 
delivered on Sunday the roth inftant, 
at three P. M. by prince Kaunitz, 
to all the foreign minifters, at Vienna, 
that the emperor had found himfelf 
obliged to declare war againft the 
Turks ; and that he hoped, in a caufe 
fo good, that the vows and wiihes 
of all Europe would accompany 
him in his endeavours againft the 
enemies of chriftianity. 

Couriers were difpatched to Ver- 
failles and Peterfburg: and, on the 
27th laft month, orders were fent to 
baron Herbert, at Conftantinople, to 
declare war. Itis therefore highly 

tobable that that internuncio is 
odged with the Ruffian minifter, in 
the Seven Towers. 

March 6. By a gentleman who ar- 
rived yetterday from Germany, we 
Jearn, that an account had arrived at 
Vienna, of the imperial troops hav- 
ing invelted the importantcity of Bel- 
grade, which, it was expected, would 
make a very powerful refiftance. 

The emprefs of Ruffiahas now a- 
vowed her intention of driving the 
Turks out of Europe, and of giving 
the fovereignty of that part of the 
Ottoman dominions to the grand 
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duke’s fecond fon, who is to hold it 
as a tributary prince to Ruffia. 

Since the emperor's declaration of 
war againft the porte, the French 
court have, it is faid, fent a noti- 
fication to our government, infor- 
ming them, that by a treaty, fub- 
fifting between them and the ‘Turks, 
they are under the neceflity of fup 
piying the latter with fix fhips of the 

ne. 

A letter from Bourdeaux, dated 
Feb. 18, fays, ‘* the public difcon- 
tents in this city do by no means de- 
cline ; nor are they likely to be fet- 
tled, till the affairs of the parliament 
are put upon what we now conceive 
to be a conftitutional footing. The 
rage of abfolute monarchy 1s rapid- 
ly declining ; and, though a French- 
man will probably never lofe his 
favourite maxim of vive / rei, yet 
we begin to conceive that flavery is 
a badge too galling for any but the 
moft abject of the human fpecies.” 
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AMERICAN INTELLIGENCE, 
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Boften, March 22. 


In a revenue bill which paffed the 
hon. legiflature yefterday, the claufes 
in the act heretofore in force, lay- 
ing a duty on advertifements, writs, 
executions, and deeds, not regiftered 
in fix months, were repealed. 

Newport, (R. 1.) April 3. 

The following is the refule of the 
proceedings in this ftate on the new 
conftitution : 

Newport, Providence, and Wef- 
terly, did not poll, but gave inftruc- 
tions to their deputies in general af- 
femblv, to have the conititution re- 
ferred to a convention, where it could 
be legally and properly determined. 

In Warwick and Greenwich, no 
yeas were | the federalifts hav- 
ing entered a proteft againft the al- 


teration of the mode of decifion, a5 j, 
legal and unprecedented. 

In Briftol and Little Compton 
there was a majority of votes for ty 
new conftitution. 

The other towns generally ne 
tived the conftitution ; their major. 
ties will appear larger, as the foie. 
ralifts declined giving their votes jn 
town meeting, upon a queftion thar 
is refolvable only by a convention of 
the people. 

It is therefore prefumed that the 
legiflature will confider this ad, aj. 
tering the mode of decifion, as shor. 
tive and nugatory—and not offer to 
the united ftates and to the workd,, 

artial decifion on the contftitution, x 
~ the voice of the people of this 
ftate—for it is an indifputable tro, 
that the nays returned, do not form; 
majority of the freemen and freehg). 


ders of the ftate. 
New York, April 1. 
By order of congrefs, the poftay 


of letters is reduced 25 percent. 
April 12. 

Intelligence from the fate of Franklin, 

a of a letter from general Rxj. 

fell, dated oth of March, 1738. 

“ You have heard that governor 
Sevier had befieged col. ‘Tipton's 
houfe, and had offered terms of cavi- 
tulation; which being rejected by 
‘Tipton, he fuftained a fire from the 
governor’s whole body of troops, 
without damage to any in his hovfe. 
Two women were fent out in the 
day time on fome occafion, one of 
whom received a ball through her 
fhoulder. The experienced general, 
to thew his abilities in war, attempt- 
ed to fire Tipton’s houfe, by a mov- 
ing battery, which he employed 
early one morning. Col. Maxwell 
ftole a cautious march, furprifed the 

overnor and his party, by the fri 
re, and forced the governor to ft- 
treat without his boots. It fcems the 
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treat was intended to gain an emi- 
nence, not far from the encamp- 
ment; which being recovered by Se- 
vier's party, they returned fome fhot 
on Maxwells men, killed one, and 
wounded one of two more; but the 
force of the latter charging with 
grmnefs, foon diflodged Sevier, and 
Aetted a total defeat; we learn 
shat 12 are dead of their wounds, and 
that the governor was feen 15 miles 
from home, barefooted. ‘The laft ac- 
count fays, both parties are on 
nore men: how it may end, G 
saly knows’ — 
April 24. A hog was lately killed 
st mr. Harrington's flaughter-houfe, 
‘a Middletown, which weighed, in- 
duding the whole of the lard, 608 
pounds. 
" A letter from New Providence, dat- 
ed March 27, fays, ** thefe iflands 
face the peace, have been ina continu- 
al uproar, by a violent and rancorous 
difpate between the inhabitants and 
the American refugees, the latter con- 
ceiving themfelves entitled to the 
greatett fhare in the affairs of f° 
vernment, and every other indul- 
ace, to the total exclufion of their 
mort honeit fellow fubje&s. As foon 
as lord Dunmore arrived, they, ina 
tomultaous manner, andin terms far 
fom polite, addreffed, or rather re- 
wired of him, immediately to dif- 
olve the houfe of affembly, becaufe 
some of the old inhabitants were in 
+ legiflatare, and fet forth, that 
seit refpectable corps were not fuffi- 
watly reprefented, not forgetting 
wremind his lordfhip of their un- 
haken loyalty during the American 
eatelt, and the great facrifice of 
werty they had made, in fupport 
‘the royal caufe; his lordthip has 
moaghly invetti gated the stair: 
md the malignity and turbulent fpi- 
nt of thefe fugitives appearing fully 
his lordihip, he has refufed to 
nply with their unrcafonable re- 
guations; and, to all their long ad- 


drefles and harangues, both in and 
out of the legiflature, he has given 
them the following laconic anfwer: 
** IT do not think it expedient for 
his majefty’s fervice, to diffolve the 
prefent houfe of affembly.” 

A letter, dated, Lake Champlain, 
March 18, 1788, fays, “ lord Dor- 
chefter has ordered the people, ten 
miles on this fide of the hnes, to 
be enrolled with the militia of Ca- 
nada—they are to choofe their offi- 
cers next week, are to be governed 
by the laws of that province, and 
protected by the fame. As foon as the 
ice on the lake breaks up, the thip 
Maria is to come up the lake, ten 
miles, to keep up order and regula- 
tion, if neceflary.”"— 

Aprilas. As exaggerated accounts 
of the late riot in this city have heen 
circulated through different parts of 
the country, we have obtained the 
following particulars of that unhap- 
py event. 

During the laft winter, fome ftu- 
dents of phyfic and other perfons had 
dug "?P io feveral of the cemeta- 
ries of this city, a number of dead bo- 
dies, for difle¢tion. This praétice had 
been conducted in fo indecent a man- 
ner, that it raifed a confiderable cla- 
mour among the people. ‘The inter- 
ments, not only of flrangers and 
blacks, had been difturbed, but the 
corpfes of fome refpectable perfons 
were removed, ‘Thefe circumftances 
mott fenfibly agitated the feelings of 
the frends of the deceafed, and 
wrought up the paffions of the popu- 
lace to a ferment. 

On Sunday, the 1 3th inft. a num. 
ber of boys, we are informed, whe 
were playing in the rear of the hof- 
pital, percetved a limb which was im- 
prudently hung out of a window, to 
dry : they immediately informed fome 
perfons—a maltitude foon colleéted 
—entered the hofpital—and, in their 
fury, deftroyed a number of anato- 
mical preparations , fome of which,we 
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are told, were imported from foreign 
countries—one or two frefh fubjects 
were alfo found—which were inter- 
red the fame evening. Several young 
doStors narrowly efcaped the fury 
of the people; and would inevita- 
bly have fuffered very ferioufly, had 
not his honour the mayor, the theriff, 
and fome other perfons, interfered,and 
refcued them, by lodging them in 
jail. The friends to good order hop- 
ed that the affair would have ended 
here: but they were unhappily mif- 
taken. 

On Monday morning, a number 
of people collected and were deter- 
mined to fearch the houfes of the fuf- 
pected phyficians. His excellency 
the governor, his honour the chancel- 
Jor, and his worfhip the mayor, find- 
ing that the paflions of the people 
were irritated, went among them, 
and endeavoured to diffuade them 
from committing unneceffary depre- 
dations. They addreffed the people 
pathetically, and promifed them eve- 
ry fatisfaction which the laws of the 
country can give. This had confi- 
derable effe&t upon many : who, af- 
ter examining the houfes of the fuf- 
sag doétors, retired to their homes. 

ut, in the afternoon, the affair af- 
fumed a different afpe&, A mob, 
more fond of riot and confufion, 
than reliance upon the promifes of 
the magiftrates, and obedience to the 
Jaws, went to the jail, and demanded 
the do€tors who were there imprifon- 
ed. The magittrates, finding that the 
mild language of perfuafion was of 
no avail, were obliged to order out 
the militia, to fupprefs the riot, to 
maintain the dignity of government, 
and protec the jail. A {mall party, 
of about eighteen armed men, afiem- 
bled at three o'clock, and marched 
thither——the mob permitted them 
to pafs through, with no other infult 
than a few volleys of ftones, dirt, &c. 
—Another party, of about twelve 
men, about an hour afterwards, 
made afimilar attempt, but having no 
















orders to refift, the mob furround,§ 
them, feized, and dettroyed thejgat, in 
arms. ‘This gave the mobility freh 
courage—they then endeavoured ) 
force the jail, but were repulfed by, 
handful of men, who bravely fuitaj 
ed an attack of feveral hours, The 
then deftroyed the windows of tha 
building with ftones, and tore dow 
part of the fences. At dutk, a pary 
of armed citizens marched to the re 
lief of the jail; and, as they ap 
proached it, the mob, huzzaing, be 
gan a heavy fire with ftones, brick. 
bats, &c. Several of this party were 
much hurt, and in their own defence 
were obliged to fire; upon which 
three or four perfons were Killed, 
and a number woundéd. The mb 
fhortly after difperfed. 

Kentucke, April 4. It is with the 
moft fenfible concern, we announe 
to the public, the capture of thne 
boats, on the Ohio, near the tig 
Miami, by the favages. Familiar. 
ed, as we have been, for feved 
weeks paft, to murder, and robber, 
at almoft every point of our fro 
tiers, the fympathy of all ranks he 
been excited in an extraordinary & 
gree by this deeply affecting cata Rt col 
trophe. Among the paflengers i fion. 
thefe boats, itis with great regret wm te 
mention Samuel Purviance, efq. ¢ been 
Baltimore-town, mr. Ridout, ofg been 
Maryland, monf. Ragaut, and tw cthet 
other French gentlemen, one a mi favas 
ralift, the other a botanift, deftinegim °° 
to explore the natural produds o ia fr 
this country, a mr. Pierce, of Ma ciret 
ryland, and a mr. Fergufon, a tra and 
det; befides thefe gentlemen, ther¢ the | 
wasa mr. Gray Garland Simmons, they 
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five other men, and a negro woman. w 
The three French gentlemen and hor! 
mr. Pierce, who alone occupied one Ind: 
boat, were attacked on the 6th 

ult: from circumftances we are au- ; 
thorifed to conclude, that the other 

boats were taken on the erft: 3 ms 
they pafled Limeftone on the roth B's 
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t, in which eight or ten of them 
hye chace to the French gentlemen, 
ho, finding they couid hot efcape, 
termined to prefent a white hand- 
erchief, with other demonftrations 
f friendfhip, and furrender wichout 

stance; for this purpofe, mr. Ra- 
wut took polt at the ftern of the 
at, and, when the favages had ap- 

oached very near, he offered his 
pad; and, in return, received the 
sbarian’s tomahawk ; at the fame 
stant, the boranift was fhot dead, 

4 the mineralift badly wounded ; 
2 boat at this time having drifted 

ar the fhore, mr. Pierce, and the 

;viving French gentleman, jumped 
erboard, and the current being ra- 
id, the favages pafled them, whilft 
ey were butchering and plunder- 
g mr. Ragaut, and the other vic- 
in. They with difliculty gained 
e fhore; and, under cover of the 
pight, made a circuit, and fell in 
nth the river, below the favages, 
yhere they were, the next day, taken 
np by a boat, and conveyed to the 
rapids the day after. Thefe are ail 
he circumitances we have been able 

to collect on this melancholy occa- 
fion, ‘There remains no doubt, that 
the two boats firft mentioned, have 
been captured, as one of them has 
been taken up at the rapids, and the 
cther was feen in pofleflion of the 
fivages ; but the fate of the captivesis 
uncertain—Two boats a few hours 
infront of mr. Ragaut, under the 
diretion of captain Balliard Smith 
anda mr. Hinds, were attacked at 
thé fame place, from the fhore, but 
they returned the fire, and efcaped 
without further injury, than two 
horfes wounded : and it is faid two 
Indians were killed in the attack. 


Philadelphia, April 30. 

The planters of South-Carolina 
ue making experiments in the cul- 
ture of cotton, and they have proved 
itherto very fatisfactory, promifing 
preat profit. Wehope to fee their 
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cotton bags, before long, the wool- 
packs of America. e learn that 
they have got the gin, or machine for’ 
cieaning it, by which the profit of 
railing it muft be much increafed. 
How flourifhing would South-Caro- 
lina and Georgia foon be, with pro- 
per economy, and under a good 
vernment, who, to their old valusble 
produce, rice and indigo, have lately 
added tobacco and cotton ? The lat- 
ter articles may be of confiderable 
confequence to the coafting trade, 
which will probably be confined, by 
the general government, to American 
bottoms, as fuch a regulation would 
not at all interfere with the neceflary 
n marketto foreigners. The la 
foes. in the iii osetia 
ftates, will probably become the fcenes 
of confiderable cotton manufatures, 
and to them the raw cotton muft be 
tranfported from the places of its 
growth. This domeftic branch of the 
carrying trade, from: port to port 
within the union, is becoming daily 
more important. ‘The Virginia col- 
lieries now employ a good deal of ton- 
nage, and new difcoveries, on the 
Hudfon, Delaware, or Chefapeak, 
will, it may be hoped, increafe the 
benefits of this branch. 
Extra& of a letter from Baltimore, dae 
ted April 28. 

‘* Our convention have adopted 
the new conftitution by a great ma- 
jority—63 to 1:—To-morrow it is 
to be ratified in form.” 

We are informed, that American 
veffels are received with great cordi- 
ality at Cayenne, and that the French 
government fhew them every atten- 
tion, Flour, and all kinds of pro. 
vifions from the united ftates, find 
there a good market, the commerce 
of that colony being entirely free. 
It’s population, which in the late war 
amounted to ten thoufand fouls, in- 
cluding negroes, is faft increafing. 
The plantations of fugar, coffee, in- 
digo, pepper, cotton, cloves, &c, are 
in a thriving condition. 
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